NABC NEWSLETTER - 2014 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


RIVERTOWN DEFEATS BUFFALO, 4 GAMES TO 1,

TO WIN 2014 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2014 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to the top seeded Rivertown Otters, managed by Rick Christianson, who defeated manager John Duke and his 4th seeded Buffalo Bison, in a 5 game series featuring all close games  The only Bison victory came in Game 4, but the Otters bounced back to clinch the series in Game 5.  Wyandotte led 2 games to 1, before Danbury rallied to take the final 3 games.  This was the first matchup of #1 and #4 seeds in the World Series since seeding began in 2000 and the 8th title for a #1 seed, while a #4 seed has never won the title.  The WS games were played online via phone as this season all playoff games were contested via a phone connection.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing games promptly.

For Rivertown manager Rick Christianson, in his third NABC year, this was his third playoff, second straight #1 seed and first finals appearance and first NABC championship.  The Rivertown franchise now has 21 playoff runs in 38 seasons overall, plus 7 World Series titles in just 9 appearances, with the most recent previous championship in 1998.  For Buffalo’s manager Duke, in his 36th season in the NABC as the only Bison manager, this was the 8th World Series appearance, plus the 25th qualification for the playoffs.  The Bison have 4 previous titles with the most recent in 2012.    

In the series, the Otters came back to score at least 1 run in 6 of the 9 innings that they had an opportunity to bat again, which kept Buffalo at bay.  Over the course of the post-season, the Otters offense was led by Miguel Cabrera (.350, 14 for 40, 4hr, 8rbi, 8r), Robinson Cano (.279, 12-43, 7r) Yadier Molina (.297, 4-2b, 4r) and Raul Ibanez (2hr, 8rbi).  Tanner Roark (2-0, 2.59) and C.J. Wilson (2-0, 2.77) led the Otters staff to an overall 2.67 ERA and 8 wins in 10 post-season games.   For Buffalo, Jayson Werth (.309, 17-55, 4hr, 16r, 9 rbi, 6sb), Aaron Hill (.271, 16-59, 3hr, 12 rbi) and Carlos Gonzalez (.273, 15-55, 3hr, 9r, 8rbi, 6sb) were the most productive hitters.  Jorge de la Rosa (2-1, 2.73 led the Bison starters, while Luke Hochevar (2-0, 0.00, 4sv, 9.1ip, 3h, 13K’s) was spectacular.

Congratulations to both Rick and John for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!

PLAYOFF RESULTS:

Play-in Games:
Wyandotte Falcons  3,  Midtown Muddogs  2




Livonia Lynx  8,  Aliso Viejo Redbirds  2

First Round:

Livonia Lynx over Midtown Muddogs, 4 games to 2.




Buffalo Bison over San Antonio Spartans, 4 games to 0.

Second Round:
Rivertown Otters over Livonia Lynx, 4 games to 1.
Buffalo Bison over Wyandotte Falcons, 4 games to 2.

World Series:

Rivertown Otters over Buffalo Bison, 4 games to 1.
WORLD SERIES – Rivertown 4,  Buffalo 1    (Played via phone, by Rick Christianson and John Duke, highlights from John Duke)

The top seeded Otters won the first 3 games on the way to win their first NABC championship over the #4 seeded Bison.  Rivertown outscored Buffalo 22 to 18 overall, as each team hit 5 home runs in the 5 games.  Miguel Cabrera (8-21, 2hr, 5r, 5 rbi) led the way for the Otters, with solid support from Torii Hunter (7-19), Mike Cuddyer (6-19) and Robinson Cano (6-21, 3-2b, 3r).  Tanner Roark (2-0, 3.00) got wins in games 1 and 5.  Aaron Hill (4-18, 4rbi) and Nolan Arenado (4-12) paced the Buffalo hitters, who posted an overall .199 batting average.  
Game
1
Rivertown
5
Buffalo
4
In what would become a recurring theme in this series, the Otters twice rallied from deficits to derail the Bison in the opener.  Mike Cuddyer went 3 for 3, with a double and homer to lead the Otters.  Tanner Roark outpitched James Paxton for the victory, and Louis Coleman notched the save.
Rivertown 3rd:  Ian Desmond single, Cuddyer RBI single, 1-0 Otters
Buffalo 5th:  Eric Chavez single, Pedro Florimon single, Aaron Hill 3-run HR, 3-1 Bison

