NABC NEWSLETTER - 2012 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


BUFFALO DEFEATS DANBURY, 4 GAMES TO 3,

TO WIN 2012 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2012 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to the 1st seeded Buffalo Bison, managed by John Duke, who defeated manager Steve Davis and his 2nd seeded Danbury Dirt Dobbers, in a thrilling 7 game series.  Danbury led 3 games to 1, before Buffalo came on to take the final 3 games.  This was the first matchup of #1 and #2 seeds in the World Series since 2007 and the first 7 game WS since 2008.  The games were played via phone, as, once again, this season all playoff games were contested via either a phone or chat connection.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing games promptly.

For Buffalo manager Duke, in his 34th season in the NABC, this was the 4th World Series title in 7 WS appearances, plus the 23rd qualification for the playoffs.  The Bison’s previous titles were won in 1980, 2003 and 2010.  For manager Steve Davis, in his second NABC year, this was his first playoff and finals appearance.  The Danbury franchise, in the playoffs for the first time since 2005, now has 19 playoff runs in 32 seasons overall, plus 3 World Series titles in 10 tries, with the most recent title in 2001.  

In the series, Buffalo took the opener, then lost 3 straight to the Dobbers, before bouncing back to win the last 3 games, including a 12-4 romp in the decisive game 7.  Over the course of the post-season, the Bison offense was led by Matt Holliday (.342, 13 for 28, 6 homers, 9  runs and 16 RBI). Mike Napoli (.341, 14-41, 6 homers, 9 runs, 14 RBI) and the pesky Dustin Ackley ( .333, 11 for 33).  Roy Halladay posted a 3-1 record with a 3.69 ERA in 5 post-season starts, including victories in the clinching game of both the second round and the final series.  For Danbury, Michael Young (.367, 22-60, 6 doubles, 10 rund, 14 rbi) and Ben Zobrist (.250, 13-52, 6 homers 10 runs, 12 rbi) were the most productive hitters, while Victor Martinez (.436, 24-55, 7 doubles, 8 RBI) and Melky Cabrera (.313, 15-48, 7 runs) hit consistently well.  Cliff Lee went 3-2 despite a 6.37 ERA in 5 starts, as the Dobbers staff posted a 6.19 post-season ERA.

Congratulations to both John and Steve for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!

PLAYOFF RESULTS:

Play-In Game

Rivertown Otters over San Antonio Spartans, 1 game to 0.

First Round:

Midtown Muddogs over Aliso Viejo Redbirds, 4 games to 2.




Rivertown Otters over Woodland Warlocks, 4 games to 2.

Second Round:
Danbury Dirt Dobbers over Midtown Muddogs, 4 games to 3.




Buffalo Bison over Rivertown Otters, 4 games to 0.

World Series:

Buffalo Bison over Danbury Dirt Dobbers, 4 games to 3.
WORLD SERIES – Buffalo 4,  Danbury 3   (Played via phone, by Steve Davis and John Duke, highlights from Steve Davis and John Duke)

The 1st seeded Bison took the final 3 games to overcome a 3-1 deficit and win the title over the #2 seeded Dirt Dobbers.  The Bison outscored Danbury 51 to 35 in the series and smashed 18 home runs.  Matt Holliday (11-21, 6 HR, 9 runs, 15rbi) led the way with ample support from Mike Napoli (8-26, 4 homers, 7 runs, 8 RBI).  Also, Roy Halladay posted 2 victories, including the clinching game 7.  Michael Young (11-29, 5 runs, 9 rbi), Victor Martinez (13-28, 5 doubles) and Melky Cabrera (9-23, 4 doubles, 5 runs) led the way for the Dirt Dobbers, who hit just 9 home runs in the series.
Game
1
Buffalo 
6
Danbury
1
Roy Halladay over Ryan Vogelsong.  The Bison smashed 3 homers, 2 by Matt Holliday, to support Halladay’s complete game 5-hitter.

Buffalo2:
Jose Bautista walk, Holliday walk, Dustin Ackley RBI single, 1-0 Bison

B4:
Holliday solo HR, 2-0 Bison

Danbury5:
Ben Zobrist single, Melky Cabrera single, Michael Young SF, 2-1 Bison

B5:
Carlos Gonzalez, walk, SB, Mike Napoli 2-run HR, 4-1 Herd

B8:
Bautista walk, Holliday 2-run HR, 6-1 Bison

Game
2
Danbury 
11
Buffalo
7
C.J. Wilson over Cole Hamels.  The Dirt Dobbers overwhelmed the Bison with 13 hits in an unexpected high-scoring duel.  The big blow for Danbury was a Grand Slam Homer by Curtis Granderson in their 7-run 5th.  Michael Young added 4 hits in 5 trips.

