NABC NEWSLETTER - 2010 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


BUFFALO DEFEATS WOODLAND, 4 GAMES TO 1,

TO WIN 2010 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2010 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to the 3rd seeded Buffalo Bison, managed by John Duke, who defeated, manager Rob Milinkovich and his 1st seeded Woodland Warlocks, in a tightly contested 5 game series.  3 of the games were decided by 1 run, with another ended by a walk off 3-run homer.  Since we adopted our 3 division setup and new playoff format in 2000, Buffalo’s victory breaks a run of 10 different teams and managers as champions in the previous 10 seasons, as the Bison are the first club to win 2 NABC crowns since 2000.  The games were played via phone, as, once again, this season all playoff games were contested via either a phone or chat connection.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing games promptly.


For Buffalo manager Duke, in his thirty-second season at the helm of the Bison, this was the 3rd World Series title in 6 WS attempts, plus the twenty-first appearance in the playoffs.  Buffalo’s previous titles were won in 1980 and 2003.  For manager Milinkovich and the defending NABC champion Woodland franchise, this was the second World Series appearance and fourth playoff appearance overall.  


In the series, Woodland captured the opening game, but Buffalo roared back to win the next 4 to complete the stunning upset of the Warlocks, who had by far and away the best regular season record in the NABC.  Over the course of the post-season, the Bison offense was led by Russ Branyan (.292, 6 homers, 12 RBI), Carlos Gonzalez (.273, 5 triples, 11 RBI) and Lyle Overbay (.300, 5 runs).  Roy Halladay started 6 games and posted a 3-0 record with a 1.88 ERA.  For Woodland, Derrek Lee (.235, 2 homers, 8 RBI) was the most consistent run producer, while Felix Hernandez went 3-1 with a 2.10 ERA in 4 starts.  Finally, the Bison won 12 of 15 post-season games, with an unreal 8-1 mark in 1-run decisions.


Congratulations to both John and Rob for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!

PLAYOFF RESULTS:

Play-In Game:

Bobcaygeon Stars over Kansas City Athletics.

First Round:

Bedrock Bombers over Beaver Falls Bats, 4 games to 0.




Buffalo Bison over Bobcaygeon Stars, 4 games to 2.

Second Round:
Woodland Warlocks over Bedrock Bombers, 4 games to 1.




Buffalo Bison over Boomtown Rats, 4 games to 0.

World Series:

Buffalo Bison over Woodland Warlocks, 4 games to 1.

WORLD SERIES – Buffalo 4,  Woodland 1   (Played via phone, by Rob Milinkovich and John Duke, write-up by John Duke)

The Warlocks took the opener before the Bison rebounded to win 4 straight, 3 by 1 run, to take the tile.  For the series, Carlos Gonzalez went 6 for 17, with 2 triples, 1 homer and 6 RBI, while Russ Branyan added 4 for 15, with 3 homers and 6 RBI.  Joakim Soria saved 3 of the 4 wins for the Herd, who batted .212 with 8 homers and outscored Woodland 23 to 17 over 5 games.  Derrek Lee went 6 for 17 with 4 RBI, while Jeremy Ellsbury had 5 for 18 and 5 stolen bases for the Warlocks, who hit .204 with just 3 homers.

Game 1
Woodland 8,  Buffalo 5

The expected pitcher’s duel between the Warlock’s Felix Hernandez and Bison ace Roy Halladay failed to materialize, as each starter allowed 5 earned runs, before Derrek Lee pounded a walk off 3-run homer in the bottom of the 9th off Buffalo closer Joakim Soria.  Matt Holliday cracked a solo homer for Buffalo in the 1st, but Todd Helton answered with an RBI ground out to score J.D. Drew, who had doubled, in the bottom half to tie it at 1.  Drew gave the Warlocks a 2-1 lead in the 3rd with an RBI triple, then Woodland tallied 2 more in the 4th, as Dustin Pedroia smacked an RBI double and then scored on Ronny Paulino’s RBI single to go up, 4-1.  In the Bison 5th, Russ Branyan and Lyle Overbay crushed back-to-back solo homers off Hernandez to narrow the margin to 4-3.  Jeremy Ellsbury delivered an SF in the 7th to give Woodland a 5-3 margin.  With 2 out in the Buffalo 9th, PH Michael Aubrey cracked a 2-run homer, the 4th of the game off King Felix, to tie the game at 5.  In the bottom of the 9th, Bison reliever Mike Gonzalez issued walks to Drew and Helton, around an Ellsbury strikeout, before Soria came on to serve up the 3-run homer by Lee.
WP - Hernandez (CG)  LP - Gonzalez