R6:  Cuddyer solo HR, Adrian Beltre walk, Yadier Molina RBI double, tied 3-3

B8:  Jonathan Lucroy walk, Jose Bautista RBI double, 4-3 Bison

R8:  Miguel Cabrera single, Robinson Cano single, Beltre 2-run double, 5-4 Otters 

Game
2
Rivertown
7
Buffalo
4
Raul Ibanez set the tone early with a 3-run home run and Robinson Cano had 4 hits with 3 doubles, 2 runs and 2 rbi, as the Otters led all the way in this one, as C.J. Wilson posted the win over Jorge de la Rosa, and Luis Avilan got the save.
R2:  Cano double, Beltre walk, Ibanez 3-run HR, 3-0 Otters
B3:  Mike Napoli double, Florimon single, Nolan Arenado GIDP scores Napoli, 3-1 Otters

R3:  Cuddyer walk, Cano RBI double, 4-1 Otters

B7:  RP David Robertson in, Lucroy reaches on Robertson E-1, Napoli double, RP Joe Nathan in, Asdrubal Cabrera SF, Arenado RBI single, 4-3 Otters

R7:  RP Tyler Clippard in, M. Cabrera double, RP Jake Diekman in, Cano RBI double, Beltre RBI single, 6-3 Otters

R8:  RP Scott Feldman in, Torii Hunter single, Desmond single, M. Cabrera SF, 7-3 Otters

B9:  RP Jered Weaver in, A. Cabrera walk, Arenado single, Hill RBI single, 7-4 Otters   

Game
3
Rivertown
4
Buffalo
3
Miguel Cabrera slammed 2 homers and a double good for 3 runs, as Cliff Lee outpitched Cole Hamels to get the win and David Robertson registered a save.
R1:  Joey Votto single, M. Cabrera 2-run HR, 2-0 Otters
B4:  Matt Holliday single, Lucroy 2-run HR, tied 2-2

R5:  M. Cabrera solo HR, 3-2 Otters

R6:  RP Clippard in, Molina double, Ibanez walk, Hunter single, Ian Desmond BL RBI walk, Otters 4-2
B8:  Jayson Werth single, Hill H&R single, RP Nathan in, Bautista SF, 4-3 Otters 

Game
4
Buffalo
5
Rivertown
3
The Bison stage a pair of late inning rallies to stave off elimination.  Luke Hochevar gets the win, in relief of A.J. Burnett, while Avilan gets tagged with the loss, in relief of Mat Latos. 
R5:  Molina double, Desmond RBI double, 1-0 Otters

B6:  Arenado double, Werth walk, Hill walk, RP Sergio Santos in, Bautista FC RBI, tied 1-1

R7:  RP Clippard in, Beltre walk, Hunter RBI double, Desmond RBI single, 3-1 Otters    
B7:  RP Caleb Thielbar in, Lucroy double, Napoli walk, RP Avilan in, A. Cabrera RBI double, Werth SF, tied 3-3
B8:  Bautista solo HR, RP Sean Doolittle in, Carlos Gonzalez single,SB, Napoli reaches and CarGo scores on Cuddyer E-9, 5-3 Bison

