2008 NABC FINAL STANDINGS



EASTERN DIVISION




  W

   L

PCT
GB

1. 
San Antonio Spartans (Larry Bond)

100

  62

.617
 --

2. 
Buffalo Bison (John Duke)



  93

  69

.574
  7

3. 
Pontiac Nighthawks (Dave Hogg)

  91

  71

.562
  9

4. 
Saginaw Aces (John Dashner)


  74

  88

.457
26

5. 
Brooklyn Knights (Gary Kendall)

  72

  90

.444
28

6. 
Estey Maulers (Mike Hutek)



  67

  95

.414
33



CENTRAL DIVISION




  W

   L

PCT
GB

1. 
Beaver Falls Bats (Brian Lebeck)

  99

  63

.611
 --

2. 
Bedrock Bombers (Ron Swinkin)

  91

  71

.562
  8

3. 
Bobcaygeon Stars (Mark McElwee)

  88

  74

.543
11

4. 
Boomtown Rats (Chris Stinson)


  87

  75

.537
12

5. 
Wyandotte Falcons (Dave Brim)


  73

  89

.451
26

6. 
Midtown Muddogs (Bryan Rizzo)

  68

  94

.420
31



WESTERN DIVISION




  W

   L

PCT
GB

1.   Livonia Lynx (Tom Kusch)



103

  59

.636
 --

2.   Can-Am Drifters (Mike Dorn)


  78

  84

.481
25

3.   Massillon Werewolves (Jim Gardiner)
  78

  84

.481
25

4.   Antioch Athletics (Tim Sommers)

  69

  93

.426
34

5.   Cape Spear Silverjets (Shaun MacKay)      65

  97

.401
38

6.   Woodland Warlocks (Rob Milinkovich)
  62

100

.383
41

PLAYOFF RESULTS

FIRST ROUND:

Bedrock Bombers over Buffalo Bison, 4 games to 2.








Pontiac Nighthawks over Beaver Falls Bats, 4 games to 3.

SECOND ROUND:
Livonia Lynx over Bedrock Bombers, 4 games to 0.








Pontiac Nighthawks over San Antonio Spartans, 4 games to 3.

WORLD SERIES:

Pontiac Nighthawks over Livonia Lynx, 4 games to 3.

2008 NABC RECORDS AT HOME AND AWAY

EASTERN


HOME
PCT

AWAY
PCT

TOTAL
PCT

San Antonio


  52-29
.642


  48-33
.593


100-62
.617

Buffalo



  49-32
.605


  44-37
.543


  93-69
.574

Pontiac



  51-30
.630


  40-41
.494


  91-71
.562

Saginaw



  39-42
.481


  35-46
.432


  74-88
.457

Brooklyn


  37-44
.457


  35-46
.432


  72-90
.444

Estey



  32-49
.395


  35-46
.432


  67-95
.414

EAST TOTAL

260-226
.535


237-249
.488


497-475
.511

CENTRAL


HOME
PCT

AWAY
PCT

TOTAL
PCT

Beaver Falls


  48-33
.593


  51-30
.630


  99-63
.611

Bedrock



  39-42
.481


  52-29
.642


  91-71   .562

Bobcaygeon


  46-35
.568


  42-39
.519


  88-74 
.543

Boomtown


  46-35
.568


  41-40
.506


  87-75 
.537

Wyandotte


  37-44
.457


  36-45
.444


  73-89
.451

Midtown


  31-50
.383


  37-44
.457


  68-94   .420

CENTRAL TOTAL
247-239
.508


259-227
.533


506-466
.521

WESTERN


HOME
PCT

AWAY
PCT

TOTAL
PCT

Livonia



  52-29
.642


  51-30
.630


103-59 
.636

Can-Am



  37-44
.457


  41-40
.506


  78-84   .481

Massillon


  40-41
.494


  38-43
.469


  78-84
.481

Antioch



  34-47
.420


  35-46
.432


  69-93 
.426

Cape Spear


  33-48
.407


  32-49
.395


  65-97 
.401

Woodland


  26-55
.321


  36-45
.444


  62-100
.383

WEST TOTAL

222-264
.457


233-253
.479


455-517
.468

NABC TOTAL

729-729
.500
      

729-729
.500
           1458-1458  .500

2008 NABC TEAM SUMMARIES

WORLD SERIES SUMMARY AND DIVISION WINNERS

WORLD SERIES SUMMARY


The 6th seeded Pontiac Nighthawks, managed by Dave Hogg, defeated manager Tom Kusch’s 1st seeded Livonia Lynx, in a thrilling 7 game series.  Since we adopted our 3 division setup and playoff format in 2000, this is the first time that the #6 seed has even reached the WS.  The Nighthawks beat all 3 division champions, the #3, #2 and #1 seeds, each in 7 games, to win the title. This marks the 8th different NABC champion since 2001, eclipsing the previous record of 6 years, from 1984 to 1989.