Game 2
Buffalo 5,  Woodland 4

The Bison took an early 3-0 lead, then hung on as Woodland rallied persistently, but fell short by a run at the end.  Aaron Hill doubled home Asdrubal Cabrera for the first Bison marker in the 1st off starter Cliff Lee.  Carlos Gonzalez added a key 2-run single in the Buffalo 5th to go up, 3-0.  The Warlocks finally got to Buffalo starter Javier Vazquez in the 5th, as Evan Longoria bombed a 2-run tater to narrow the lead to 3-2.  Mike Napoli smacked a solo homer in the Buffalo 6th, but Michael Cuddyer had an RBI ground out in the Woodland 6th bring the count to 4-3, Buffalo.  Each team scored one more in the 7th, as the Bison scratched out an unearned run based on a Jimmy Rolling E-6, before Rollins redeemed himself with a solo shot off reliever Ronald Belisario in his 7th.  This time, Mike Gonzalez and Joakim Soria, who each retired 4 hitters combined to hold the lead for Buffalo and to even the series at a game apiece.

WP - Vazquez  LP - Lee  SV – Soria

WORLD SERIES – Buffalo 4,  Woodland 1   (Played via phone, by Rob Milinkovich and John Duke, write-up by John Duke)   (continued)

Game 3
Buffalo 8,  Woodland 2

As the series shifted to Buffalo’s stadium, the Bison scored early and often off Warlocks starter Johan Santana to take an easy victory behind Jeff Niemann, who allowed just 4 hits and 2 run (1 earned) in 6.2 surprising innings.  Russ Branyan blasted a solo homer in the 2nd and added a 2-run homer in the 4th, both off Santana, to provide the Herd a 3-0 lead.  Woodland scored an unearned tally in the 6th, after an E-2 by Mike Napoli, on an SF by Derrek Lee, but Buffalo bounced back with 2 unearned runs off Woodland reliever Jonathan Broxton on a 2-run double by Mike Lowell, thanks to Broxton’s E-1, to give the Herd a 5-1 lead.  Jimmy Rollins delivered another Woodland SF in the 7th, but the Bison scored 3 more in the 7th off Broxton as Carlos Gonzalez slammed a 2-run triple and then scored on an SF by Branyan.  On the day, Branyan went 3 for 3 with 2 homers and 4 RBI.

WP - Niemann  LP - Santana

 

Game 4
Buffalo 3,  Woodland 2
Roy Halladay and Felix Hernandez hooked up again, and this time both were reasonably effective, as the Herd took a narrow victory, to go up 3 games to 1 in the series.  Carlos Gonzalez drove in the first 2 markers for the Bison with a 4th inning solo homer and a 6th inning RBI triple.  The Warlocks tied it in the 7th, as Derrek Lee doubled, then scored on an RBI triple by Michael Cuddyer.  Cuddyer scored the unearned tying run when Mike Napoli fumbled a grounder for an E-2.  In the Bison 8th PH B.J. Upton walked and came around to score the game winner on an RBI double by Hunter Pence.  Joakim Soria came on to pitch a perfect 9th inning for the save.
WP – Halladay  LP – Hernandez  SV - Soria

Game 5
Buffalo 2,  Woodland 1
The Buffalo squad scratched out a taut 2-1 win to clinch the WS title.  The Warlocks scored first off Herd starter Javier Vazquez in the 3rd, as Miguel Olivo doubled and subsequently scored on an RBI single from Todd Helton.  The Bison scored twice in the 5th off Warlocks starter Cliff Lee to take the lead they would not relinquish.  Mike Lowell doubled, then Fernando Tatis singled home PR Julio Lugo to tie the game at 1.  B.J. Upton then ran for Tatis and motored to 3rd on an H&R single by Hunter Pence, before scoring the game winning run on an SF  by Asdrubal Cabrera off reliever Jonathan Papelbon.  The Bison bullpen protected the narrow 2-1 lead with 4 innings of 1-hit relief, as Joakim Soria recorded the final 2 outs for his 3rd save of the series.

