NABC NEWSLETTER - 2014 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – Livonia 4,  Midtown 2   (Played via phone by Tom Kusch and Bryan Rizzo, write-up by Tom Kusch)
First round match up between crosstown rivals Midtown and Livonia.  Both are missing a horse in the rotation as Anibal Sanchez and Adam Wainwright are both injured.

 

Game 1 - Since both teams had a play-in game, #3 starters for both teams, Iwakuma and Cueto were the pitchers for game 1.  Livonia jumped out to a two run  lead in the second, but Midtown exploded for 5 in the middle innings, powered by homers from Jeff Baker and Brett Gardner to take the lead.  Livonia got a hit off Iwakuma to start the 8th, then took the lead later that inning on a 3 run homer off Craig Kimbrel off the bat of Manny Machado.  Mark Melancon pitched a 1-2-3 9th to save the win for the Lynx.  Final score - Livonia 6 Midtown 5.  Livonia leads the series 1 game to 0.

 

Game 2 - Pitching match-up was Zimmerman vs Kluber.  Game was scoreless through 6 innings, but Alex Avila doubled home Hardy in the top of the 7th to take the lead.  Livonia came right back in the bottom half on a Mike Saunders hit to tie the game.  It remained that way until the bottom of the ninth when Elvis Andrus left the building with a walk-off game-winning home off Scheppers.  Final score - Livonia 2 Midtown 1.  Livonia leads the series 2 games to 0.

 

Game 3 - Aces Kershaw and Wheeler, coming back from their play-in game outings were the starters.  Livonia shocked Clayton with 4 in the third, capped by a 2 run homer by Khris Davis.  But Midtown chipped away with 2 runs in the bottom of the 3rd and again in the 5th on a two run bomb by Valencia to tie the game.  Davis, subbing for an injured Lorenzo Cain broke the tie with his second home run of the game in the 6th.  Midtown got its second home run of the game to break the tie in the bottom half - a two run shot from Beef Wellington Castillo off Y Medina.  Kershaw and Kimbrel slammed the door the final three innings, preserving Midtown's win.  Final score - Midtown 6 Livonia 5.  Livonia leads the series 2 games to 1.

 

Game 4 - A clear pitching advantage for the Muddogs as they have Sale vs Miguel Gonzalez.  The advantage does not help early, as Albert Pujols hit a grand slam off Sale in the 2nd, staking Livonia to an early 4 run lead.Trout homered in the 4th to cut the lead, but Pujols singled home Machado in the 6th to restore the 4 run margin.  Midtown cut the lead in half with 2 in the 8th off Ziegler.  Melancon gave up 2 hits in the 9th, but retired Danny Valencia for the final out.  Final score - Livonia 5 Midtown 3.  Livonia leads the series 3 games to 1.

 

Game 5 - Facing elimination, it is a rematch of Cueto for Livonia and Iwakuma for Midtown.  Midtown removed all doubt early with a run in the 1st and 5 more in the second, highlighted by an Omar Infante grand slam.  The Muddogs continued the slaughter with 5 more in the 4th.  Adam Jones completed Midtown's scoring with a solo shot in the 5th.  Only a Colby Rasmus homer gave Lynx fans anything to cheer about.  Final score - Midtown 12 Livonia 3.  Livonia leads the series 3 games to 2.

 

Game 6 - Zimmerman vs. Kluber part 2.  Livonia tried to end it early with a three run shot by Pujols in the 2nd and an RBI hit from Albert in the 4th.  Kluber was masterful for 6 innings, but a two-run homer by Adam Jones in the 7th ended Kluber's day.  In the top of the 9th on the brink of elimination, a Valencia double followed by a game-tying homer by Neil Walker off Melancon tied the game.  In the bottom of the 11th, Rasmus led off with a walk.  Two outs later, now off Chapman, the seventh pitcher used by Midtown, J Arias and Khris Davis drew walks to load the bases.  Tyler Chatwood came in to face Andrus, and walked him also, forcing in the winning run to end the series.  Final score - Livonia 5 Midtown 4 in 11 innings.  Livonia wins the series 4 games to 2.

 

Adam Jones was 11 for 26 in the series for Midtown.  Chris Davis was a disappointing 4 for 24 with no homers, and Trout was 4 for 21.

Albert Pujols was 6 for 12 for Livonia with 10 RBIs for Livonia.  Khris Davis was 7 for 16.

