2008 NABC STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS


Once again in 2008, the NABC featured the power hitting and high scoring that has characterized the NABC since the 1995 season, a fourteen year span, continued in 2006, although the league average for Home Runs was just 194, the lowest mark since the 1994 pre-steroids era.  The average team posted a .258 batting average, 7 points lower than in 2007, and scored 777 runs, 59 lower than last season.  Oddly, the league set a new high of 1161 strikeouts per team and also set a new high with 342 doubles per team.  

Magglio Ordonez of Livonia was the top offensive player, leading the loop in batting average at .339, RBI with 141 and hits with 225 to lead the Lynx to the league’s best record.  Adam Dunn of San Antonio led the way with 58 homers, while Grady Sizemore of Can-Am scored 149 runs.  Ryan Braun, the overall #1 draft pick for Antioch, topped the league in slugging percentage at .611, while Matt Holliday of Buffalo led in total bases with 400.  Reggie Willitts of Brooklyn led the way with 94 stolen bases.  Jake Peavy of champion Pontiac took the pitcher’s tripe crown as he led the way in wins (21), ERA (2.44) and strikeouts (322).  Casey Janssen of Beaver Falls posted a league-best 42 saves.

On an individual basis, there was just 1 new individual record posted in 2008.  Jack Cust of Pontiac struck out an amazing 242 times, to edge Adam Dunn’s league standard by 1.  There were no other individual season marks set, but Ryan Howard of Pontiac moved into 4th place with 227 strikeouts (quite a breeze in Pontiac this summer!), while Curtis Granderson of Midtown tied for 8th with 20 triples.  Pat Neshek of Can-Am pitched in 98 games to tie for 6th all-time.

On the team level, the Brooklyn Knights hit just 96 homers, to tie for 3rd lowest in NABC annals.  The Buffalo Bison tied for 6th with 389 doubles.  In stolen bases, the Massillon Werewolves stole just 10, to tie for 4th lowest ever, while the Pontiac Nighthawks tied for 6th lowest with 11.  Meanwhile, the Midtown Muddogs hitters struck out 1402 times, to set a new NABC mark, while the San Antonio Spartans K’ed 1334 times to take 4th all-time.  The Bedrock Bombers pitching staff recorded 1359 strikeouts, second highest ever, while the Wyandotte Falcons k’ed 1280 to rank 7th in NABC annals.  Finally, San Antonio Spartans hurlers issued just 411 walks, thiurd lowest ever in the NABC.

In career batting highlights, Barry Bonds ran his career leading home run total to 879.  Barry took over the career lead in hits (3370) from Tony Gwynn and retained his career leads in runs scored (2594), runs batted in (2508), hits (3370), total bases (6896), doubles (727), walks (2365) games played (3368) and at bats (12081) and seasons (22, two more than anyone else).  Todd Helton remained first in career batting average at .319, as there are still 9 NABC hitters with career batting averages above the coveted .300 mark.  Other career batting leaders remained the same.  Mark McGwire leads in slugging percentage at .589, while Tim Raines still leads in triples with 141.  Jim Thome maintained the career lead in strikeouts at 2354, and Rickey Henderson remains the leader with 1614 stolen bases.
Among the pitchers, Greg Maddux stretched his lead over Roger Clemens in career wins to a margin of 383 to 375.  Tom Glavine at 271 and Randy Johnson at 262 still have a lot of work to do if either can become the third member of the NABC 300 win club.  Maddux still leads in shutouts (76), while Brandon Webb retained his lead in winning percentage (.685).  Mariano Rivera retained the career ERA lead at 2.38 by a wide margin over Billy Wagner at 2.86, and also leads in saves with 306.  Clemens retained his leads with 690 games started, 5553.1 innings pitched, 420 complete games, 5159 strikeouts, plus runs, earned runs, hits and walks allowed.  Nolan Ryan continues to lead in losses with 242, while John Franco still leads in career games pitched (953).  Finally, Clemens has now pitched in 23 NABC seasons, which is 2 more than Maddux.
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ODDS AND ENDS

· Barry Bonds of Bedock now has hit 50+ homers 5 times and 30+ homers 17 times, in addition to 100+ runs 18 times, 100+ runs batted in 16 times and 100+ walks 11 times during his 22 seasons.

· Alex Rodriguez of Pontiac exceeded the 40 homer mark for the 7th time, and has 100 or more runs batted in in 10 of 12 years, and at least 100 runs scored in 11 of his 12 NABC seasons.

· Albert Pujols of Livonia has hit at least .300 for 5 of his 7 years, with over 100 runs and over 40 doubles in all 7 of his NABC seasons.  His 23 homers were his first time under 34 and his 95 RBI the first time under 113.

· Vladimir Guerrero of Bobcaygeon hit 29 homers to break a streak of 9 straight years with at least 31 homers, but he has at least 93 runs and 89 runs batted in for 10 straight seasons, and 100+ RBI 7 times.

· Lance Berkman of Wyandotte has at least 28 homers, 86 runs, 84 runs batted in and 82 walks in all 8 of his seasons.

· Ken Griffey of Pontiac reached the 40 homer mark for the 8th time and drove home 100+ runs for the 11th  season.

· Todd Helton of Pontiac has batted at least .300 for 7 of the last 8, plus he has scored over 100 runs and stroked over 40 doubles for each of the last 9 seasons.

· Ichiro Suzuki of Beaver Falls has stroked at least 190 hits (with 200 or more 5 times) and stolen 40 or more bases all of his 7 years in the NABC.

· Jim Thome of San Antonio reached the 40 homer plateau for the 7th time and 5th time in 6 years.  He also exceeded 100 runs batted in and 100 walks for the 8th time each.

· David Ortiz of Livonia has hit 40 or more homers with at least 116 runs batted in 5 straight seasons.

· Mark Teixiera of Beaver Falls has 29+ home runs and 100+ runs batted in each of his 5 NABC years.

· Adam Dunn of San Antonio has hit 30 or more homers for 6 straight seasons, despite striking out at least 180 times in 5 of those 6 years.

· Derek Jeter of Bedrock has scored 100 runs or more in 9 of the last 10 years.

· Sean Casey of Boomtown, a .306 lifetime hitter and has hit over .300 with 200+ hits in 3 of 4 years.
· Carl Crawford of Wyandotte has stolen 40 or more bases for 5 straight seasons.

· Roy Halladay of Buffalo has posted 10 or more victories for 6 straight seasons.
· Rady Johnson became just the second NABC hurler to pass the 4000 strikeout mark.

· Mike Mussina of Cape Spear has started at least 25 games in each of his 16 NABC campaigns and has joined the 3000+ strikeout club.

· Roy Oswalt of Bobcaygeon has now won 11 or more games in all 7 of his NABC seasons, and has posted 14 or more wins for the last 4 years.

· Johan Santana of Massillon has at least 14 wins, 240 strikeouts and 274 innings for 4 straight years.

· Jake Peavy of Pontiac has won at least 13 games for 4 straight years.

· John Smoltz of San Antonio has won 10 or more games the last 8 seasons that he has been a starting pitcher (1996-2000 and 2006-2008).

· Mariano Rivera of Bedrock has notched at least 22 saves in 10 of the last 12 seasons, while appearing in at least 52 games in each of those years.
· Francisco Rodriguez has saved 22 or more games in each of his 5 NABC seasons.

· C. C.Sabathia of Saginaw has won 10 or more games for 5 straight seasons.

· Brandon Webb of Livonia has won 19 or more games 3 years in a row and has at least 12 victories in all 5 of his season in the NABC.

· Billy Wagner has appeared in 61+ games for 7 straight seasons.