WP - Vazquez  LP - Lee  SV - Soria


PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Woodland 4,  Bedrock 1   (Played via phone, by Rob Milinkovich and Ron Swinkin, write-up by Rob Milinkovich)

Pitching dominated this series, but it was a few key HR's that made the difference.  Woodland outscored Bedrock 13 to 10, over the 5 games, and outhomered the Bombers 7 to 0, as Jimmy Rollins led the way with 2 solo clouts, including the series winner.  Felix Hernandez won both his starts, allowing only 1 unearned run along the way.  Derek Jeter led the Bombers with 7 for 21, plus 2 runs, 2 rbi and 2 steals.  No Carryover Injuries for Woodland.

Game 1
Woodland 2,  Bedrock 0

Matt Cain and Felix Hernandez locked up in a classic duel.  In fact, the game was scoreless thru 8 1/2.  In the bottom of the 9th Jacoby Ellsbury led off with a double but was nailed at 3rd trying to advance on a Todd Helton grounder.  Pinch runner Johnny Damon swiped 2nd base, DerrekLee fanned but Michael Cuddyer hit a walk-off two run shot to end the opener.  A 2-0 Warlocks win.  Hernandez went the distance allowing two hits while walking only one and fanning 7.  Cain went the route surrendering seven hits while fanning five.  He allowed NO walks.   LF Adam Lind was HBP and injured (out for Game two) in the 4th costing the Bombers their best power hitter.  

Game 2 
Woodland 1,  Bedrock 0

Cliff Lee and Justin Verlander hooked up in an even closer game!  The Bombers out hit the Warlocks 6-2 but Ronnie Paulino's solo shot in the 3rd proved to be the only run in a Woodland 1-0 Final.  Lee walked one and K'd 10 in posting back-to-back shutouts to start the series.  Verlander allowed only two hits in the tough luck loss.  He fanned eight and issued three free passes.

Game 3
Bedrock 5,  Woodland 2

Series shifts to Bedrock as Bombers hope to awaken bats.  The home squad draws first blood in the 3rd on a two out, two run single by Chris Coghlan.  They add another pair in the 4th on Derek Jeter's two out, two run base knock to go up 4-0.  A Jimmy Rollins solo shot in the 5th pulled the Warlocks within three, but the Bombers got that right back in the home half on a Gordon Beckham rbi single.  Woodland scored a run in the 7th but Daniel Ray Herrera, Brian Wilson and Mariano Rivera nailed down the 5-2 win for Bedrock to make it a 2-1 Woodland lead in the series.

Game 4
Woodland 3,  Bedrock 1

Derrek Lee's two run blast in the 1st put Woodland up 2-0.  An Adam Lind double and a throwing error by Felix Hernandez got the Bombers within a run in the 5th.  Evan Longoria's solo shot in the 7th would close out the scoring as Hernandez (3 H, 2 BB, 9 K) went the distance in the 3-1 win.  Matt Cain suffered the loss despite another CG.


Game 5
Woodland 5,  Bedrock 4   (11 innings)

Derrek Lee single plates J.D. Drew in the 1st.  Adam Lind single scores Derek Jeter in the home half to tie 1-1.  Bombers take the lead in the 2nd on a DP.  Todd Helton's rbi double in the 3rd knotted the score at 2-2.  Carlos Beltran drove Gordon Beckham home with a two-bagger in the 4th as Bedrock retook the lead 3-2.  In the top of the 7th, Justin Verlander surrendered a PH single to Ryan Raburn.  Daniel Ray Herrera came in to face J.D. Drew who went yard and the Warlocks were back on top 4-3.   With closer Phil Hughes on the hill in the 9th,  PH Rickie Weeks drew a lead off walk.  Nick Johnson flew out to CF and Beltran whiffed as the Bombers were down to their final out.  A Hit & Run single by Jeter moved the tying run to 3rd.  Chris Coghlan delivered Weeks home with another perfect H&R single to tie it at 4-4.  Lind flew out and we went to extras.  A Jimmy Rollins solo HR in the 11th  put the Warlocks up 5-4.  In the home half, Beltran drew a lead off walk and stole second but Jeter and Coghlan fanned before Lind popped out to end the game and the series.  WP-Hughes  LP-Nick Masset