Game
5
Rivertown
3
Buffalo
2
The Otters clinch the championship behind a fine 7 innings from winner Roark, who allows just 4 hits and 1 run, and Beltre slams a 2-run home run in the fourth off loser Paxton.  Louis Coleman survives a shaky ninth frame to record the save.  A key to the victory occurs in the Bison third, as the Otters nail 2 Buffalo runners trying to advance on the bases to preserve a scoreless game. 
B3:  Florimon walk, goes to second on ground out, Werth singles and Ibanez throws out Florimon at home, Lucroy singles to right, ball goes off Cuddyer’s glove in RF, Werth gets home safely, but Lucroy is the third out at second and the run does not count.  (Aargh!)
R4:  M. Cabrera single, Beltre 2-run HR, 2-0 Otters

B4:  CarGo solo HR, 2-1 Otters

R5:  Votto single, Cuddyer single, M. Cabrera RBI single, 3-1 Otters

B9:  RP Coleman in, Holliday pops out, Napoli solo HR cuts lead to 3-2, Hill flies out, PH Carlos Corporan flies out, 3-2 Otters
PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Rivertown 4,  Livonia 1   (Played via phone by Rick Christianson and Tom Kusch, highlights from Rick Christianson)
The #1 seeded Rivertown Otters dropped game 1 and trailed late in game 2 before rallying to knock out the #3 seeded Livonia Lynx in 5 games.  For the Otters, Miguel Cabrera (6-19, 2hr, 3r, 3rbi), Raul Ibanez (5rbi), Yadier Molina (6-18) and Robinson Cano (6-22, 4r) paced the offense, while the Otters hurlers posted a 2.30 ERA for the 5 games.  Salvador Perez (8-21, 4-2b), Lorenzo Cain (5-20, 4-2b) and part-timer Albert Pujols (3-10, 3rbi) were the top Lynx hitters.  Dioner Navarro of Rivertown was injured on in game 2 on 10-14 for 21 days, so he will miss the remainder of the playoffs.
This was the nineteenth playoff appearance in 31 seasons for manager Tom Kusch, who has 3 World Series titles in 8 tries.  Meanwhile the Livonia franchise has qualified for the playoffs 8 of 15 years, and has 2 World Series wins in 5 appearances.

Game
1
Livonia   3
Rivertown   2
The Lynx post season magic continues!  They take game one on the strength of a 3 run third inning highlighted by a double by Lorenzo Cain and two run single by Albert Pujols.  Adam Wainwright, Tony Watson and Mark Melancon stymie the Otters bats.

PS...combining last year and this, the Otters now have lost 5 post season games in a row.

 

Game
2
Rivertown   3

Livonia   2
(11 innings)
Mitch Moreland goes 3 for 4 and keys two one run rallies with doubles.  And Zach Wheeler and the Lynx pen continue to hold the Otters at bay.  Livonia takes a two run lead into the 9th inning.  With one out Robinson Cano singles.  Mark Melancon gets Franklin Gutierrez (ph for Adrian Beltre).  Two outs. Rivertown is up against the wall...they send Dioner Navarro in to PH for Yadier Molina in hopes of a miracle long ball...but he is hit by the pitch...and he's hurt!  Out for 21 days.  Ramiro Pena comes in to pinch run.  Raul Ibanez steps up, and he doubles to tie the game!  PR Coco Crisp is picked off second.  But we go to extra innings...

Problem is that Molina is out of the game and the only other Rivertown C (Navarro) was injured.  And utility infielder Pena needs to play 3b (Beltre was PH for).  So...Gutierrez straps on the tools of ignorance and becomes the Otters new catcher!

Livonia poses a threat in the 10th (in which PR Dee Gordon steals off the very confused "catcher" Gutierrez), Luis Avilan gets out of the jam.

In the bottom of the 11th, reserve infielder Ramiro Pena is the hero, grounding a game winning RBI single to right field. 

For 17 innings this series belonged to the Lynx.  But the Otters salvage one game at on the strength of a bittersweet play.  Navarro getting hit by the pitch resulted in the tying run reaching base in the 9th inning...but his injury could cost the Otters in the coming games.

The series now moves to Livonia tied up at one game each.