D2:
Derrek Lee single, M. Cabrera RBI triple, Marco Scutaro RBI single, 2-0 Dobbers

B4:
B.J. Upton walk, Hunter Pence single, Bautista 2-run double, Holliday walk, CarGo 2-run double, 4-2 Bison

D5:
Young single, Alex Gordon HBP, Victor Martinez walk, Granderson GS HR, Lee walk, Zobrist RBI triple, Scutaro RBI double, Young RBI double, 9-4 Dobbers

B7:
CarGo reaches on Wilson E-1, Ackley reaches on Young E-5, Jason Giambi PH HBP, Napoli RBI BL walk, UER, 9-5 Dobbers

D8:
Gordon reaches on Rafael Perez E-1, Martinez H&R single, but Gordon thrown out at home, as Martinez goes to 2nd, Aramis Ramirez RBI single, UER, 10-5 Dobbers

B8:
RP Koji Uehara in, Holliday solo HR, Asdrubal Cabrera solo HR, 10-7 Dobbers

D9:
RP Vinnie Pestano in, Zobrist solo HR, 11-7 Dobbers 

Game
3
Danbury 
5
Buffalo
4
Buffalo cruised into the bottom of the 9th with a 4-2 lead and their closer Tyler Clippard on the mound, but a 2 out  3 run walkoff blast by Michael Young turned the game around and gave Danbury an exciting 5-4 victory.  Pinch-hitter Buster Posey led off the inning with a walk, but hot hitting Ben Zobrist flew out to center for the first out.  Melky Cabrera pinch hit for Scutaro and grounded an infield single up the middle to move Posey to 2nd, putting the tying run at the plate.  Clippard then struck out Alejandro De Aza for the 2nd out, bringing up Michael Young. The Dirt Dobber hero clobbered the ball to left for the game winning blow. 
Danbury had taken an early 1-0 lead in the first on a 2 out double by Victor Martinez, and held that led till the 6th.  However, the Bison were able to work 2 walks against the usually stingy Cliff Lee and Matt Holliday made him pay by slugging a big 3 run shot to center with 2 outs in the inning to turn the game around.    The Dirt Dobbers  got one back in the 8th, when Zobrist led off with a walk and later moved to 3rd on a hit and run single by Marco Scutaro.  DeAza drove a fly ball deep enough to plate Zobrist to cut the lead to 1.   In the top of the 9th, Carlos Gonzalez cranked a solo shot off Lee to give Buffalo the 2 run lead again, setting up the bottom of the 9th fireworks for Danbury.  

Cliff Lee went the distance to get the win, giving up on only 5 hits and 3 walks while mowing down 15 Bison batters.  Buffalo went through 5 other pitchers to get to Clippard in the 8th, but he couldn’t complete the 2 inning save.  

Game
4
Danbury 
8
Buffalo
6

The Dirt Dobbers knocked Roy Halladay around to the tune of 7 earned runs on 14 hits in 7 innings and held on late for an 8-6 victory and a 3-1 series lead.   Buffalo had jumped out to a 3-0 lead in the 3rd on a 2 RBI double by Jose Bautista and an RBI single from Matt Holliday.  Danbury cut into the lead immediately in the bottom of the inning on a 2 run shot by Alex Gordon.    The Bison tacked on a run in the top of the 4th when Ackley tripled and Upton followed with an RBI groundout, but again the Dirt Dobbers came right back with 2 runs to tie the game at 4.  Zobrist homered and Michael Young slapped a 2 out RBI single to right to knot it up.  


In the 6th, once again Buffalo took the lead.  Asdrubal Cabrera’s hit and run single  put Teixeira at 3rd in position to score on a Dustin Ackley SF.  But, for the 3rd time in the game the Dirt Dobbers answered quickly in the bottom of the inning, this time on an Alex Gordon double.  


In the bottom of the 7th, Danbury took the lead for the first time.  Curtis Granderson led off the inning on an infield single, and slumping Aramis Ramirez finally came through with a big blow, crashing a 2 run shot to left for the eventual game winning hit, giving Danbury the 6-4 lead.  Buffalo kept things interesting in the 8th, as Holliday doubled and scored on Cabrera’s Texas Leaguer to right.  But, Danbury answered in the bottom of the inning AGAIN with a DeAza SF. 


Jonny Venters started the 9th and got the first two outs before feeling a little twinge in his shoulder.  Taking no chances, Danbury went to Greg Holland and he struck out pinch hitter Jason Giambi to end the drama.   Casey Janssen ended up as the winning pitcher in relief of Ryan Vogelsong, and Halladay took the loss.   Victor Martinez had 3 more hits for the Dobbers, and Zobrist and Ramirez each added 2.  Matt Holliday’s 3 hits led the way for the Bison. 

Game
5
Buffalo 
6
Danbury
3

Facing elimination, Buffalo roared out to a 6-0 lead and clamped down on the Dirt Dobbers over the last 7 innings and won 6-3.  The Bison scored 4 in the first.  Upton and Pence hit back to back doubles to lead off the game, and Napoli followed with a 2 run shot for a 3-run lead.  Jose Bautista went deep next, and before C.J. Wilson had recorded an out he was down 4-0 and had given up 4 extra base hits.  The onslaught continued in the 2nd, with Dustin Ackley stayed hot and collected another double and then B. J. Upton took Wilson for a ride and a big 6-0 lead.  Wilson gave up 6 hits, all of them for extra bases, out of the first 10 Bison batters he faced.  


Danbury tried to get back in contention in the bottom of the 2nd, plating 3 runs.  Aramis Ramirez and Derek Lee led off with singles, and Ramirez scored on a Melky Cabrera one out double.  Scutaro popped up with men on first and 2nd for the 2nd out, but Michael Young again came through in the clutch, stroking a 2 run double to cut the lead in half.    That would be all the runs the Dirt Dobber offense could muster as Cole Hamels and 4 Bison relievers combined to shut out Danbury the rest of the way.   C.J. Wilson also settled down some, giving up no more runs.  6 Dirt Dobber relievers combined to give up only 3 hits to Buffalo the rest of the way, but the offense just couldn’t cut any more into the Bison lead. 