Second Round – Buffalo 4,  Boomtown 0   (Played via phone by John Duke and Chris Stinson, write-up by John Duke)

The Bison swept the Rats, but 3 of the 4 wins were by 1 run.  The Bison pitchers held the Rats to 11 runs and a .231 batting average, while posting a 1.95 ERA for the series.  Roy Halladay posted 2 complete games wins, allowing just 1 earned run in 19 innings.  Russ Branyan led the Herd offense going 8 for 14, with 3 homers (all in game 3), 2 doubles and 6 RBI.  Lyle Overbay chipped in with 7 for 16, 3 doubles and 4 runs.  Ryan Ludwick led the Rats with 6 for 12, 4 runs and 3 RBI.  No carryover injuries for Buffalo. 

Game 1
Buffalo 1,  Boomtown 0

Roy Halladay out pitched Adam Wainwright to win the opener, as the Bison tallied the only run in the 2nd when a bases loaded Wild Pitch by Wainwright allowed Aaron Hill to score..  Halladay limited the Rats to 4 hits and 3 walks, while posting 9 K’s.  The Herd got just 6 hits and 2 walks off Wainwright, who recorded 8 K’s.

Game 2
Buffalo 4,  Boomtown 3

The Rats jumped off to a 3-0 lead in the 2nd off Javier Vazquez.  Ryan Ludwick singled home Nolan Reimold for the first run,  Yunel Escobar tripled to score Ludwick before Ty Wigginton singled home Escobar.  The Bison closed the gap to 3-2 in the third as consecutive doubles by Asdrubal Cabrera, Lyle Overbay and Matt Holliday produced 2 runs.  In the 8th, Russ Branyan delivered a clutch 2-run double off Jair Jurrjens for the game tying and winning runs.

Game 3
Buffalo 10,  Boomtown 4

The Bison broke out for 10 runs and 18 hits off Josh Beckett and a parade of relievers and coasted to victory.  Beckett allowed 6 runs, all earned, and 8 hits in just 2.1 innings.  Bison starter Jeff Niemann wasn’t much better, allowing 4 earned runs and 4 hits in his 3.1 innings, before the Herd relievers came in to hold the Rats scoreless despite allowing 7 more hits.  Russ Branyan led the Bison attack with 3 Home Runs, good for 4 runs.  Lyle Overbay went 4 for 4 with 2 doubles and scored 3 times.  Carlos Gonzalez tripled home the first Bison run in the 1st, before Ryan Ludwick slammed a 2-run homer to put the Rats up 2-1 in the 2nd.  Branyan hit a solo shot to tie it at 2 in the 2nd, then Mike Lowell added a 2-run homer as the Herd led 4-2 after 2.  Branyan added a 2-run blast in the 3rd to chase Beckett.  Juan Rivera stroked a 2-run homer in the Rats 4th to close the margin to 6-4 and send Niemann to an early shower.  Gonzalez hit his second RBI triple of the day to make it 7-4 Bison in the 4th and Branyan bombed his 3rd straight tater (again solo) in the 5th.  Mike Lowell drove in single runs in the 5th with a ground out and in the 7th with a double to account for the final score.

Game 4
Buffalo 5,  Boomtown 4   (10 innings)

The Bison prevailed in a see-saw battle to complete the series sweep.  Rou Halladay went all the way for the win, as he allowed 9 hits and just 1 earned run.  The Rats jumped to an early 3-0 lead, as Willie Harris led off the game with a triple and scored on an SF by A.J. Pierzynski.  Boomtown added 2 unearned markers in the 2nd after an E-2 by Mike Napoli, as Ty Wigginton and Harris delivered RBI singles.  The Bison responded with 3 runs in the 3rd off Adam Wainwright to tie the game, as Asdrubal Cabrera doubled home a run, Carlos Gonzalez singled in another and Aaron Hill hit an SF.  Wigginton singled home another unearned Rats run in the 4th after an E-7 by Matt Holliday.  The Bison tied the game at 4 in the 8th on a PH RBI double by Michael Aubrey.  The Bison scored the game and series winner in the 10th without benefit of a hit.  Reliever Darren O’Day walked Hill, then Angel Guzman plunked Russ Branyan with a pitch.  Reliever Mike Adams then uncorked a Wild Pitch as Lyle Overbay was trying to sacrifice.  Finally, Overbay delivered an SF off Adams to score Hill.