For manager Hogg and the Pontiac franchise, this was the first World Series appearance and first NABC title.  It was the fourth playoff appearance in Dave’s 13 seasons at the helm and just the fifth in 28 seasons for the Pontiac franchise.  For Livonia manager Kusch, in his 8th season at the helm of the 9-year expansion Lynx, this was their fifth straight appearance in the playoffs.  The Lynx have played in 4 of the past 5 NABC World Series, winning only in 2007.  The Lynx now have 5 playoff appearances in 9 seasons and manager Kusch has appeared in the playoffs 16 times in his 25 NABC seasons overall. Tom’s overall World Series mark, however, is just 2 championships in 7 tries.  


The Nighthawks defeated the San Antonio Spartans and Beaver Falls Bats earlier, while the Lynx defeated the Bedrock Bombers in 4 games in the semi-finals, after the Bombers had eliminated the Buffalo Bison in 6 games.  In the series, Livonia won 3 of the first 4 games, but Pontiac won the final 3 games.

DIVISION WINNERS

LIVONIA LYNX --- Mgr. Tom Kusch


The defending champion Lynx lost the World Series, but won a league best 103 games, as they led the league in batting average at .275 and runs scored with 902, while finishing tied for 3rd in ERA.  The big boppers on offense were Magglio Ordonez (.339, 38, 141, 116r) and David Ortiz (.309, 40, 122, 57-2b, 114r).  Albert Pujols (.301, 23, 95, 121r), Marlon Byrd (.326, 19, 104r) and Melvin Mora (.270, 20, 97) were also productive forces in the lineup.  Brandon Webb (20-9, 3.33) headed the rotation, with ample support from Javier Vazquez (15-10, 3.25), Braden Looper (13-7, 4.46) and late trade acquisition Kelvim Escobar (13-11, 3.98 overall).  Joe Nathan (7-0, 1.19, 41sv) was spotless in the closer role.

SAN ANTONIO SPARTANS --- Mgr. Larry Bond


The Spartans rolled to the East crown by 7 games, but were upset by Pontiac in the playoff semi-finals.  The hitters finished second in both home runs and runs scored, while the pitching disappointed slightly by finishing 5th in ERA.  Big swinger Adam Dunn (.249, 58, 125, 117r) paced the power display despite 194 K’s, while mid-year acquisition Jim Thome (.263, 44, 122 overall) added more power.  Adrian Beltre (.234, 24, 103), Matt Diaz (.297, 22, 93) and Troy Tulowitzki (.283, 18, 90) led the supporting cast.  The starting rotation featured Brad Penny (20-10, 3.27), Danny Haren (17-12, 3.77) and John Smoltz (14-9, 3.80), while the bullpen was anchored by young closer Rafael Perez (7-2, 3.30, 36v).

BEAVER FALLS BATS --- Mgr. Brian Lebeck


The Bats rode the league’s best pitching staff, with a 3.48 ERA, to the Central title, but were upset by Pontiac in the first playoff round.  The Bats were just 8th in runs scored, but allowed far fewer runs than anyone else.  Hanley Ramirez (.254, 27, ,86, 120r, 62-2b, 54sb) keyed the attack from the leadoff spot, while Mark Teixiera (.275, 38, 123, 100r), Benji Molina (.275, 29, 101) and Travis Hafner (.245, 23, 90) provided the power.  Ichiro Suzuki (.303, 220h, 54-sb) was his usual pesky self.  Carlos Silva (19-7, 3.05) was a big surprise at the top of the rotation, with support from Chris Young (11-13, 3.35), Jeremy Guthrie (15-4, 3.77) and Scott Kazmir (14-14, 4.12).  Casey Janssen (6-4, 2.21, 42sv) was the reliable closer.