Vinny Pestano pitched 1.2 innings of important middle relief for Buffalo, giving up only a single; and Rafael Perez went 1.1 giving up only a walk.  Tyler Clippard started the 9th , but he gave up a 2 out single to Michael Young.  Manager John Duke remembered what happened to Clippard in game 3, so he decided to go to  Darren Oliver  to face lefty Gordon and he struck him out to pick up the save. 

 Gordon led the Dirt Dobbers with 3 hits, and Upton ended with 3 as well for Buffalo.  The series moves back to Buffalo for game 6 with the Bison trailing 3 games to 2.  

 Game
6
Buffalo
10
Danbury
4
Tim Hudson over Cliff Lee.  The Bison collected 13 hits and slammed 4 home runs as they pulled away late in the game.  Hudson allowed just 1 run in 5.1 innings to get the win and tie the series at 3 games apiece.

B4:
Napoli double, Holliday 2-run HR, 2-0 Bison

B5:
CarGo single, A. Cabrera H&R single, Aaron Hill GIDP scores a run, 3-0 Bison

D6:
Gordon solo HR, 3-1 Bison

B7:
A. Cabrera HBP and injured for next 3 days, will miss game 7, RP Uehara in, Giambi PH 2-run HR, Upton single, Napoli RBI double, 6-1 Herd

D8:
RP Perez in, Martinez solo HR, 6-2 Bison

B8:
RP Drew Storen in, Holliday single, CarGo 2-run HR, Wilson Valdez walk, Upton 2-run HR, 10-2 Bison

D9:
Ramirez walk, RP Javier Vazquez in, Alejandro De Aza PH walk, M. Cabrera single, Buster Posey PH RBI single, Young RBI single, RP Darren Oliver in to strike out Martinez for last out

Game
7
Buffalo
12
Danbury
3

Roy Halladay over Ryan Vogelsong.  The Bison plated 4 runs in the first, keyed by a bases loaded 3-run triple by Holliday, who drove in 5 runs in the game, then added 4 more homers, including 2 by Napoli, to romp to the game 7 victory for the NABC title.

B1:
CarGo single, Napoli reaches on Scutaro E-6, Bautista single, Holliday 3-run triple, Holliday scores on WP by RP Jonny Venters, 1 UER, 4-0 Bison

D3:
M. Cabrera double, Young RBI double, Martinez RBI single, 4-2 Bison

B3:
Napoli solo HR, Bautista reaches on Scutaro E-6, Holliday 2-run HR, 1 UER, 7-2 Bison

D4:
Ramirez solo HR, 7-3 Bison

B5:
RP Greg Holland in, Napoli solo HR, 8-3 Bison

B7:
Pence walk, Bautista RBI double, 9-3 Herd

B8:
Mark Teixiera solo HR, Ackley single, Upton single, Valdez sac bunt, CarGo 2-run single, 12-3 Bison

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Danbury 4,  Midtown 3   (Played via phone, by Steve Davis and Bryan Rizzo, highlights from Steve Davis)
The #2 seeded Dirt Dobbers jumped out to a 3 games to 1, but were pushed to a decisive game 7 by the upset-minded #4 seeded Muddogs.  Ben Zobrist (7-25, 4 homers, 9 rbi) die the heavy damage, while Michael Young (11-31, 5 runs, rbi) and Victor Martinez (11-27) kept the attack humming.  Cliff Lee was 2-1, despite a 7.84 ERA and won game 7.  For Midtown, Josh Hamilton (7-27, 3 homers, 7rbi) and Alex Avila (6-25, 3 homers, 10rbi) led the attack.  No carryover injuries for Danbury.
For Midtown manager Bryan Rizzo, this was the 6th playoff appearance in his 25 NABC campaigns, but he has yet to reach a World Series.  The Midtown franchise has 15 playoff runs in 36 years and 1 WS title in 3 appearances.

Game
1
Midtown
13
Danbury
2
On paper, it looked like a terrific pitching matchup between Clayton Kershaw for the Muddogs and Cliff Lee for the Dirt Dobbers, but in reality it was anything but as Midtown crushed Danbury 13-2.  The Muddogs smashed 7 home runs and 11 extra base hits, pounding the Dobber ace.  Josh Hamilton led the way, going 3-4 with 3 RBI, and double, and 2 homers.  Ryan Braun also had 3 hits and a homer, and Avila, Votto, Ethier, and Hardy all had taters for Midtown.  Kershaw kept his end of the bargain, giving up only 6 hits and 2 earned runs while striking out 8.  Lee had a bewildering pitching line-7.1 IP, 11 hits, 10 runs, 9 earned, walking NONE, and striking out 12!  

