NABC NEWSLETTER - 2011 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


LIVONIA DEFEATS DUBLIN, 4 GAMES TO 2,

TO WIN 2011 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2011 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to the 6th seeded Livonia Lynx, managed by Tom Kusch, who defeated rookie manager Nick Dorn and his 5th seeded Dublin Ducks, in a back-and-forth 6 game series.  The series was knotted at 2 games apiece, before Livonia came on to take the final 2 games.  Since we adopted our 3 division setup and new playoff format in 2000, this is the first matchup of #5 and #6 seeds in the World Series.  The games were played via phone, as, once again, this season all playoff games were contested via either a phone or chat connection.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing games promptly.

For Livonia manager Kusch, in his 28th season in the NABC and 11th at the helm of the Lynx, this was the 3rd World Series title in 8 WS attempts, including 2 of 5 with the Lynx, plus the 18th appearance in the playoffs, and 7th with the Lynx.  Tom’s previous titles were won in 1988 and 2007.  For manager Nick Dorn, in his rookie year, this was his first playoff and finals appearance.  The Dublin franchise, now has 18 playoff appearances overall, plus 6 World Series titles in 8 tries, with the most recent title in 1998.  

In the series, Livonia won the last 2 games, including a 14-6 romp in game 6.  Over the course of the post-season, the Lynx offense was led by Rafael Furcal (.364, 28 for 77, 7 doubles, 15 runs and 12 RBI).  Magglio Ordonez (.303, 20-66, 3 homers, 13 RBI) and Albert Pujols ( a disappointing .216, but 8 doubles and 14 RBI) helped the Livonia cause.  Daniel Hudson posted a 6-1 record with a 2.77 ERA in 7 post-season starts, including victories in the clinching game of both the second round and the final series.  For Dublin, Miguel Cabrera (.288, 17-59, 4 homers, 10 runs, 11 RBI) and Billy Butler (.319, 22 for 69, 7 doubles, 7 RBI) were the most consistent hitters, while Matt Kemp (.226, but 6 homers and 14 RBI) had his moments, as well.  Ubaldo Jimenez went 5-1 with a 3.35 ERA in 6 starts, but came up short in the finale.

Congratulations to both Tom and Nick for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!

PLAYOFF RESULTS:

First Round:

Dublin Ducks over San Antonio Spartans, 4 games to 1.




Livonia Lynx over Buffalo Bison, 4 games to 3.

Second Round:
Dublin Ducks over Midtown Muddogs, 4 games to 3.




Livonia Lynx over Can-Am Drifters, 4 games to 3.

World Series:

Livonia Lynx over Dublin Ducks, 4 games to 2.
WORLD SERIES – Livonia 4,  Dublin 2   (Played via phone, by Tom Kusch and Nick Dorn, highlights from Tom Kusch)

The 6th seeded Lynx took the final 2 games to break a 2-2 tie and win the title over the #5 seeded Ducks.  David DeJesus (9-20, 2 HR, 5 runs, 4rbi), Magglio Ordonez (9-20, 3 doubles, 4 RBI) and Albert Pujols (7-22, 3 doubles, 6 RBI), led a balanced attack for Livonia, which posted a .317 average in the 6 games, with 5 homers.  Also, Daniel Hudson posted 2 victories, including the clinching game 6.  Miguel Cabrera (6-21, 2 HR, 4rbi) led the way for the Ducks, who hit just .204 for the series, but did stroke 8 home runs.
Game 1
Livonia 3,
Dublin 1
Livonia scored 2 runs in the top of the ninth, thanks to an error by Miguel Cabrera on a throw, to break a 1 - 1 tie and give Livonia the win.  Darren Oliver was the WP in relief, and Mat Latos the tough-luck losing pitcher.
Game 2
Dublin 6,
Livonia 4
Dublin scored 5 in the first 4 innings and never looked back.  Lynx make a mini comeback, only to have Hong-Chih Kuo slam the door.  WP – Stephen Strasburg LP – Adam Wainwright  Homers – Matt Kemp, Magglio Ordonez and Billy Butler.
Game 3
Livonia 8,
Dublin 2
Pitchers duel for 4+ innings turned into batting practice for Livonia as they scored 5 runs in the 6th to break it open.  WP – Daniel Hudson LP – Brett Cecil  Homers – Jay Bruce and Danny Valencia.
Game 4
Dublin 3,
Livonia 2
Livonia was up 2 - 1 through 6, when Mat Latos of Dublin hurt his shoulder warming up in the 6th and is out for 10 days, so he will miss the remainder of the series, but none of it mattered thanks to a Jay Bruce 2 run bomb in the 7th.  Carlos Marmol and Hong-Chih Kuo shut down the Lynx the rest of the way.  WP – Carlos Marmol LP – Chris Carpenter.  Series tied at 2 games each.
Game 5
Livonia 3,
Dublin 2
Dublin struck first on a Miguel Cabrera 2 run homer in the 1st.  Livonia got one back in the 1st on a David DeJesus homer.  A triple by Rafael Furcal and a wild pitch by Stephen Strasburg tied it in the 6th.  Livonia ended it on a walkoff single by Lorenzo Cain in the 9th off Neftali Feliz.  WP – Adam Wainwright LP – Stephen Strasburg.  Livonia up, 3 games to 2.