Game
3
Rivertown   6

Livonia   4
CJ Wilson starting for Rivertown, Johnny Cueto for Livonia.  Miguel Cabrera's second homerun of the game gives Rivertown a 6-3 lead in the 7th.  The Lynx fight back but can't close the gap.

Game
4
Rivertown   4

Livonia   1
Mat Latos for the Otters, Corey Kluber for the Lynx.  Salvador Perez's RBI single in the first gives Livonia a quick 1-0 lead.  But Rivertown scores two unearned runs in the third, then two more on Torii Hunter's homer in the 6th.

Game
5
Rivertown   6

Livonia   3
Cliff Lee for Rivertown, with their backs against the wall, Livonia sends Adam Wainright to the mound.  Livonia carries a 3-2 lead into the 6th, but the Otters erupt for 3 behind homers by Adrian Beltre and Raul Ibanez.  Suddenly Rivertown has the lead...and they don't give it up.

 

Congratulations to Tom on a great season and fun series!  The Lynx put a scare into Rivertown with their inspired play in those first two games (and the ghost of last year's post season meltdown by the Otters seemed to be looming overhead).   But the Otters woke up just in time (with two outs in the 9th in game two) to bounce back and take this series!

 

Second Round – Buffalo 4,  Wyandotte 2   (Played via phone, by John Duke and Dave Brim, highlights from John Duke)

After the teams split the first four games, the #4 seeded Bison took the next two contests to oust the #2 seeded Falcons and achieve a measure of payback after being eliminated by Wyandotte in the first round a year ago.  Jayson Werth (7-24, 2 hr, 7r, 5rbi), Aaron Hill (7-26, 2hr, 6rbi) and Carlos Gonzalez (7-23, 4-2b)  led the Bison offense, with occasional Eric Chavez (5-5).  Jorge de la Rosa allowed just 1 run in each of his 2 starts to post a 1.42 ERA in 12.2ip.  Pedro Alvarez (8-22, 3hr, 5rbi), Joe Mauer (11-26, 4-2b, 4rbi) and Nelson Cruz (8-19, 2hr) led the Falcon hitters.  No carryover injuries for Buffalo.
For the Wyandotte franchise and manager Dave Brim, this was the 11th playoff appearance in his 30 NABC campaigns.  In addition, manager Brim and the Wyandotte franchise have 2 WS titles in 5 appearances, with their last title in 2005.


Game
1
Buffalo
6
Wyandotte
1
The Bison take the opener as Jorge de la Rosa, with the help of 3 relievers, hold the Falcons to 5 hits and a single run to beat Matt Harvey.  Jayson Werth and Pedro Florimon each blast 2-run homers.
Buffalo 3rd:  Mike Napoli walk, Werth 2-run HR, 2-0 Bison

Wyandotte 3rd:  Nelson Cruz single, Shin-Soo Coo FC, Joe Mauer H&R single, de la Rosa WP scores Choo, 2-1 Bison

B5:  Jed Lowrie of WYA injured and out 1 day, will miss game 2.

B7:  Napoli reaches on Brandon Phillips E-4, Florimon 2-run HR, 4-1 Bison

B8:  Werth walk,SB, Carlos Gonzalez RBI double, 5-1 Herd
B9:  Florimon single, Nolan Arenado H&R single, RP Junichi Tazawa in, Werth RBI ground out, 6-1 Bison
Game
2
Wyandotte
7
Buffalo
3
Sonny Gray gets the win over Cole Hamels as the Falcons even the series, as the teams will now head to Buffalo for the next 3 games.  The big blow was a 3-run homer by Jose Reyes to take the lead in the fourth.
B1:  Werth single, Aaron Hill H&R single, Jose Bautista GIDP scores Werth, 1-0 Bison.
W4:  Paul Goldschmidt single, Pedro Alvarez single, Jose Reyes 3-run HR, 3-1 Falcons