First Round – Bedrock 4,  Beaver Falls 0   (Played via phone by Ron Swinkin and Brian Lebeck, write-up by Ron Swinkin (1&2) and Brian Lebeck (3&4)

Bedrock sweeps Beaver Falls, winning the 1st 2 games by a run, game 3 by 2 runs and game 4 by a wide margin.   Bedrock held the Beaver Falls lineup in check, holding them to 10 runs in the series.  For Bedrock, everything worked in the series.  Lots of hitting and running, lots of steals. All the managerial decisions were the right ones. Beaver Falls wasn't so lucky.  Jorge Posada (6-15, 2 HR, 4 rbi), Derek Jeter (7-18, 4 runs) and Chris Coghlan (6-16, 7 rbi) led Bedrock, while Matt Cain won twice and Mariano Rivera saved 3 games.  Mark Reynolds (4-15, 2 HR, 3 rbi) topped the Bats attack.  No carryover injuries for Bedrock.

Game 1
Bedrock 5,  Beaver Falls 4

Matt Cain vs. Rick Porcello.  No scoring until the 4th when a Jorge Posada HR stakes Bedrock to a 1-0 lead.  Beaver Falls ties it at 1 in the bottom of the 5th, when Jose Lopez, who led off with a double, scores on a FC.  Bedrock goes back into the lead in the 6th, when Gordon Beckham hits a SF after Bedrock had loaded the bases and Porcello was pulled.  The lead is short lived as Mark Teixeira hits a 2 run HR in the bottom of the 6th to put Beaver Falls back on top 3-2.  Bedrock takes the lead back in the 7th scoring 2 runs off of Rafael Betancourt, highlighted by an rbi triple by Chris Coghlan.  Bedrock adds to their lead in the 8th when Luis Castillo hits a 2 out single, steals 2nd and scores on a Denard Span single.  Mariano Rivera takes over for Cain in the bottom of the 9th and surrenders a solo HR to Mark Reynolds, but holds on for the save in a Bedrock 5-4 win.  WP: Cain  LP: Betancourt

Game 2
Bedrock 2,  Beaver Falls 1

Justin Verlander vs. Nick Blackburn.  Beaver Falls takes an early 1-0 lead when Mark Reynolds leads off the 2nd with a HR.  Bedrock comes right back to tie it in the top of the 3rd, when Denard Span, Derek Jeter and Chris Coghlan hit 3 singles in a row.  Beaver Falls singles 4 times in the 6th, but does not score as Mark Teixeira is nailed at 2nd trying to stretch a single to a double and Reynolds is caught stealing after a single.  Bedrock takes the lead in the 8th when Jeter singles, steals 2nd and scores on an Adam Lind single.  Beaver Falls threatens to tie it in the bottom of the 8th when Hanley Ramirez leads off with a double.  Verlander is relieved with one out and Nick Masset and Daniel Ray Herrera get the final 2 outs stranding Ramirez at 3rd.  Mariano Rivera comes in to start the bottom of the 9th and gives up a 1 out double to Mike Cameron, but closes the door to get his second save of the series as Bedrock takes a 2-0 series lead.  Final score 2-1.  WP: Verlander  LP: Blackburn

Game 3
Bedrock 5,  Beaver Falls 3

Bedrock going home having taken games 1 and 2 in Beaver Falls. The lefty versus lefty with Jon Lester for Bedrock and Zach Duke for Beaver Falls.  Bedrock opens the scoring in the second with a one out double by Rickie Weeks then Jorge Posada singles him in for a Bedrock 1-0 lead.  Beaver Falls gets on the board in the 4th when Jose Lopez homers to tie it 1.  In the bottom of the inning, Bedrock takes back the lead with a 2 out walk to Gordon Beckham and singles by Luis Castillo and Denard Span.  2-1 Bedrock.  Beaver Falls ties it on another solo homer, this time by Ichiro Suzuki.  Tied at 2. However, this is were the game changes.  Bedrock comes back immediately with 2 runs in their fifth.  Doubles by Chris Coghlan and Weeks and a single by Beckham open a 4-2 lead for Bedrock.  Bedrock adds one more in the 6th when Nick Johnson gets hit and scores after consecutive singles by Derek Jeter and Coghlan.  A 5-2 lead.  Beaver Falls gets one back in the 9th on a homer by Jonny Gomes, but Mariano Rivera comes on and retires the final 3 batters.  Lester the Win, Rivera the Save and Duke the loss, as Bedrock takes a commanding 3-0 game lead in the series.