Game 6
Livonia 14,
Dublin 6
Game 6 pitted Daniel Hudson from Livonia vs. a "recovering from injury" Ubaldo Jiminez for Dublin. Ubaldo was still feeling the effects of his layoff in the first, as Rafael Furcal led off the game with a double, followed an out later by a 2 run homer by Albert Pujols.  Magglio Ordonez then doubled, and scored on a Colby Rasmus single to make it 3-0.  Martin Prado homered in the bottom of the first to cut the deficit to 3-1, but Livonia scored 4 more in the 2nd and 2 more in the 4th to break the game open.  Albert Pujols went 4 for 5, with 2 doubles, a homer and 4 RBI, while David DeJesus added 4 for 4, with 4 runs and 4 RBI. Livonia wins game 6 by a score of 14 - 6, and the series 4 games to 2.

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Dublin 4,  Midtown 3   (Played via phone, by Nick Dorn and Bryan Rizzo, highlights from Bryan Rizzo, games 1-2 and Nick Dorn, games 3-7)
The #5 seeded Ducks came back from down 3 games to 2 to upset the #2 seeded Muddogs.  Ubaldo Jimenez posted 3 victories in the series, to run his post-season record to 5-0 with a 1.54 ERA, and Brett Cecil added a shutout in game 6.  Matt Kemp had just 4 hits in 23 at bats, but all 4 hits were homers, good for 9 RBI.  Ian Kinsler and Billy Butler both went 7 for 28 to lead the Ducks.  For Midtown, Clayton Kershaw posted 2 complete game wins with a 0.50 ERA, while Joey Votto (10-27, 5 doubles, 3 homers, 8 runs and 9 RBI) was unstoppable and Josh Hamilton added 3 homers and 6 RBI.  Ubaldo Jimenez of Dublin is injured for 8 days, so he will miss the first 5 games of the World Series.


Game 1
Dublin 8,
Midtown 3
Midtown and Dublin split the first two games with both being blowouts.  Dublin took out Felix Hernandez 8-3, behind Ubaldo Jimenez in the opener while Matt Kemp hit a 3 run homer in game one to make the big difference.  Billy Butler added 3 doubles and 2 RBI.

Game 2 
Midtown 8,
Dublin 0
Clayton Kershaw spun an 8-0 shutout to even the series, as Josh Hamilton hit a 2 run shot in the first inning.
Game 3
Midtown 6,
Dublin 4
Joey Votto, 2 runs, 1 double, 3 rbis, 1 homer.  Kelly Johnson, 3 for 5, 1 run, 1 double.
Note: Andre Ethier of Midtown is injured for 6 days, so he will miss the remainder of this series.

Game 4
Dublin 4,
Midtown 1
Ian Kinsler, 2 for 3, 1 double, 2 runs.  Miguel Cabrera, 1 hit, 1 run, 2 rbis, 1 double.  Ubaldo Jimenez complete game 7-hitter.

Game 5
Midtown 7,
Dublin 1
Joey Votto, 4 for 5, 3 runs, 2 doubles, 3 rbi’s, 1 home run.  Josh Hamilton, 2 runs, 1 hr, 2 rbis.  Clayton Kershaw complete game 3-hitter.