Game
2
Danbury
5
Midtown
4
Ben Zobrist’s long SF with the bases loaded and one out in the 8th plated pinch runner Tyler Greene with the go ahead run in a 3-3 tie and Melky Cabrera followed with an RBI single to give Danbury the winning margin in a 5-4 Dirt Dobber victory.  Ryan Braun’s 9th inning homer off Danbury closer Greg Holland cut the lead to 1, but that was it for Midtown.  The Muddogs had taken the lead early in the 2nd on a 2 base error from Dobber 1B Ryan Howard, but Howard got some redemption by knocking a 2 out RBI double in the bottom of the inning to knot it at 1.   Joey Votto gave Midtown another lead in the 6th with a solo homer, but once again Danbury stormed back in the bottom of the inning, this time taking the lead on a 2 run shot by Ben Zobrist against Tim Lincecum.  Ryan Braun tied it in the 7th on another solo dinger, setting up Zobrist and Cabrera’s heroics in the 8th.  Ryan Vogelsong pitched well for Danbury, giving up only 4 hits and 2 runs against the strong Muddog lineup into the 7th, and Greg Holland pitched the last 1.1 to get the win.  Lincecum was the losing pitcher, giving up 6 hits and 4 earned runs in 7 innings of work.  

Game
3
Danbury
4
Midtown
3
Seldom used Derek Lee got the start against the lefty starter and made the manager look brilliant, slapping a single to left center field with 2 outs in the 6th to drive in 2 runs and give Danbury a 4-3 win.  This time Danbury took the lead early in the 2nd, on a 2 out Melky Cabrera single.  Midtown came right back in the bottom of the frame to take the lead, on a 2 out 2 RBI double by Andre Ethier.  In the 3rd, Midtown upped their lead to 3-1, as Scott Sizemore scored from first on a hit and run SINGLE from Pedro Sandoval.    After that, Danbury pitching settled down and held the Muddogs scoreless the rest of the way.  Michael Young cut the lead to 1 with a solo shot in the 5th, and then Lee had the big 2 out hit in the 6th to give Danbury the lead.  Jonny Venters came in with a runner on 2nd and 2 outs in the 8th, and he struck out Alex Avila to end the threat.  Venters pitched a perfect 9th to get the save.  The only Muddog baserunner from the 6th inning on was Braun in the 8th reaching on an infield single.  C.J. Wilson was the winning pitcher for the Dirt Dobbers, going 7.2 IP and giving up 5 hits and 3 earned runs.   Midseason acquisition Ricky Romero was very shaky, getting the loss and giving up 10 hits, 3 walks, and 4 runs in only 6 innings, though he pitched out of trouble several times in the early going. 

Game
4
Danbury
9
Midtown
7
In a rematch of the game 1 starters, Cliff Lee was much better and Danbury knocked around Clayton Kershaw and held on against a furious Midtown comeback to win 9-7.  Derek Lee got the scoring started for Danbury with a solo homer in the 2nd, and Michael Young and Alex Gordon added 3 RBI each later in the game to lead the Dirt Dobber attack.  Kershaw pitched into the 8th inning, but gave up 12 hits (eight for extra bases) and EIGHT earned runs and Danbury seemed to have the game under control with an 8-0 lead in the 8th behind their ace Lee.  However, the Muddogs would not go down easily.  Andre Ethier led off the inning with an innocent looking little single, and moved to 2nd on a groundout by Scott Sizemore.  Then, the floodgates opened.  Votto hit a single to move Ethier to 3rd, and Pablo Sandoval’s single broke the shutout.  Next, Ryan Braun’s single loaded the bases against Lee, and then Lee did the unthinkable and walked Avila to force in a run.  Lee was then replaced by Casey Janssen, making his first appearance of the series.  He got Hardy on a SF fly to right to cut the lead to 8-3 but Josh Hamilton’s 2 run triple made it even closer at 8-5.  Ryan Sweeney pinch hit for Guerrero, and he promptly spanked a long homer to left to shock Danbury and the cut once huge lead to only 1!  The Dirt Dobbers turned to Jeremy Affeldt to try to get the last out of the inning, but he was no relief either, giving up Ethier’s 2nd single of the inning that would never end.  Finally, Danbury brought in closer Greg Holland and he struck out Sizemore to end the rally.  Alejandro DeAza’s 1 out triple in the 9th was followed by Derek Lee’s RBI single to give Danbury a much needed insurance run.  Sandoval’s one out walk in the bottom of the 9th seemed to be the beginning of another comeback, but Ryan Braun grounded into an inning and game ending double play to end the exciting contest.  

Game
5
Midtown
3
Danbury
2
(10 innings)
Danbury held a 2-1 lead with 1 out in the bottom of the 9th with Jonny Venters on the mound and champagne ready in the clubhouse, but J.J. Hardy took care of all that with a solo homer to send the game to extra innings.  Pablo Sandoval’s RBI single in the bottom of the 10th with 2 outs against Koji Uehara scored Joey Votto from 3rd and ended the exciting contest with a 3-2 Midtown victory.  Danbury had apparently dodged a bullet earlier in the inning, when with Ethier on 1st and one out Votto clubbed a double to right.  Ethier tried to score on the play, but was pegged at the plate on a strong throw by Alex Gordon.   However, the excitement was short lived for Danbury as Sandoval followed with the game winning single.   Ethier was the 2nd player that Gordon had thrown out at home in the late innings, as he had also thrown out Logan Morrison on a Ryan Sweeney single in the 7th as he tried to tie the game.  Ben Zobrist had a solo shot for Danbury in the 2nd to give them a 2-0 lead and Joey Votto had driven in the only other Midtown run on an RBI double in the 3rd.  Anthony Bass was brilliant in a rare start, pitching all 10 innings and getting the win.  Vogelsong was also very good, but the usually reliable Danbury relief corps just couldn’t hold the lead.  Ethier, Sandoval, Hardy, and Morrison all had 2 hits for the Muddogs.  Michael Young and Victor Martinez each had 2 hits for the Dirt Dobbers.  

