NABC NEWSLETTER - 2015 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


LIVONIA DEFEATS SAN ANTONIO, 4 GAMES TO 2,

TO WIN 2015 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2015 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to the top seeded Livonia Lynx, managed by Tom Kusch, who defeated manager Larry Bond and his 4th seeded Buffalo Bison, in a 6 game series.  Oddly, none of the games was decided by fewer than 3 runs.  This was the 3rd time that managers Kusch and Bond, have met in the World Series, the most recent in 2006, but the first time that Livonia and Kusch have prevailed.  This was the second straight matchup of #1 and #4 seeds in the World Series and just the second such pairing since seeding began in 2000 and the 9th title for a #1 seed, while a #4 seed has still never won the title.  The WS games were played online via phone as all playoff games were contested via a phone connection, again this season.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing the games promptly.

For Livonia manager Tom Kusch, in his 32nd NABC year, this was his twentieth playoff, 9th finals appearance and his fourth NABC championship.  The Rivertown franchise now has 9 playoff runs in 16 seasons overall, plus 3 World Series titles in 6 appearances, with the most recent previous championship in 2011.  For San Antonio’s manager Bond, in his 36th season in the NABC as Spartans manager, this was the 12th World Series appearance, plus the 22nd qualification for the playoffs.  The Spartans have 7 previous titles with the most recent in 2006.  The San Antonio franchise had 3 non-playoff years before Larry took the reins.  

Over the course of the post-season, the top part of the Lynx lineup did most of the damage, led by Jose Altuve (.386, 17 for 44, 9r, 9sb), Michael Brantley (.326, 14-43, 10r, 11rbi) and Justin Morneau (.298, 14-47, 3hr, 11rbi).  Johnny Cueto (3-1, 2.54) and Corey Kluber (2-0, 0.50) led the Lynx staff to an overall 2.94 ERA and 8 wins in 11 post-season games.   For San Antonio, Troy Tulowitzki (.353, 24-68, 5hr, 8-2b, 14r, 10 rbi), Steve Pearce (.279, 17-61, 4hr, 15 rbi) and Chris Carter (.232, 13-56, 5hr, 14rbi were the most productive hitters.  Derek Holland (3-0, 2.77) and Chris Archer (3-2, 2.37) paced the Spartans pitching staff. 

Congratulations to both Tom and Larry for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!

PLAYOFF RESULTS:

First Round:

San Antonio Spartans over Danbury Dirt Dobbers, 4 games to 0.



West Penn Bats over Bedrock Bombers, 4 games to 2.

Second Round:
San Antonio Spartans over Rivertown Otters, 4 games to 3.

Livonia Lynx over West Penn Bats, 4 games to 1.

World Series:

Livonia Lynx over San Antonio Spartans, 4 games to 2.
WORLD SERIES – Livonia 4,  San Antonio 2    (Played via phone, by Tom Kusch and Larry Bond, highlights from Tom Kusch and Larry Bond)

The top seeded Lynx took 3 of the first 4 games on the road to win their third NABC championship (and fourth for manager Kusch) over the #4 seeded Spartans.  Livonia outscored San Antonio 42 to 22 overall, as each team hit 7 home runs in the 6 games.  Justin Morneau (11-26, 3hr, 7r, 10 rbi) led the way for the Lynx, with solid support from Michael Brantley (8-22, 9r), Manny Machado (7-21, 2hr, 7r, 7rbi) and Jose Altuve (9-26, 5rbi).  Tanner Roark (2-0, 3.00) got wins in games 1 and 5.  Troy Tulowitzki (9-24, 6-2b, 4r, 3rbi) and Steve Pearce (8-23, 2hr, 4r, 6rbi) paced the Spartans attack, but the Lynx were not to be denied this season.  
Game
1
Livonia
5
San Antonio

2

Chris Archer for San Antonio vs. Adam Wainwright for Livonia.  Lynx took the lead in the 1st on an RBI double by Justin Morneau, and increased the lead in the 3rd on an RBI double by Jose Altuve.  The Spartans clawed back in the game with RBI singles by Steve Pearce and Ben Zobrist in the 6th and 7th, but this was the Justin Morneau show.  He hit a triple to score Michael Brantley in the 6th, and iced it with a two-run homer in the 8th to complete the CYCLE.  3 relievers closed out the game for the Lynx.  Final - Livonia 5,  San Antonio 2  WP - Wainwright  LP - Archer  SV – Mark Melancon.  Livonia leads series 1 game to none.

 

Game
2
San Antonio

7
Livonia
4
Derek Holland for SA vs. Johnny Cueto for LIV.  Lynx jumped to an early lead on an Albert Pujols homer in the 2nd.  In the 3rd Jose Altuve walked, stole 2nd and scored on a single by Danny Santana. After a classic H&R single by Michael Brantley, Justin Morneau lined out to right, with Brantley getting doubled off 1st and a run scored.  Livonia led 3 - 0 after 3 innings, but that DP woke the Spartan bats.  Charlie Blackmon and Jose Valbuena hit back-to-back homers in the 4th to close the gap to 3 - 2.  In the 5th, Troy Tulowitzki doubled, Mike Morse doubled, and Blackmon chased Cueto with his second homer of the game, giving SA a 5 - 3 lead. Tulo hit a homer in the 6th to expand the lead, but Manny Machado hit a homer of his own in the 7th to make the score 6 - 4 after 7.  Tulowitzki doubled home another run in the 8th, and Holland slammed the door the rest of the way.  FINAL - San Antonio 7,  Livonia 4  WP - Holland  LP - Cueto. Tulowitzki had 3 doubles and a homer, and Blackmon 2 homers to carry the Spartans to victory.  Series tied at 1 game apiece.