W5:  Andrew McCutchen single, Mauer H&R single, Alvarez walk, RP Vin Mazzaro in, Wilin Rosario RBI FC, 4-1 Falcons

B6:  Hill solo HR, 4-2 Falcons

W7:  RP Tyler Clippard in, Alvarez solo HR, 5-2 Falcons

B8:  RP Jesse Crain in, Werth double, Bautista RBI single, 5-3 Falcons

W9:  RP Jake Diekman in, McCutchen walk, Mauer RBI double, Brett Lawrie RBI single, 7-3 Falcons

 
Game
3
Buffalo
6
Wyandotte
2
The Bison hammer Ervin Santana early and cruise to the victory behind James Paxton, who allows just 2 runs in 8.1 innings.  Home runs by Jayson Werth and Mike Napoli power the Herd to a 2-1 series lead.
B1:  Werth leadoff solo HR, 1-0 Bison
B2:  Matt Holliday double, Jonathan Lucroy walk, Santana WP, Eric Chavez SF, Napoli RBI single, 3-0 Bison

W4:  Choo walk, McCutchen 2-run HR, 3-2 Bison

B4:  Chavez single, Napoli walk, Asdrubal Cabrera SAC, Werth RBI FC, 4-2 Bison

B6:  Chavez single, Napoli 2-run HR, 6-2 Bison

Game
4
Wyandotte
10
Buffalo
3
The Falcons bang out 16 hits, including 4 circuit clouts, and Patrick Corbin registers a complete game victory to even this series at 2 games apiece.  Vin Mazzaro, in relief of A.J. Burnett takes the loss.  Pedro Alvarez bangs out 4 hits in 5 trips, with 2 homers and 4 rbi to pace the Wyandotte romp.
W2:  Alvarez solo HR, 1-0 Falcons
B2:  CarGo double, Napoli reaches and CarGo scores on Choo E-9, tied 1-1

W3:  Choo HBP, McCutchen single, Mauer RBI single, Alvarez reaches and McCutchen scores on Napoli E-3, 3-1 Falcons

B4:  CarGo solo HR, Lucroy solo HR, tied 3-3

W5:  RP Mazzaro in, Goldschmidt walk, Alvarez 2-run HR, 5-3 Falcons

W6:  RP Scott Feldman in, Cruz single, RP Robbie Ross in, Mauer RBI double, Goldschmidt IBB, Alvarez RBI single, 7-3 Falcons
W7:  RP Wade Miley in, Lowrie solo HR, Choo double, McCutchen RBI single, 9-3 Falcons

W9:  Cruz solo HR, 10-3 Falcons

Game
5
Buffalo
2
Wyandotte
1
In the pivotal game 5, Aaron Hill slams a 2-run bomb in the eighth to lift the Herd to an improbable win in the first close match of the series.  Luke Hochevar, in relief of de la Rosa gets the win, while Crain, in relief of injured starter Harvey takes the defeat, as each team is limited to just 5 hits.
W7:  Goldschmidt single, Alvarez walk, Reyes walk, Lowrie GIDP scores Goldschmidt, 1-0 Falcons
B7:  After holding the Bison scoreless on 3 hits and a walk in 6 innings, Harvey is injured and out 25 days, so he will miss the remainder of the playoffs.

B8:  RP Crain in, PH Chavez single, PR Cabrera SB on missed H&R, Hill 2-out, 2-run HR, 2-1 Bison

Game
6
Buffalo
7
Wyandotte
2
The series returns to Wyandotte and Buffalo uses two big innings to take the decisive game 6, as the Falcons are in a funk since Harvey’s devastating injury in game 5.  Clippard, in relief of Hamels, gets the win, while Gray takes the loss.
W1:  Choo double, McCutchen single, Mauer RBI single, 1-0 Falcons
B5:  Arenado single, Werth walk, Hill 2-run double, Bautista RBI double, RP Antonio Bastardo in, CarGo RBI double, 4-1 Bison