2008 NABC TEAM SUMMARIES --- WESTERN DIVISION

CAN-AM DRIFTERS --- Mgr. Mike Dorn


Can-Am tied for second in the weak West, but finished 25 games out of first place and out of playoff contention, with just 78 wins.  The offense was a bit above average, but the pitching finished 15th in ERA at 4.85.  Grady Sizemore (.279, 33, 90, league best 149r, 52-2b, 67sb) continued to be an exceptional leadoff hitter with speed and power.  Victor Martinez (.310, 36, 126), venerable Gary Sheffield (.254, 28, 84) and Alexis Rios (.229, 26, 81) led the powerful offense.  The top starters were Fausto Carmona (18-12, 3.78), Dontrelle Willis (14-15, 5.61, 5ShO) and Chad Gaudin (10-9, 5.93) while Daniel Cabrera (2-13, 9.09) again struggled.  Francisco Rodriguez (5-9, 3.70, 34sv) was inconsistent in the closer role.

MASSILLON WEREWOLVES --- Mgr. Jim Gardiner


The renamed Werewolves tied the Drifters for second in the West, finishing 6 games below the .500 mark, despite outscoring opponents by 11 runs for the season, with better than average pitching, but less than average offense.  The attack, featuring Prince Fielder (.257, 50, 102, 116r), Aramis Ramirez (.302, 38, 98), Carlos Lee (.268, 26, 94), Jeff Kent (.263, 28, 77) and Pat Burrell (.234, 30, 79) featured solid power but little else, as the club stole just 10 bases all year.  Johan Santana (14-14, 3.89), Andy Pettitte (14-14, 3.99), Aaron Harang (13-11, 3.13) and NABC legend Greg Maddux (9-9, 3.59) provided a solid starting staff, while Hideki Okajima (0-4, 1.69, 30sv) emerged as an airtight closer.

ANTIOCH ATHLETICS --- Mgr. Tim Sommers


The Athletics moved to Antioch and improved to 69 wins and a fourth place finish in the West, but there is still work to do.  The offense finished just below the league average, but the pitchers again led the league in runs allowed with 917 and posted the highest team ERA at 5.06.  David Wright (.318, 38, 110, 120r, 50-2b) and rookie Ryan Braun (.280, 44, 122) provided exceptional power, while Carlos Guillen (.300, 21, 103, 104r, 62-2b) and Bobby Abreu (.257, 21, 77) contributed to the attack.  Gil Meche (11-21, 4.52) was the workhorse of the rotation, while Noah Lowry (12-12, 5.79) and Aaron Cook (9-11, 4.79) had their moments as starters.  Jason Isringhausen (1-2, 2.25, 26sv) re-emerged as an effective closer.

CAPE SPEAR SILVERJETS --- Mgr. Shaun MacKay


New manager Shaun MacKay took over the renamed Silverjets, but it was a tough year, as the club dropped to 5th after winning the West in 2007.  The hitting was just below the league average, but the pitchers allowed 907 runs, second most in the NABC.  Dmitri Young (.304, 22, 84, 57-2b), Robinson Cano (.258, 23, 85), Raul Ibanez (.247, 24, 85) and Hideki Matsui (.244, 26, 74) were all solid run producers, but none were outstanding.  No pitcher won more than 7 games as starters Mike Mussina (7-12, 5.24), Barry Zito (7-18, 7.09) Roy Oswalt (7-9, 5.41, prior to being traded) and Josh Fogg (6-10, 5.30) all struggled.  Heath Bell (5-6, 3.19, 24sv) made the best of his limited save opportunities.

WOODLAND WARLOCKS --- Mgr. Rob Milinkovich


The Warlocks plummeted to the West basement and won an NABC low 52 games.  The Woodland offense outscored only Saginaw, while the pitchers posted a 4.80 ERA, 15th in the league.  Jimmy Rollins (.264, 25, 89, 48sb) was the most consistent offensive performer, while Carlos Delgado (.227, 20, 63) was the next best power hitter.  Dustin Pedroia (.272, 14, 81, 50-2b) had a solid year, while table setter Luis Castillo (.294, 89r, 32sb) was also useful.  Starters James Shields (12-16, 4.98), Jeff Francis (10-11, 4.55), Felix Hernandez (8-16, 4.72) and Ben Sheets (5-13, 5.33) all struggled in the face of the dwindling run support in the post-A-Rod period.  Huston Street (1-4, 3.45, 22sv) was an inconsistent closer.