Game 4
Bedrock 10,  Beaver Falls 2

Rick Porcello vs. Matt Cain.  After a brief lead by Beaver Falls in the 1st when Mark Reynolds singles in Ichiro Suzuki, Bedrock takes the lead early on and error, a single, a walk and a double by Adam Lind that scores 2.  With Bedrock up 2-1 in the 3rd, they open a comfortable lead by scoring 4 more.  A hit batter, walk, 2 singles a double, a sac fly, and a homer by Jorge Posada build the lead to 6 to 1.  Then Bedrock decides to rub it in a bit in the 5th with a double, single and ground out scoring 2 more for an 8-1 lead.  Beaver Falls makes a whimper in the 7th when Will Venable drives in a run with a double to cut the margin to 8-2.  Yet, Bedrock busts it open with 3 more in the 8th on their way to an 11-2 win and a series sweep.  In game 4, Jorge Posada with a homer and a double, Lind with 2 doubles, and Span leading off gets on base on an error and getting hit twice.  The win to Cain and the loss to Porcello.

First Round – Buffalo 4,  Bobcaygeon 2   (Played via phone by John Duke and Mark McElwee, write-up by John Duke)

The Bison rallied to take the final 3 games and prevail in a tightly played 6-game set, with 5 of 6 games decided by 1 or 2 runs.  Matt Holliday led the Bison offense with 10 for 24, including 3 doubles and a homer, 3 runs and 4 RBI.  Mike Napoli went 5 for 18 with 2 homers, 4 runs and 6 RBI, while Hunter Pence was 7 for 25, with 2 homers, 6 runs and 4 RBI.  Carlos Pena led the Stars with 5 for 23, with 3 homers, 4 runs and 6 RBI, while Cristian Guzman went 8 for 22, with 4 runs scored.  No carryover injuries for Buffalo.

Game 1  
 Bobcaygeon 4,  Buffalo 2

Adrian Gonzalez gave the Stars an early 2-0 lead with a 2-run homer off Bison starter Roy Halladay in the 3rd.  Matt Holliday lifted the Bison into a 2-2 tie with an SF in the 3rd and a solo blast off Stars starter J.A. Happ in the 6th.  Vlad Guerrero crushed a game winning 2-run tater off Bison relief ace Joakim Soria in the 9th for the opening win.

 

Game 2   
Buffalo 4,  Bobcaygeon 3

The Bison evened the series at 1 with a seesaw victory.  The Stars scored in the 1st on a bases loaded walk to David DeJesus and added a second run in the 2nd on Cristian Guzman’s solo homer.  Hunter Pence then crushed a 3-run homer off Stars starter Erick Bedard in the 2nd to give the Herd a 3-2 lead.  Ryan Zimmerman smacked a solo shot in the Stars 3rd to tie the game at 3.  Bison starter Javier Vazquez left the game with an injury 1 hitter after the Zimmerman homer and will be out for 7 days (missing the rest of the series).  Asdrubal Cabrera singled home PR B.J. Upton in the 7th with the game winning run to give the win to reliever Joe Thatcher. 

 

Game 3  
 Bobcaygeon 4,  Buffalo 3   (12 innings)

The Bison led 3-0 after 2 innings but never scored again, as the Stars rallied to lead the series 2 games to 1.  Aaron Hill drove in the first run in the 1st with a ground out.  In the Bison 2nd, B.J. Upton doubled home a run and then scored on an RBI single by Asdrubal Cabrera.  Carlos Pena tied it at 3 for the Stars in the 5th, with a mighty 3-run homer off starter Jeff Niemann.  Pena then plated Cristian Guzman, who led off the frame with a triple, for the game winner in the bottom of the 12th with an SF off loser Joe Thatcher.  For the game, the Bison were 0 for 4 on steal attempts including an ill-fated attempt to steal home by Carlos Gonzalez in the 8th inning.