Game 6
Dublin 5,
Midtown 0
Brett Cecil tossed a 5-hit shutout and Matt Kemp slammed a 2nd-inning grand slam. 

Game 7
Dublin 3,
Midtown 2
Ubaldo Jimenez defeated Felix Hernandez for the 3rd time in the series, but will be injured for the next 8 days.  Martin Prado had a solo homer and Jay Bruce added a 2-run homer.  Ryan Braun had a late 2-run homer for Midtown.
Note: Ubaldo Jimenez of Dublin is injured for 8 days, so he will miss the first 5 games of the World Series.

Second Round – Livonia 4,  Can-Am 3   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and Mike Dorn, highlights from Mike Dorn, games 1 and 2 and Tom Kusch, games 3-7)
The #6 seeded Lynx edged the #1 seeded Drifters in an exciting 7 game series.  Rafael Furcal (12-27, 4 doubles, 5 runs and 5 rbi) led the way for Livonia, while Magglio Ordonez (7-24, 3 doubles and 5 RBI) and David Ortiz (4-15, 2 homers, 5 rbi) added production.  Daniel Hudson won 2 games for the Lynx, including game 7.  Delmon Young (9-29, 6 doubles, 4 runs and 4 rbi) and Jason Heyward (5-25, 2 homers, 6 rbi) keyed the Drifters attack.  No carryover injuries for Livonia. 
Game 1
Livonia 3,
  Can-Am 1
Dan Hudson outdueled Clay Buchholz in a 3-1 Lynx win, with late help from the bullpen.  Furcal solo HR in 6th was the big blow of the game as Lynx went up 2-1 at that point. 
Game 2
Livonia 7,
  Can-Am 6
Can-Am racked Brett Myers to take a 4-0 lead, but Max Scherzer couldn’t stop Lynx with the lead.  David Ortiz Grandslam in the 5th boosted Livonia to a 6-5 lead.  Moylan yielded a 2B to Young to drive in the tying run in the bottom of 6th.  Ellis 2b in 9th off Casilla plated Rasmus with the winning run as Oliver closed out Drifters in 7-6 win.
Game 3
Can-Am 4,
Livonia 3
T2 Alex Rios hits 2 run homer off Wainwright - C 2 - L 0

T5 Wild pitch scores Scutaro from 3rd - C 3 - L 0

B6 Pujols doubles home Torrealba to end Liriano shutout - C 3 - L 1

B8 Cain 1b, Furcal RBI double, walk to Pujols and a Mags single tied the game off Soriano - C 3 - L 3

T9 McGehee walk, McDonald H&R single and infield hit for Crisp breaks tie off Wainwright - C 4 - L 3

B9 Ellis walk only base runner of the inning.

WP Soriano  LP Wainwright

Game 4
Can-Am 2,
Livonia 1
B2 H&R double by Torrealba scores Ellis - L 1 - C 0

T7 Victor Martinez lead-off homer breaks up Hudson shutout - C 1 - L 1

T8 Barton walk, Infante bounce out and single by Delmon Young breaks the tie - C 2 - L 1

B9 Soriano strikes out the side to preserve win for Buchholz

WP Buchholz  LP D Hudson  SV Soriano - series tied 2 - 2

Game 5
Livonia 8,
  Can-Am 5
T1 Infante homer off Carpenter, making his first postseason start - C 1 - L 0

B2 Ordonez and Ortiz walk, Rasmus doubles one home, Valencia singles one in, SF by Ellis chases Scherzer - L 3 - C 1

B3 Furcal 1B, HBP to Pujols and 3 run bomb by Ordonez off Santana - L 6 - C 1

T4 Rios single, McGehee H&R single and SF by Scutaro - L 6 - C 2

T5 Infante 1B, Young RBI double, and opposite field 2 run homer from Heyward - L 6 - C 5

B7 Cain singled, stole second, single by Furcal and RBI groundout by Pujols plates insurance run - L 7 - C 5

B8 Alfonso Soriano homered - L 8 - C 5

WP Kohn  LP Scherzer  SV Capps - Livonia leads series 3 games to 2

Second Round – Livonia 4,  Can-Am 3   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and Mike Dorn, highlights from Mike Dorn, games 1 and 2 and Tom Kusch, games 3-7)