2008 NABC TEAM SUMMARIES --- EASTERN DIVISION

BUFFALO BISON --- Mgr. John Duke


The Bison finished 2nd in the East, before losing to Bedrock in the first playoff round.  This well-balanced team finished 5th in runs scored and 3rd in runs allowed, but suffered serious pitching injuries in the post-season.  Matt Holliday (.336, 37, 135, 121r, 61-2b) was the kingpin on offense.  Aaron Hill (.293, 28, 105, 123r, 58-2b), trade acquisition Mike Lowell (.283, 30, 90 overall), Hunter Pence (.265, 20, 99r, 16-3b) and Jason Varitek (.300, 19, 64) keyed the supporting cast.  A top-notch starting rotation included Roy Halladay (18-8, 3.76), Cole Hamels (12-6, 3.29), hard-luck Tim Hudson (13-18, 3.95) and Derek Lowe (11-6, 4.59).  Rookie Joakim Soria (6-8, 2.96, 29sv) proved to be an effective closer.

PONTIAC NIGHTHAWKS --- Mgr. Dave Hogg


The Nighthawks finished a disappointing 3rd in the regular season with 91 wins, but geared up in the playoffs to win three 7-games series to capture the NABC crown.  These bombers led the NABC with 248 homers and finished 4th in runs scored and 2nd in runs allowed, so their playoff success was not unexpected.  Alex Rodriguez (.292, 46, 135, 111r), Ryan Howard (.238, 45, 122, 105r) and Ken Griffey (.233, 40, 117) formed a monstrous middle of the lineup.  Todd Helton (.304, 18, 76, 124r, 132bb) set the table and Jack Cust (.183, 29, 84, 131bb) stirred quite a breeze with an NABC-record 242 K’s.   Staff ace Jake Peavy (21-13, 2.44, 322 K’s) won the pitching Triple Crown with help from Chien-Ming Wang (14-9, 3.61), Miguel Batista (14-10, 4.77) and Paul Byrd (12-10, 3.99).  Manny Corpas (4-5, 3.28, 26sv) was the closer.

SAGINAW ACES --- Mgr. John Dashner


The Aces finished fourth in the East, with the league’s lowest scoring attack.  The pitching was right at the league average, but the team couldn’t score, as they finished last in run production despite being 9th in slugging percentage.  Chipper Jones (.311, 30, 86, 58-2b) had another fine season, and got a power assist from Brad Hawpe (.230, 39, 94), Aaron Rowand (.277, 26, 82) and Dan Uggla (.193, 27, 66).  C.C. Sabathia (17-14, 2.69) toiled brilliantly at the top of the rotation, but Bronson Arroyo (6-13, 4.96) and Orlando Hernandez (7-12, 6.33) typified the struggle of the rest without run support.  Takasi Saito (7-4, 2.28, 39sv) repeated his performance as a dominant closer in the East.

BROOKLYN KNIGHTS --- Mgr. Gary Kendall


The Knights dropped back to a 5th place finish in the East.  Despite ripping just 96 home runs, tied for the 3rd lowest total in NABC history, Brooklyn used speed and solid average hitting to finish just below the league averages in both runs scored and allowed .  Reggie Willits (.295, 106, league best 96-sb) led off and was often driven home by Mark DeRosa (.283, 17, 83), Manny Ramirez (.259, 21, 88), Kevin Youkilis (.273, 19, 81) or Jacque Jones (.249, 87, 50-2b).  John Maine (16-10, 4.39), Brian Bannister (10-5, 3.30) and disappointing rookie Daisuke Matsuzaka (8-18, 6.36) were the top starters, while Peter Moylan (3-2, 1.77, 19sv), before being traded, and David Riske (6-3, 1.24, 5sv) shared the closing responsibility.

ESTEY MAULERS --- Mgr. Mike Hutek


The Maulers again limped home in the Eastern cellar, but improved slightly to 67 wins.  Estey was dragged down by the offense, which finished next to last in team batting average and 16th in runs scored, while the pitching was 12th in both ERA and runs allowed.  Chone Figgins (.312, 101r, 54-sb) keyed the attack from the leadoff support, while Miguel Cabrera (.244, 22, 88), Brian McCann (.265, 19, 79) and Jeff Francoeur (.247, 16, 64) were the top run producers.  John Lackey (17-12, 3.06), A.J. Burnett (9-9, 4.18) and Tom Gorzelanny (10-13, 4.85) were solid starters, while Edwin Jackson (3-15, 8.92) and Anthony Reyes (1-10, 6.55) were not!  Carlos Marmol (1-4. 1.79, 34sv) was a nearly untouchable closer.