Game
6
Midtown
4
Danbury
1
J.J. Hardy continued to be the hero, crashing a 2 run shot in the 3rd after an Avila RBI single to give Midtown a 3-0 lead and Tim Lincecum made it hold up in a 4-1 Muddog victory.   Ryan Braun had scored on Avila’s hit and run RBI SINGLE from first for the 2nd time in the series.  Lincecum had a shutout for 6.2 innings before Ryan Howard cranked a solo homer to finally end a 14 inning scoreless streak for the Dirt Dobbers.   Lincecum ended up scattering 6 hits and two Midtown relievers pitched a perfect 2.1 innings to preserve the series tying victory.  The other Midtown run scored on an RBI single by Scott Sizemore against Dobber starter C.J. Wilson.  Wilson didn’t pitch badly, giving up only 3 earned runs in 7 innings and striking out 8, but he just couldn’t match Lincecum and the Danbury bats were mostly silent.  Ben Zobrist did have 2 doubles in the loss for the Dirt Dobbers, and Vlad Guerrero continued to have a hot series by picking up 2 more hits for Midtown. 

Game
7
Danbury
16
Midtown
6
For the 3rd time in the series, Lee and Kershaw squared off in what would be an apparent pitching duel, and for the 3rd time one of them was shelled.  In game 1 it was Lee, getting pounded, and Danbury returned the favor to Kershaw in game 4.  This time, Kershaw was once again the recipient of a lashing, giving up 4 hits, 2 walks, and SIX earned runs in only one-third of an inning and Danbury cruised to a series clinching 16-6 win.   Ben Zobrist cranked a grand slam in the first inning off Kershaw to knock him out of the game and give Danbury the early 6-0 lead, but that was only the beginning.  Danbury would proceed to rip 17 hits, 7 home runs, and 3 doubles against the Muddog shell-shocked pitching staff.  Zobrist cranked out 2 of the homers, as did #9 hitter Marco Scutaro.  Victor Martinez, Derek Lee, and Aramis Ramirez each hit one as well.  Zobrist ended with 5 RBI, and Martinez with 3, and every Dobber starter but Cabrera had at least one.  Martinez had 4 hits, and Michael Young and Scutaro each had 3.   After Danbury had raced to a 12-0 lead after the 3rd inning, Midtown tried to mount a comeback with 4 4th inning runs, but the Dirt Dobbers came back with 3 more runs in the bottom of the inning to lead 15-4 after 4.    Alex Avila’s had a 3 run homer in the 4th and Josh Hamilton a 2 run shot in the 8th to provide some of the few highlights for the Muddogs.  Cliff Lee was not great, giving up 9 hits in 6 IP, but it was plenty to get him his 2nd win of the series.  

Second Round – Buffalo 4,  Rivertown 0   (Played via phone by Rick Christianson and John Duke, highlights from John Duke)
The Buffalo Bison swept 4 games from the Rivertown Otters in a series that was much closer than that.  The first 3 games were each decided by 1 run and game 4 was a 2-run decision.  Mike Napoli (6-15, 2 doubles, 2 homers and 6 rbi) led the way for Buffalo, while Asdrubal Cabrera (6-150 and Dustin Ackley (5-16) kept the offense moving.  Bison pitching held the Otters to just 11 runs in the 4 games.  Tyler Clippard won the opening game and posted save in the other 3 wins for the herd.  Chse Headly (6-16) and Miguel Cabrera (5-17) led the Otters offense, as each team had just 3 round trippers in the series.  No carryover injuries for Buffalo. 
This was the first playoff appearance for rookie NABC manager Rick Christianson, while the Rivertown franchise, which lost the 2011 NABC World Series, has made the playoffs 19 of 36 years, and has 6 World Series wins in 8 appearances.
Game
1
Buffalo
5
Rivertown
4
(11 innings)
Tyler Clippard, in relief of Roy Halladay over George Sherrill, in relief of Jordan Zimmermann.  The Otters jumped out to an early 4-1 lead over Halladay, but the Bison battled back to tie the game in the bottom of the 9th and then took the win, when Jonathan Lucroy circled the bases on a 4-base E-8 by Justin Upton in the 11th inning.

 

Rivertown2:   Justin Upton single, Miguel Montero HBP, Jay Bruce 2-run triple, Erick Aybar RBI single, 3-0 Otters

Buffalo2:   Mark Teixeira double, Dustin Ackley RBI single, 3-1 Otters

R4:   Billy Butler walk, Aybar walk, Chase Headley RBI single, 4-1 Otters

B7:   B.J. Upton double, Carlos Gonzalez single, Hunter Pence RBI ground out, Mike Napoli RBI double, 4-3 Otters

B9:   Closer David Robertson in, Napoli walk, Jose Bautista single, Matt Holliday walk, Teixiera SF scores PR Aaron Hill, tied 4-4

B11:   Sub catcher Jonathan Lucroy scores on 4-base E-8 by J. Upton, 5-4 Bison

 
Game
2
Buffalo
3
Rivertown
2
Cole Hamels over Zach Greinke, save Clippard.  Hamels held the Otters scoreless through 7 innings, while the Bison build a 3-0 lead and then hung on for the win.