W5:  Cruz solo HR, 4-2 Bison

B7:  RP Crain in, Werth walk, RP Luke Gregerson in, Werth SB, Hill RBI double, Bautista 2-run HR, 7-2 Bison 
PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – Livonia 4,  Midtown 2   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and Bryan Rizzo, write-up by John Duke from the box scores)

The #3 seeded Lynx scored a mild upset the by defeating the favored #6 seeded Muddogs in 6 games, as all but game 5 was very tightly contested, and Midtown outscored Livonia, 31-26, overall.  Albert Pujols (6-12, 2hr, 10 rbi) led the Lynx offense in a limited role, while Khris Davis (7-16, 4-2b, 2hr, 4rbi), Manny Machado (7-23, 5r) and Michael Saunders (6-17) kept the attack going.  Mark Melancon posted 3 saves for the Lynx.  Adam Jones (11-26, 2hr, 5r) led the Muddogs hitters and Omar Infante drove in 8 runs, but NABC home run champion Chris Davis was held to 4-24 with no RBI by the Lynx hurlers.  No carryover injuries for Livonia.

For manager Midtown manager Bryan Rizzo, this was the seventh playoff appearances in his 21 NABC seasons, but manager Rizzo has not yet reached the NABC World Series.  The Midtown franchise has 16 playoffs made in 38 seasons and has won 3 of 4 World Series it has played.
Game
1
Livonia   6
Midtown   5
The Muddogs cruised to a 5-2 lead after 7 innings behind the fine pitching of Hisashi Iwakuma and home runs by Jeff Baker and Brett Gardner, but the Lynx rallied for 4 runs in the bottom of the 8th off the Midtown bullpen, as Manny Machado greeted closer Craig Kimbrel with a 3-run homer to erase a 5-3 deficit.
 

Game
2
Livonia   2
Midtown   1
Jordan Zimmermann for Midtown and Corey Kluber for the Lynx both tossed 6 scoreless innings to start this one.  The Muddogs struck first in their 7th, as J.J. Hardy and Alex Avila had back-to-back doubles to score the first run of the game.  Livonia tied it in the bottom half as Colby Rasmus walked and eventually scored on a Michael Saunders single.  Elvis Andrus delivered a walk-off solo homer in the bottom of the 9th of Tanner Scheppers, as the Lynx took a 2-0 series lead on the road to Midtown.
 

Game
3
Midtown   6
Livonia   5
The Muddogs used a pair of 2-run homers by Danny Valencia and Welington Castillo to rally from an early 5-2 deficit and get their first win of the series behind ace Clayton Kershaw.  Omar Infante had a 2-run triple and Adam Jones added 3 doubles to the Midtown offense, while Khris Davis slammed 2 homers, good for 3 runs to lead the Lynx.
 

Game
4
Livonia   5
Midtown   3
The Lynx take a commanding 3-1 lead in the series, as Albert Pujols crushed a 2nd inning Grand Salami off loser Chris Sale, and winner Miguel Gonzalez limits the Muddogs to just 1 hit, a Mike Trout solo homer, over 5.2 innings.  Pujols drove home all 5 runs for Livonia.
 

