2009 NABC STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS



Once again in 2008, the NABC continued to feature the power hitting and high scoring that has characterized the league since the 1995 season, a fifteen year span, although the numbers have continued to decline a bit.  The league average for Home Runs was just 190, the lowest mark since the 1994 pre-steroids era.  The average team posted a .254 batting average, 4 points lower than in 2008, and scored 762 runs, 15 lower than last season.  The NABC once again set a new high with 1189 strikeouts per team.  


Albert Pujols of Livonia was the top offensive player, leading the loop in batting average at .337 and in RBI with 137.  Adam Dunn of San Antonio repeated as home run champ with 54, and also led in runs scored with 131 and walks with 137.  Alex Rodriguez of Pontiac topped the league in slugging percentage at .648, while Manny Ramirez of Brooklyn led in total bases with 366.  Ichiro Suzuki of Beaver Falls led the way with 59 stolen bases.  Cliff Lee of champion Woodland led the NABC in wins (21) and ERA (2.34), while C.C. Sabathia paced the field with 314 strikeouts.  Jonathan Papelbon of Wyandotte posted a league-best 39 saves, while teammate Scott Baker had the best won-lost mark at .783 (18-5).


On an individual basis, there was just one new single season record posted in 2009.  Ryan Howard of Pontiac struck out a staggering 256 times, to break teammate Jack Cust’s 1 year old league standard by 14.  There were no other individual season marks set, but Jack Cust of Pontiac moved into 4th place with 234 strikeouts (quite a breeze in Pontiac again this summer!), and Mark Reynolds of Beaver Falls took 8th with 233 strikeouts.  Scot Shields of Livonia pitched in 104 games to tie for 3rd all-time.


On the team level, as might be expected when the league average strikeout mark is set, there were team marks set as well.  The San Antonio Spartans set the new mark by K’ing 1495 times, while Pontiac recorded the 2nd most ever with 1417.  Meanwhile, both the Midtown Muddogs and Woodland Warlocks pitching staffs recorded 1321 strikeouts, to tie for 3rd  highest ever, while the Estey Maulers K’ed 1311 to rank 6th in NABC annals.  The Woodland Warlocks won 114 games, the 3rd best total ever in the NABC, while the Buffalo Bison set an all-time NABC low mark with just 11 triples.  The Boomtown Rats had 392 doubles to place 6th all-time, while the Bobcaygeon Stars hit just 16 triples to tie for 6th low all-time.


In career batting highlights, Barry Bonds retired with a career leading home run total to 879.  Barry also retained his career leads in runs scored (2594), runs batted in (2508), hits (3370), total bases (6896), doubles (727), walks (2365), games played (3368) and at bats (12081) and seasons played (22, two more than anyone else).  Todd Helton remained first in career batting average at .314, but Albert Pujols has crept up to challenge at .312, ahead of Darin Erstad and Tony Gwynn at .311.  There are now still 8 NABC hitters with career batting averages at or above the coveted .300 mark.  Other career batting leaders remained the same.  Mark McGwire leads in slugging percentage at .589, while Tim Raines still leads in triples with 141.  Jim Thome extended his career lead in strikeouts to 2530, and Rickey Henderson remains the leader with 1614 stolen bases.
Among the pitchers, Greg Maddux stretched his lead over Roger Clemens in career wins to a margin of 392 to 375.  There are 6 other members of the NABC 200 win club, but it none are close to joining the exclusive 300 win club.  Maddux still leads in shutouts (77), while Brandon Webb retained his lead in winning percentage (.686).  Mariano Rivera retained the career ERA lead at 2.29 by a wide margin over Billy Wagner at 2.80, and also leads in saves with 331.  Maddux passed Clemens to take the lead with 700 games started, but Clemens retained his leads with 5553.1 innings pitched, 420 complete games, 5159 strikeouts, plus runs, earned runs, hits and walks allowed.  Nolan Ryan continues to lead in losses with 242, while John Franco still leads in career games pitched (953).  Finally, Clemens has now pitched in 23 NABC seasons, which is 1 more than Maddux.

ODDS AND ENDS

· Alex Rodriguez of Pontiac exceeded the 40 homer mark for the 8th time, and has 30 or more homers 11 times, and has 100 or more runs batted in 11 times, and at least 100 runs scored in 12 of his 13 NABC seasons.

· Albert Pujols of Livonia has hit at least .300 for 6 of his 8 years, with over 100 runs, over 185 hits, over .515 slugging percentage and over 40 doubles in all 8 of his NABC seasons.  He also has 34 or more homers and 113 or more RBI in 7 of 8 seasons.

· Vladimir Guerrero of Bobcaygeon has hit at least 29 homers 89 runs batted in for 11 straight seasons and 100+ RBI 7 times.

· Lance Berkman of Wyandotte has at least 28 homers, 86 runs, 84 runs batted in and 82 walks in all 9 of his seasons.

· Ichiro Suzuki of Beaver Falls has stroked at least 190 hits (with 200 or more 5 times) and stolen 43 or more bases all of his 8 years in the NABC.

· Jim Thome of San Antonio reached the 40 homer plateau for the 8th time and 6th time in 7 years.  He also exceeded 100 runs batted in for the 9th time.

· Manny Ramirez exceeded the 30 homer mark for the 13th time in 14 seasons and has driven home 100 or more runs in 11 of the past 13 seasons.

· Mark Teixiera of Beaver Falls has 29+ home runs and 110+ runs batted in each of his 6 NABC years.

· Adam Dunn of San Antonio has hit 30 or more homers for 7 straight seasons, despite striking out at least 180 times in 6 of those 7 years.

· Derek Jeter of Bedrock has scored 100 runs or more for 5 straight and 10 of the last 11 seasons.

· Carlos Delgado of Brooklyn has at least 32 homers 10 of the past 12 years and has driven in 109 or more runs 9 times.

· Jason Giambi of San Antonio has hit 34 or more homers in 7 different seasons.

· Carlos Beltran of Bedrock has scored 91 or more runs 7 times and driven home 94+ markers 6 times.

· Bobby Abreu of Kansas City has scored at least 100 runs in 7 different seasons and has hit 31 or more doubles for 11 straight years.

· Greg Maddux of Massillon has posted at least 9 victories for 21 straight NABC seasons.

· Mike Mussina of Cape Spear has started at least 25 games in each of his 17 NABC campaigns and has posted 11 or more victories 13 times.

· Roy Oswalt of Bobcaygeon has now won 11 or more games and posted a .500+ winning percentage in all 8 of his NABC seasons, and has started 31 or more games for the last 5 years.

· Mariano Rivera of Bedrock has notched at least 22 saves in 11 of the last 13 seasons, while appearing in at least 52 games in each of those years.

· Johan Santana of Midtown has at least 14 wins, 240 strikeouts and 264 innings for 5 straight seasons.

· Jake Peavy of Pontiac has won at least 13 games and racked up at least 213 K’s for 5 straight years.

· Roy Halladay of Buffalo has posted 10 or more victories for 7 straight seasons.

· C. C.Sabathia of Saginaw has won 10 or more games for 6 straight seasons.

· Brandon Webb of Livonia has won 19 or more games 4 years in a row, including three 20 win campaigns, and has at least 12 victories in all 6 of his seasons in the NABC.

· Danny Haren of San Antonio has at least 10 wins and 33 games started in all 4 of his NABC seasons. 

· Billy Wagner has appeared in 61+ games for 9 straight seasons.

· Barry Zito of Cape Spear has started at least 31 games for 8 straight years, despite posting at least 10 losses in each of those seasons.