 

B1:   CarGo double, Napoli BI single, 1-0 Bison

B3:   Pence single, Bautista walk, Holliday RBI single, 2-0 Herd

B5:   Bautista solo HR, 3-0 Bison

R8:   Miguel Cabrera double, J. Upton 2-run HR, 3-2 Bison

Game
3
Buffalo
5
Rivertown
4
Tim Hudson over Stephen Strasburg, save Clippard.  The Bison struck for 4 runs in the 3rd, keyed by Napoli's 3-run homer, and knocked out Strasburg early in the 4th, before hanging on to win again.

 

R2:   Montero solo HR, 1-0 Otters

B3:   Ackley single, Asdrubal Cabrera single, CarGo RBI single, Napoli 3-run HR, 4-1 Bison

R3:   Headley triple, Robinson Cano RBI double, 4-2 Bison

B4:   Teixeira single, Ackley single, A. Cabrera RBI single, 5-2 Bison

R8:   RP Vinnie Pestano in, M. Cabrera single, Matt Kemp 2-run HR, 5-4 Bison

Game
4
Buffalo
3
Rivertown
1
Halladay over Zimmermann, save Clippard.  In a near repeat of game 2, Halladay held the Otters scoreless through 7 innings, while the Bison built a 3-0 edge.

 

B1:   Napoli solo HR, 1-0 Bison

B2:   A.Cabrera single, Ackley RBI double, 2-0 Herd

B5:   Ackley triple, B. Upton RBI single, 3-0 Bison

R8:   Jason Kipnis double, Ike Davis RBI single, 3-1 Bison

 

First Round – Midtown 4,  Aliso Viejo 2   (Played via phone by Bryan Rizzo and Tony Kontokanis, write-up by John Duke)
The #4 seeded Muddogs prevailed in a 6-game battle with the #5 seeded Redbirds.   The series was very closely contested, with 5 of the 6 games decided by 1 or 2 runs, as the Midtown outscored the Aliso 24 to 20 overall.  Rafael Furcal led the Lynx offense with 9 for 25, including 5 runs and 4 RBI.  Josh Hamilton (6-14, 2 homers, 5 rbi), J.J. Hardy (9-21, 4 doubles, 4 rbi) and Joey Votto (8-22, 5r) led the Muddogs offense, while Clayton Kershaw pitched 2 complete game wins, with a 2.00 ERA.  Cliff Pennington (6-18, 3 runs) and Torrii Hunter (2 homers, 4 rbi) let the Redbirds offense.  No carryover injuries for Midtown.
This was the first playoff appearance for second-year NABC manager Tony Kontokanis.  The Aliso Viejo franchise now has made the playoffs 11 times in 36 seasons and has two titles in 3 WS appearances.
Game
1
Midtown
4
Aliso Viejo
3
James Shields vs. Clayton Kershaw
MID 4-9-0
ALI 3-4-0

WP – Kershaw

LP - Sipp

B2 - J J Hardy solo shot gives Midtown the early 1-0 lead.

T3 - One out double by Pennington, two out double by Wright scores him to tie the game and then Big Paul Konerko unloads on a Kershaw fastball for a 2 run shot. 3 -1 Aliso 

James Shields would take the mound in the top of the third but after throwing a pitch he had to come out as he would be injured for the rest of the series and then some (15 days). That was a turning point for Aliso Viejo as they had to go to their pen early as Chris Sale took the mound.

B5 - Two out double by Votto makes it 3-2 as Ethier comes in to score but Votto  was thrown out at third trying to stretch it. 3-2 Aliso

B6 - A sac fly by J J Hardy scored Braun to tie the game at 3-3

B7 - One out singly by Votto off Sipp scores Morrison to give Midtown the 4-3 lead. 

That would be it as Kershaw went to shutdown mode throwing a complete game 4 hitter with 11 K's 

 

Game
2
Midtown
5
Aliso Viejo
4
Matt Harrison vs. Tim Lincecum
MID 5-12-0
ALI 4-5-3

WP – Lincecum

LP – Harrison

SV – Ayala

Not as close as the score line depicts but still a good one!

B3 – 2 out single by Votto and 2 run blast by Panda make it 2-0 Midtown.

T4 – Redbirds tie it up thanks to an RBI double by Wieters and RBI single by Hunter. 2-2

B5-Vlad Guerrero singles and comes home on Johnson’s RBI triple, Sizemore singles in Johnson. 4-2 Midtown

B7 – Votto walks, Sandoval singles and with two outs that pain in the ass JJ Hardy rips a single to make it 5-2 Midtown.

T9 – Seth Smith leads off with a single, Ayala comes in and gets the first two batters but Torii Hunter rips a 2 run shot to make it 5-4, Ayala would then get Wright for the last out to preserve the victory. 

 

Game
3
Aliso Viejo
5
Midtown
3
Jeremy Hellickson vs. Rickey Romero
ALI 5-8-0
MID 3-8-0

WP – Hellickson

LP – Romero

SV – Farnsworth

 

Redbirds needed some home cooking and they got it!

B2 – Suzuki singles two out single by Pennington drives him in, Pennington steals second and two out single by Walker makes it 2-0 Aliso.