(continued)
Game 6
Can-Am 6,
Livonia 5
The Lynx carried a 4-3 edge into the 8th inning, before the Drifters took a 1-run lead on a 2-run homer by Jason Heyward off reliever Darren Oliver, but Livonia bounced back to tie the game at 5-all with a run off Can-Am closer Rafael Soriano (2nd blown save of the series).  However, the Drifters came back with an unearned tally in the bottom of the 9th off Oliver for a 6-5 win.
Game 7
Livonia 5,
  Can-Am 1
Daniel Hudson shut down the Drifters offense with 1 run and 7 hits in 7.2 innings and the Lynx pulled away with 3 runs in the final 2 frames to take the series.  Lorenzo Cain had 2 hits and 2 RBI while David Ortiz added 2 hits, including a solo homer, for the Lynx.  Omar Infante had 2 hits and the only RBI for Can-Am.
First Round – Livonia 4,  Buffalo 3   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and John Duke, write-up by John Duke)
The #6 seeded Lynx prevailed in a 7-game battle with the defending champion #3 seeded Bison, insuring that there would be no repeat champion again this year in the NABC.   The series was very closely contested, with 6 of the 7 games decided by 1 or 2 runs, as the Bison outscored the Lynx 27 to 21 overall.  Rafael Furcal led the Lynx offense with 9 for 25, including 5 runs and 4 RBI.  Albert Pujols (6-26) added 3 doubles, 2 homers and 5 RBI.  Aubrey Huff led the Bison with 8 for 26 and scored 4 runs, while Jose Bautista (5-25) bashed 4 solo homers along the way, as 7 of the 8 homers struck by Buffalo were solo shots.  David DeJesus of Livonia has a carryover injury of 10 days, which will force him to miss the 2nd round series.
Game 1  
 Buffalo 4,
Livonia 2
Roy Halladay outpitched Adam Wainwright to take the opener, as Jose Bautista and Jim Edmonds both poked solo homers to overcome an early 1-0 deficit.  Colby Rasmus poled a solo shot for Livonia with 1 down in the 9th, before Joakim Soria came on to record the final 2 outs.

 
Game 2   
Livonia 4,
Buffalo 2
The Lynx took an early 2-0 lead with RBI singles by Magglio Ordonez and Mark Ellis in the first 2 frames.  Asdrubal Cabrera singled in a Bison run in the 4th, before Albert Pujols smashed a 2-run double in the 7th off reliever Cole Hamels to insure the win for Daniel Hudson over Shaun Marcum.  Jose Bautista slammed an 8th inning homer off Hudson, before Darren Oliver got 2 outs in the 9th for the save.

 
Game 3  
 Buffalo 9,
Livonia 0
Tim Hudson tossed a complete game, 3-hit shutout and enjoyed the Herd’s 10 hit attack against starter Brett Myers and 2 relievers.  Aaron Hill keyed a 4-run 2nd inning rally with a 2-run triple and the Bison scored 3 more in the 5th on a solo homer by Carlos Gonzalez and a 2-run bomb by Hunter Pence to complete the rout.

First Round – Livonia 4,  Buffalo 3   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and John Duke, write-up by John Duke)

(continued)

Game 4 
 Livonia 4,
Buffalo 2

This time, Adam Wainwright outpitched Roy Halladay to bring the Lynx back to level with the Bison for the series.  Asdrubal Cabrera singled in a run in the Bison 2nd, but David Ortiz slammed a solo homer to tie it in the Lynx half of the inning.  Albert Pujols crushed a 2-run homer for Livonia in the 6th to take a lead they never gave up.  PH Magglio Ordonez doubled in an insurance tally for the Lynx in the 7th, before Matt Holliday doubled in a Bison run in the 8th.  The difference in the game was 2 Bison runners thrown out at the plate (in the 4th and 8th) by Lynx RF Colby Rasmus.

Note: David DeJesus of Livonia is injured for 14 days, so he will miss the rest of this series and all of the second round games.
 