2008 NABC TEAM SUMMARIES --- CENTRAL DIVISION

BEDROCK BOMBERS --- Mgr. Ron Swinkin


The Bombers won 91 games to finish 2nd in the Central, again won a first round playoff series, this time over Buffalo, before falling again to old rival Livonia in 4 games in the semis.  Once again, the offense led the way, finishing 3rd in both runs scored and batting average, to balance average pitching.  Barry Bonds (.244, 50, 107, 124r, 149bb) had one more big year, with ample support from Carlos Beltran (.233, 36, 109, 103r), Jorge Posada (.293, 21, 93), James Loney (.296, 18, 97) and Kevin Kouzmanoff (.261, 23, 88), plus leadoff hitter Derek Jeter (.301, 101r).  Justin Verlander (16-13, 4.04), Rich Hill (15-8, 5.03) and Matt Cain (14-12, 5.50) headed the rotation, while J.J. Putz (2-2, 1.27, 35sv) was an untouchable closer.

BOBCAYGEON STARS --- Mgr. Mark McElwee


The Stars made a late charge to post 88 wins and finish 3rd in the Central, just 3 games out of a playoff berth.  The offense finished 6th in runs scored with 814, while the pitching was 8th in both ERA and runs allowed.  Carlos Pena (.280, 56, 113, 137r, 130bb) had a breakout season leading off, while Vlad Guerrero (.270, 29, 113), Torii Hunter (.254, 30, 95), Adrian Gonzalez (.288, 23, 90) and Russell Martin (.252, 26, 84) proved to be solid run producers.  Michael Young hit .300 again.  Mark Buehrle (15-10, 3.46), trade acquisition Roy Oswalt (12-12, 4.46 overall) and Nate Robertson (12-9, 4.43) were successful starters, while Doug Davis (12-18, 6.43) ate a lot of innings.  Lee Gardner (5-1, 1.67, 34sv) was a solid closer.

BOOMTOWN RATS --- Mgr. Chris Stinson


The Rats finished 4th in the Central, despite winning 87 games, 9 more than the second place clubs in the West.  Boomtown used solid pitching, 6th best in runs allowed and ERA, to overcome an average offense.  Brian Roberts (.290, 16, 117r, 51-2b) again keyed the attack, as Jose Guillen (.210, 25, 85) was the only hitter to reach 20 taters.  Sean Casey (.323, 78), Akinori Iwamura (.283, 70, 19-3b) and Josh Willingham (.234, 19, 74) also helped out.  Josh Beckett (17-11, 2.90), Adam Wainwright (17-11, 3.40) and Joe Blanton (14-12, 3.92) were strong starters, while Carlos Zambrano (9-17, 6-02) struggled.  Rafael Betancourt (2-4, 2.86, 10sv) and Joaquin Benoit (4-5, 2.90, 8sv) shared the closer role without distinction.

WYANDOTTE FALCONS --- Mgr. Dave Brim


The Falcons dropped to 5th in the Central, as they were undone by horrendous pitching that finished 16th in ERA.  The offense was just below the league average with average power.  There was ample power from Brandon Phillips (.257, 29, 104), Luke Scott (.277, 28, 100), Lance Berkman (.236, 33, 93), Justin Morneau (.259, 29, 96) and Garrett Atkins (.241, 22, 80).  Meanwhile speedsters Carl Crawford (.279, 102r, 48sb) and Jose Reyes (.262, 98r, 36sb) kept attack moving.  Eric Bedard (11-15, 4.43), Chuck James (10-16, 5.31), Jered Weaver (8-13, 3.98) and Scott Baker (7-10, 5.44) were the top starters, while Jonathan Papelbon (7-4, 3.01, 31sv) was a very reliable closer.

MIDTOWN MUDDOGS --- Mgr. Bryan Rizzo


The Muddogs continued to fall hard as they dropped to last in the Central, but improved to 68 victories.  Despite finishing last in batting average, Midtown finished in the middle of the pack in runs scored, but allowed the 5th most runs to be scored against them.  All-around hitting stars Curtis Granderson (.260, 24, 91, 113r, 43-2b, 20-3b, 35sb) and Kelly Johnson (.250, 21, 104r, 18-3b) keyed the top of the lineup, aided by power hitters Derek Lee (.281, 25, 94), Nick Markakis (.228, 21, 82) and Josh Hamilton (.247, 29, 61).   Kevin Millwood (13-8, 4.15), Oliver Perez (11-12, 4.98) and Yovani Gallardo (10-7, 4.44) topped the starting rotation, while Manny DelCarmen (1-3, 3.04, 25sv) closed most often.