Game
5
Midtown   12
Livonia   3
The Muddogs blow out the Lynx to pull within 3 games to 2 in the series, as they post 5-run rallies in both the 2nd, off Johnny Cueto and the 4th, off reliever Tyson Ross, to send this first rounder back to Livonia for game six.  Omar Infante had a Grand Salami off Cueto and drove in 5 runs for the game, Hisahsi Iwakuma turned in a complete game and Adam Jones added a solo homer for the M-Dogs.  Colby Rasmus slammed a 2-run shot for the Lynx.
Game
6
Livonia   5
Midtown   4
(11 innings)
The Lynx finish off the Muddogs with another walk-off win, this time in the 11th inning.  The series winning run came on a bases loaded walk to Elvis Andrus by reliever Tyler Chatwood.  The Lynx led 4-0 early as Albert Pujols slammed a 3-run homer in the 2nd and an RBI single in the 4th, off Jordan Zimmermann.  The Muddogs battled back with 2 in the 7th off Cory Kluber, as Adam Jones blasted a 2-run shot.  Mark Melancon came on to close out the series, but with 2 out in the Midtown 9th, Danny Valencia doubled and Neil Walker cracked a 2-run homer to rescue the Muddogs from defeat.  Later, in the 11th frame for Livonia, Manny Machado led off with a double off loser Kevin Siegrist, reliever Kevin Chapman retired 2 batters, then walked Juaquin Arias and intentionally walked Khris Davis, before Chatwood came on and walked Andrus to force home the game-winner for the Lynx.
First Round – Buffalo 4,  San Antonio 0   (Played via phone by Larry Bond and John Duke, highlights from John Duke)
Buffalo, the #4 seed, defeated San Antonio, the # 5 seed in 4 straight games, although each game was decided by just 1 or 2 runs.  The Bison led by at least 4 runs in each of the 4 games, but every time the Spartans rallied to make it close, as Bison closer Luke Hochevar posted 4 saving, allowing just 1 hit in 4 innings, with 7 K’s.  Jayson Werth (6-18, 2hr, 8r, 5bb, 4sb) and Carlos Gonzalez (5-15, 5r, 4rbi) led the relentless Bison attack.  Chase Utley (6-17, 5rbi) and Charlie Blackmon (4-14, 2hr, 6rbi) paced the Spartans on offense.  No carryover injuries for Buffalo.
For manager Larry Bond of San Antonio, this marked the 21st playoff appearance in 35 years, while the franchise had 3 additional seasons without making the playoffs.  Larry and the Spartans have a 7-4 record in the NABC World Series.
Game
1
Buffalo   5
San Antonio   4

Jorge de la Rosa allowed just 6 hits and 2 runs in 7.1 innings for the win over Brandon Cumpton, as the Bison built an early 5-1 lead and held on for the victory.  Closer Luke Hochevar struck out all 4 batters he faced for the save.
San Antonio 1st:  Chase Utley single, Troy Tulowitzki single, Carlos Beltran RBI single, 1-0 Spartans
Buffalo 1st:  Jayson Werth leadoff solo HR, erases only San Antonio lead of the series, tied 1-1
B2:  Mike Napoli single, takes second on Marlon Byrd E-7, Eric Chavez RBI single, 2-1 Bison
B3:  Werth walk, Carlos Gonzalez RBI double, Matt Holliday RBI single, Jonathan Lucroy RBI single, 4-1 Bison

S4:  Beltran walks, but is picked off first and EJECTED!

B4:  Pedro Florimon reaches on Tulowitzki E-6, Aaron Hill RBI single, 5-1 Bison

S5:  Christian Yelich solo HR, 5-2 Bison

S8:  RP Tyler Clippard in, Tulowitzki single, RP Robbie Ross in, Charlie Blackmon RBI triple, RP Jake Diekman in, Carlos Santana RBI single, 5-4 Bison

Game
2
Buffalo   7
San Antonio   5

The Bison take a 7-0 lead into the 7th inning, thanks to a pair of 3-run taters, but the Spartans rally behind 2 Blackmon homers, only to fall short again.  Cole Hamels goes 7.1 innings for the win over Derek Holland and Hochevar gets the last 2 hitters for the save.
B3:  Nolan Arenado single, B.J. Upton walk, CarGo 3-run HR, 3-0 Bison
B4:  Napoli single, Asdrubal Cabrera single, Arenado 3-run HR, 6-0 Herd

B5:  RP Tyler Thornburg in, CarGo walk, Holliday single, RP Brandon Kintzler in, Lucroy RBI single, 7-0 Bison

S7:  Nick Swisher reaches on Napoli E-3, Utley 2-run HR, Blackmon solo HR, 7-3 Bison