T4 – Midtown cuts lead in ½ thanks to a JJ Hardy double and RBI single by Hamilton. It could have been worse as Hellickson uncorked back-to-back wild pitches! 2-1

T5 – Votto one out solo shot and Braun a two out shot and just like that it was 3-2 Midtown.

B5 – One walk to Konerko and a 2 run shot by Wieters makes it 4-3 Aliso

B6 – One walk to Seth Smith, hit and run single by Pennington and sac/fly by Walker makes it 5-3 Aliso Viejo.

That would be it as Farnsworth would come in the 9th to save it.

 

Game
4
Midtown
5
Aliso Viejo
1
Bruce Chen vs. Clayton Kershaw
ALI 1-2-1

MID 5-9-1
WP – Kershaw

LP – Chen

 

Kershaw masterful again going all the way for his second win of the series! Chen pressed to an emergency start did not fare all that well. 

T2- Lead off BOMB by Avila makes it 1-0 and Hamilton who ripped a double tried to come home on Vlad’s single but was thrown out at the plate! 1-0 Midtown

T3 – Ethier solo shot to start things off, one out walk by Sandoval and two out BOMB by that man again, Avila! 4-0 Midtown

T5 – Votto singles, one walk to Braun and two out single by JJ Hardy makes it 5-0 Midtown.

B5 – Torii Hunter hits his second homer of the series a solo shot and that was it for Aliso Viejo as Midtown went on to win 5-1.

 

Game
5
Aliso Viejo
2
Midtown
1
Matt Harrison vs. Tim Lincecum
ALI 2-2-1
MID 1-3-0

WP – Motte

LP – Lincecum

SV – Farnsworth

 

Want to talk about anemic offenses? A combined 5 hits for both teams and three total runs!

 

T4 – Solo shot by Sandoval, 1-0 Midtown

B7 – One out walk to Wieters, Freese walks, two out walk to Pennington and the bases were loaded. Smith is called up to pinch hit and he delivers big with a 2 RBI single to make it 2-1 Aliso Viejo.

That would be all the scoring folks as the Redbirds pull out a squeaker 2-1 with Jason Motte getting the victory in relief over the hard luck loser Tim Lincecum.

 

Game
6
Midtown
6
Aliso Viejo
5
(10 innings)
Jeremy Hellickson vs. Rickey Romero
MID 6-8-0 (10 Innings)
ALI 5-8-1

WP – Benoit

LP – Sale

 

OK, all I can say is that Bryan and I had a blast in this game, I mean you couldn’t have scripted a better game virtually almost a page taken from the 2012 World Series! A series of second guesses and some gut instinct that I should have followed now that I look at it but this was one for the books, my friends!!

B2 – Avila walks and one out later Hamilton sends the ball deep over center field to make it 2-0 Midtown.

T5 – One walk to Smith, Pennington singles, Freese singles in Smith to make it 2-1  Midtown, Bass is called in to relieve Romero and gets the final out.

B6 – Cordero pitching for Aliso Viejo and gives up a solo shot to Avila (what a series) to make it 3-1 Midtown

So folks we go into the top of the ninth with the Midtown closer Ayala on the mound and here is what resulted:

T9 – With two outs the wildness starts to surface and how! Smith walks, Pennington walks and would you believe that Walker walks to load the bases? David Freese the hero of the 2012 World Series steps up to the plate to face Benoit and he rips 3 RUN DOUBLE to give the Redbirds a 4-3 lead! Wait, it’s not over, Trout follows up with an RBI single and just like that folks the Redbirds take a 5-3 lead into the 9th with their closer Farnsworth!!!!

B9 – Farnsworth starting his second inning of relief and this is where my gut should have said to yank him! JJ Hardy walks and lefty Josh Hamilton steps up to bat and HE GOES DEEEEEEPPPPPPP to tie the game 5-5!!! UBELIEVABLE!!!!  Farnsworth settles down and gets the next three batters but this was the pivotal point of the game and we blew it!

T10 – Markakis singles and steals second, Ichiro sacrifices him to third with one out and Aliso Viejo had another chance to score but with the infield in it pays off as Markakis was caught in a run-down to keep him from scoring. 

B10 – Chris Sale takes the mound in relief and lefty Votto greats him with a single, Sandoval flies out and we decide to go to our pen again this time bringing in Heath Bell to face righty Ryan Braun…..and the season is over for Aliso Viejo as Ryan Braun rips a double easily scoring Votto and gives Midtown an incredible 6-5 walk off victory which I am sure they will be celebrating for a few days before the next match up!.