Game 5  
 Livonia 5,
Buffalo 4
Daniel Hudson captured his 2nd win of the series, but not without a struggle.  Aubrey Huff cracked a solo homer in the 1st for Buffalo, but the Lynx came back with 3 off starter Shaun Marcum in their half, as the first scored on a Magglio Ordonez ground out, before David Ortiz slammed a 2-run homer.  Jose Bautista smashed a solo shot to start a 3-run 3rd for the Bison, capped by a PH 2-run double by Jim Edmonds.  But in the 6th, Albert Pujols and Ordonez delivered back-to-back solo homers off Bison reliever and loser Alexi Ogando for the game winning runs.  Matt Capps came on for 2 innings of shutout relief, before Craig Breslow came on to retire Carlos Gonzalez for the final out.

Game 6   
Buffalo 5,
Livonia 4
The Bison force a 7th game, as Tim Hudson beats Brett Myers for the second time in the series.  The Lynx scored a run in the 2nd on a ground out by Mark Ellis, but an E-6 by Rafael Furcal opened the doors for the Bison to score 4 unearned runs in the 2nd, as B.J. Upton doubled home 2 runs, then Aubrey Huff singled home Upton and Carlos Gonzalez doubled home Huff.  The Herd added another unearned marker in the 4th, when Huff tripled and scored on a PB by Yorvit Torrealba.  Hudson was cruising into the 7th, when he allowed a couple of base runners with 1 out.  Furcal greeted Bison closer Joakim Soria with a 3-run homer, but Soria recovered to post the 8-out save.

Game 7   
Livonia 2,
Buffalo 1
The Lynx move on to the 2nd round with a thrilling 2-1 victory, as Adam Wainwright bests Roy Halladay for the 2nd time in 3 tries.  Lorenzo Cain, subbing for the injured David DeJesus, led off the game with a solo homer and Livonia added an insurance run in the 3rd on an RBI double by Rafael Furcal.  Jose Bautista poled a solo homer off Wainwright in the 7th.  With 2 out in the 9th, Darren Oliver came on to face Carlos Gonzalez who singled, but Michael Kohn came on to retire Matt Holliday for the final out.

Note: Mike Napoli of Buffalo is injured for 5 days.

First Round – Dublin 4,  San Antonio 1   (Played via chat room by Nick Dorn and Larry Bond, highlights from Nick Dorn)
Dublin, the #5 seed, rolled over # 4 seed San Antonio in 5 games, dropping only game 3 along the way.  Ubaldo Jimenez, with 2 complete games, and Mat Latos both posted 2 victories, while Stephen Drew (5-19, 3 homers, 7 rbi) and Billy Butler (10-20, 3 runs, 4 rbi) led the offense.  Jim Thome (5-17, 3 runs, 3 rbi) paced the Spartans who hit just .208 as a team.  No carryover injuries for Dublin.
Game 1
Dublin 5,
San Antonio 2
Jimenez: W
Gonzalez: L

Jimenez had a shutout until a two run homer in the eighth by Betemit.  For Dublin, Drew had a 2 run homer, Kinsler had two runs and Kemp had one run.
Note: Chris Young of San Antonio is injured for 1 game so he will miss game 2 of this series.

Game 2
Dublin 4,
San Antonio 2
Latos: W
Anderson: L

For the Ducks, Cabrera had one run and went 3 for 5, Bruce had 1 run and McCann had a homer, Thome had a homer for San Antonio.
Game 3
San Antonio 8,
Dublin 1
Cecil: L
Richard: W 

For the Spartans, Soto had a two run homer and scored a run, Tulowitzki scored a run, Thome scored a run and had two ribbeys, Beltre had one RBI and Young had two ribbeys, a run, and went 3 for 5.  Drew hit a homer for the only Dublin run.
Game 4
Dublin 4,
San Antonio 1
Jimenez: W
Gonzalez: L

Drew had one run, Butler had a two run homer, Cabrera had a homer and Kinsler had one run and an RBI to lead Dublin.
Game 5
Dublin 6,
San Antonio 2

Latos: W
Anderson: L

Drew had one run four RBIs, a homer, and a double for Dublin.  Also Butler had 2 runs and one RBI, Prado and Cabrera both had runs.  Latos had a shutout until the ninth because of a two run homer by Swisher.
2012 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 3rd 2012, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

If you haven’t ordered your disk and/or cards yet, you may want to do so soon.  The disks are supposed to be ready to mail in late November and the cards in late December.  I will put out the rule change proposal request soon, and I expect the yearbook to be complete in early December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT

· NONE reported as yet.