S9:  RP Vin Mazzaro in, Chase Headley HBP, Blackmon 2-run HR, 7-5 Bison

Game
3
Buffalo   7
San Antonio   6
The scene moves to San Antonio, but the script stays the same, as the Bison take an early lead, the Spartans come back to tie, but the Herd tallies in the 9th for the victory.  Mazzaro gets the win, in relief of James Paxton, while Thornburg takes the loss, in relief of Mike Minor, and Hochevar notches another save.
B3:  Cabrera single, Werth 2-run HR, 2-0 Bison
S3:  Chris Carter walk, Swisher single, Utley RBI FC, Blackmon RBI ground out, tied 2-2

B5:  Werth single, CarGo single,SB, Holliday SF, 3-2 Bison

B7:  RP Neal Cotts in, Werth single, Hill RBI double, CarGo single,SB, Holliday 2-run single, 6-2 Bison

S7:  RP Clippard in, Beltran double, RP Diekman in, PH Yelich single, Swisher walk, RP Ross in, Utley 2-run single, Blackmon RBI single, RP Mazzaro in, Tulowitzki RBI single, tied 6-6

B9:  RP Thornburg in, Werth walk,SB, CarGo IBB, Dustin Ackley PH SF, Werth scores 4th run of game, 7-6 Bison 

Game
4
Buffalo   6
San Antonio   4
The Bison rack up 4 first inning runs to complete the sweep as Robbie Ross gets the win, in relief of A.J. Burnett and Chris Archer takes the loss.  Hochevar gets his 4th straight save after the Spartans again close the gap after the early Bison lead.
B1:  Hill single, Jose Bautista single, CarGo walk, Lucroy 2-run single, Napoli safe on Santana E-2 and CarGo scores, Cabrera safe on Headley E-5 and Lucroy scores, 4-0 Bison

B2:  Werth walk,SB, Bautista RBI single, 5-0 Herd

B4:  Werth double, RP Thornburg in, Hill SAC, Bautista RBI single, 6-0 Bison
S4:  Tulowitzki double, Byrd 2-run HR, 6-2 Bison

S5:  Headley solo HR, 6-3 Bison

S8:  RP Diekman in, Tulowitzki solo HR, 6-4 Bison

Play-In Game (Central Division Pennant – Wyandotte 3,  Midtown 2   (Played via phone by Dave Brim and Bryan Rizzo, highlights from Bryan Rizzo)

Wyandotte's Matt Harvey out dueled Midtown's Clayton Kershaw 3-2 to win the 1 game playoff for the Central Division title.  Pedro Alvarez hit a decisive 2-run homer that proved to be the difference.  No injuries in the game.
Wyandotte wins the Central, the #2 seed and a first round bye.  Midtown wins a wild card, as the #6 seed.
Play-In Game (Western Division Pennant – Livonia 8,  Aliso Viejo 2   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and Steve Ryan, highlights from Steve Ryan)

Zach Wheeler started for the Livonia squad and Jason Vargas started for the Redbirds.  Livonia scores twice on two solo HR by Khris Davis.  Wheeler pitches well giving up two runs in the bottom of the 6th on a two-run Jay Bruce HR.  Brad Ziegler and Mark Melancon shut the door the rest of the way.  Vargas takes the loss giving up three runs in seven innings.  Jean Machi pitches a scoreless 8th and Chad Qualls blows up for 5 in the top of the 9th to put the game out of reach.  Lynx win 8-2.

Livonia wins the West and the #3 seed.  Aliso Viejo is eliminated from the playoffs.
2015 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 7th, 2015, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

If you haven’t ordered your disk yet, you may want to do so soon.  APBA began accepting pre-orders on 10-30-14 and the disks are supposed to be ready to mail in late November.  APBA will begin accepting pre-orders for the cards on 12-1-14 and they should be available in late December.  I expect the yearbook to be complete in late November or early December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT (as of 11-11-2014)
· NONE. 