First Round – Rivertown 4,  Woodland 2   (Played via phone by Rick Christianson and Rob Milinkovich, highlights from Rob Milinkovich)
Rivertown, the #6 seed, upset Western champion, Woodland, the # 3 seed San Antonio in 6 games, while hitting 13 homers against just 2 for the Warlocks.  Miguel Cabrera (10-24, 4 homers, 6 runs, 8 rbi) led the offenxe, while Justin Upton (7-23, 2 homers, 5 rbi) and Billy Butler (7-26, 3 homers, 4 rbi) added support.  Todd Helton (12-29, 8 doubles, 4 runs) and Jacoby Ellsbury (10-26, 5rbi) paced the Warlocks.  No carryover injuries for Rivertown.
For manager Rob Milinkovich and Woodland, this marked the club’s 5th playoff appearance in 20 years, while Rob and the team have a 1-1 record in the World Series.
Game
1
Woodland
4
Rivertown
2
Woodland wins 4-2 behind Jered Weaver's CG three-hitter with 2 BB and 9 K's.  Miguel Cabrera & Billy Butler hit solo HR's for the vistors.  Ellsbury was 3/4 with two rbi singles in the win.  Jordan Zimmerman took the loss.
Game
2
Rivertown
6 
Woodland
0
Zack Greinke tossed a six-hit Shutout and was backed by HR's from Cabrera, Jay Bruce and a pair from Butler in a 6-0 whitewashing of the Warlocks.  Ian Kennedy took the loss.  Todd Helton had three doubles for Woodland.
Game
3
Rivertown
4 
Woodland
2

The series shifts to Rivertown.  Headley leads off the first with a Homer and Montero adds a SF for a quick 2-0 lead.  Woodland gets one back in the 3rd off Starsburg but Cabrera's two run triple with two out in the 8th ices it for the home team.  Fielder's solo shot in the 9th made it a 4-2 final.  Strasburg went the distance for the win allowing but 5 hits while fanning 9 and walking none!  The losing pitcher was Worley
Game
4
Rivertown
8 
Woodland
7

The Otters jump all over Warlocks ace Weaver scoring three int he 2nd and four in the 4th to reduce the righty and knock him out of the game.  Upton had a two-run shot in the 2nd and a 3 run bomb in the 3rd as the home team jumped out front 7-0.  Woodland scored 3 in the 4th and on e in the 5th to make it 7-4.  Cano's solo shot in the 7th seemd to put the game away but Woodland fought back in the 9th scoring three times but Peralta fanned with tying run Fielder on 2nd for the 8-7 Otters final as Rivertown takes a commanding 3-1 lead in the series.  WP-Bray  LP-Weaver SV-Robertson
Game
5
Woodland
5
Rivertown
0

Woodland stays alive as Adam Jones connects with two on in the 4th in 5-0 Warlocks win.  Ian Kennedy went 8 1/3 before giving way to O'Flaherty with the bases loaded in the 9th.  Greinke took the loss and Warlocks stay alive but are still down three games to two.
Game
6
Rivertown
4 
Woodland
3
(18 innings!)

One for the NABC History Books!!  Miguel Cabrera solo homers in the 1st and 6th (#3 & 4) puts Otters up 2-0.  Warlocks starter Worley is pulled in the 5th after a two out error.  Latos surrenders his first run in the 6th on a Pedroia double to make it 2-1 RIV.  In the bottom of the 8th (Feliz on the hill) Jose Constanza collects a PH single and scores on Ellsbury's triple.  Helton follows with a broken bat single and we're tied at 3-3 going to the 9th.  And 10th thru the 13th.  Kimbrel walks the bases loaded with one out but fans Butler and is pumped to grade 21.  Bruce flies to right to end the threat.  The score stayed 3-3 until the 18th inning. Takahashi pitching as last available reliever for Warlocks.  Kemp a lead off double and Butler singles him in with two outs.  Bottom of the 18th and Bray comes in for Otters.  Blanco singles to lead off the inning and Schierholtz pinch-runs.  Ellsbury follows with an infied single so Warlocks have 1st & 2nd with no outs.  Helton flies to right and Pedroia grounds to 1st with both runners advancing.  Fielder grounds out to Cabrera and the game/series is over.  WP-Ondrusek  LP-Takahashi  SV-Bray 
Woodland used six relievers and Rivertown used seven in the game.  Woodland outhit Rivertown 16-9 in the game but hit into 4 DP's.  Otters pitchers combined for 17 K's with only 1 BB while Warlocks' hurlers combined for 24 K's while allowing 7 walks.
Play-In Game – Rivertown over San Antonio    (Played via phone by Rick Christianson and Larry Bond, highlights from John Duke via script from Larry Bond)

Rivertown
4 
San Antonio

1

Steven Strasburg over Gio Gonzalez, save David Robertson.  First inning wildness by Gio Gonzalez was pretty much the entire story here.  Gonzalez walked the first 3 Otters hitters.  Matt Kemp hit an RBI single, Justin Upton walked to score a second run and a third run scored on a bases loaded DP.  The Otters added an unearned run in the second, as Jay Bruce singled, advanced to third on a Mike Morse E-3, and scored on another DP grounder.  Carlos Beltran homered in the sixth for the only Spartans marker off Strasburg, who went 7 innings, allowing 6 hits, no walks and 8 K’s.  Robertson notched a 2-inning scoreless save.
2013 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 2nd 2013, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

If you haven’t ordered your disk and/or cards yet, you may want to do so soon.  The disks are supposed to be ready to mail in late November and the cards in late December.  I will put out the rule change proposal request soon, and I expect the yearbook to be complete in early December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT

· Woodland sends Jered Weaver, Joe Nathan and Miguel Olivo to  Rivertown for Zack Greinke, Ross Detwiler, Brian McCann and Josh Lindblom 
· Rivertown sends Martin Prado to Can-Am for Alex Rios

· Wyandotte sends Ian Desmond and 2013 #6 to Rivertown for Lance Lynn, Franklin Morales and Ben Revere
· Can-Am sends Coco Crisp to MetroMess for 2014 #4.