Game 4 
 Buffalo 6,  Bobcaygeon 1

Roy Halladay twirled a complete game 4-hitter, with 11 K’s and no walks to even the series at 2 games each.  Matt Holliday doubled in the first Bison run in the 1st, then Mike Napoli added a 2-run bomb in the 2nd off Stars starter J.A. Happ.  Adrian Gonzalez doubled home the only Stars run in the 3rd, but the Herd broke it open with 3 runs in the 6th, as Russ Branyan delivered an SF and Napoli capped a 4 RBI game with a 2-run double.

 

Game 5  
 Buffalo 6,  Bobcaygeon 5

In the pivotal game of the series, Buffalo hopped out to a 6-1 lead in the 6th, before surviving a furious Bobcaygeon rally to go up 3-2 in the series.  Ryan Zimmerman doubled home a Stars run in the 1st, but Hunter Pence doubled and came all the way around to score on an E-7 by Torii Hunter to tie the game in the 3rd.  Mike Lowell cracked a 2-run homer in the 5th, then, in the 6th, Aaron Hill singled in a run and Mike Napoli poled a 2-run homer to put the Bison and emergency starter Ross Ohlendorf up 6-1.  Adrian Gonzalez slammed a solo homer for the Stars in the 6th to end Ohlendorf’s stint, but Carlos Pena greeted reliever J.P. Howell with another solo blast to cut the Herd’s lead to 6-3.  Pena cracked another solo shot in the 8th, this time off Ronald Belisario and Russell Martin narrowed the margin to 6-5 with a 9th inning SF, before Joakim Soria finally closed the door.

Game 6   
Buffalo 5,  Bobcaygeon 3

The Stars struck for 3 runs off Bison starter Jeff Niemann in the 1st, as Carlos Pena singled, then advanced on an E-7 by Matt Holliday and ultimately scored on a PB by Mike Napoli.  Ryan Zimmerman and David DeJesus added RBI singles in the frame.  The Bison rallied for 4 runs in the 3rd off starter Wandy Rodriguez, as Matt Holliday doubled in a run, Carlos Gonzalez chased home 2 more with a triple and Aaron Hill delivered an SF.  Hunter Pence rocked a solo shot in the 5th and the Bison pen did the rest, by allowing no runs and just 2 hits in 5.2 innings, as Ronald Belisario recorded the final out for the save.  

Play-In Game – Bobcaygeon 10,  Kansas City 6   (Played via phone by Mark McElwee and Andy Robertson, write-up by Mark McElwee)

No scoring until the 6th inning, when Adrian Gonzalez went deep with a 3-run blast.  Carlos Pena then doubled, chasing starter Randy Wells.  He was singled home by Casey McGehee, completing the line for Wells.  But the Stars were not done, as Torii Hunter launched a 2-run shot off of Matt Guerrier.  Francisco Cordero was summoned in to stop the hemorrhaging.  Meanwhile, Wandy Rodriguez was busy striking people out, with 10 K's thru 8 IP.  The KC bullpen continued to struggle in 8 and 9, surrendering another HR to Ryan Zimmerman as the Stars manager emptied the bench to avoid injury to most of the starting lineup.  The bottom of the 9th saw a furious comeback by the Athletics.  Wandy walked the first 2 batters and gave up a single to Ryan Braun, scoring Bobby Abreu to spoil the shutout, but they weren't done yet.  Scott Downs replaced Wandy and induced a ground ball out by Paul Konerko.  But he then gave up a walk and a double to Pudge Rodriguez, cutting the lead to 10-4.  Enter Brian Sanches to try to nip the rally, and he is greeted with a deep deep fly by Freddy Sanchez that looked like a home run - until David DeJesus brought back into the park for out number 2.  Juan Pierre then smacked a double, plating 2 more runs, but Sanches retired Abreu (batting for the 2nd time in the 9th inning)to secure the win.  Final Score: 10-6 Stars.
2011 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 5th, 2011, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

If you haven’t ordered your disk and/or cards yet, you may want to do so soon.  The disks are supposed to be ready to mail in November and the cards in December.  I will put out the rule change proposal request soon, and I expect the yearbook to be complete in mid-December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT

· Woodland sends Billy Wagner and Johan Santana to Can-Am for Anibal Sanchez, Jason Kubel and Jhonny Peralta