Game
3
Livonia
8
San Antonio

1
Corey Kluber on the mound for Livonia, Matt Shoemaker for San Antonio

Jose Altuve led off the game with a single, and one out later Michale Brantley launched a homer to right field off Shoemaker to stake the Lynx to an early 2-0 lead.  Livonia piled on 3 more runs in the 2nd on a sac fly by Salvador Perez and a 2-run single by Altuve.  It stayed 5-0 until the 4th, when the Spartans scratched out a run with the aid of an Adam Eaton error.  In the 6th, the Lynx pushed their lead to 7-1 on the second sac fly of the game by Perez followed by another Altuve RBI single.  They added another run off the beleaguered Shoemaker in the 7th on an RBI double by Lorenzo Cain, and that’s the way it ended, with the Lynx cruising to an 8-1 win as Kluber breezed to a 4-hit victory.  Altuve was the hitting star for Livonia, collecting 4 hits and driving in 3 runs.

Game
4
Livonia
12
San Antonio

5
Tyson Ross for Livonia, and Aaron Harang for San Antonio

Putting 2 runs on the board in the 1st inning worked so well for the Lynx in game #3 that they decided to do it again.  This time it was Michael Brantley drawing a 2-out walk and Justin Morneau following promptly with a 2-run blast off Harang.  But the Spartans got those runs back in the bottom of the inning, with RBI hits by Steve Pearce and Mike Morse tying the game at 2-2.  The hot-hitting Jose Altuve struck again in the 2nd with an RBI single to edge Livonia back into the lead, 3-2.  The Lynx struck again in the 3rd, sending Harang to an early shower after a Lorenzo Cain single and an Albert Pujols ground-out each plated runs and made the score 5-2.  A Zobrist error in the 4th extended the Lynx lead to 6-2, but the Spartans made it 6-4, chasing starter Ross in the 5th on a solo bomb by Chris Carter followed by a Carlos Santana RBI single.  Jose Valbuena’s double off reliever Santiago Casilla in the 6th made it a 1-run game, but the suspense didn’t last long.  In the 7th, the Lynx teed off on Spartan reliever Blaine Hardy for 4 runs.  Adam Eaton laced a 2-run single, then scored on Manny Machado’s double.  Francisco Cervelli added another run with an RBI single, and the Lynx had a comfortable 10-5 lead.  Brantley & Cain each tacked on run-scoring singles in the 8th, and the Lynx romped to a 12-5 victory, needing only one more win to clinch the Series.  Brantley, Morneau & Cain each had 3 of Livonia’s 17 hits.

Game
5
San Antonio

6
Livonia
2
Adam Wainwright for the Lynx vs Chris Archer, as the Spartans hope to stave off elimination.

This time it was the Spartans taking the 1st inning 2-0 lead, as Steve Pearce followed Carlos Santana’s walk with a 2-run shot.  The Lynx chopped the lead in half in the 2nd on a Manny Machado RBI single, but the Spartans pulled out to a 4-1 lead in the 3rd with the help of an Adam Wainwright wild pitch and an RBI ground-out by Charlie Blackmon.  Pearce blasted a homer to left in the 5th, and Christain Yelich plated another run with an RBI ground-out in the 6th to make it 6-1 for San Antonio.  Michael Brantley’s single knocked in an 8th inning run for the Lynx and ended Archer’s day, but Jared Hughes came in to shut down the Lynx the rest of the way.  So the Spartans sent the series back to Livonia with a 6-2 win, thanks mainly to the fine outing by Archer and Pearce’s 2 homers and 3 RBI.

Game
6
Livonia
11
San Antonio

1

Brett Anderson for SA vs. Johnny Cueto for Livonia.  Game started with a Christian Yelich single, Carlos Santana walk and another Troy Tulowitzki RBI to give the Spartans the lead.  On the next pitch, Salvador Perez picked Sanatana off second, and the momentum shifted.  Livonia took a 2 - 1 lead in the 2nd when Justin Morneau doubled, Lorenzo Cain doubled, and Adam Eaton tripled.  In the 4th, they were at it again, as Morneau homered, Cain doubled,  and Eaton singled him home to make the score 4 - 1.  Floodgates opened in the 6th, when Manny Machado hit a grand slam off Dan Otero to give Livonia an 8 - 1 lead.  FINAL - Livonia 11  San Antonio 1  WP - Cueto  LP - B Anderson   Livonia wins World Series 4 games to 2. 

Justin Morneau was voted the series MVP  as he went 11 for 27 with 7 runs scored and 10 RBIs.
PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – San Antonio 4,   Rivertown 3   (Played via phone by Larry Bond and Rick Christianson, highlights from Larry Bond and Rick Christianson)
The #4 seeded San Antonio Spartans took 3 of the first 4 games before the #2 seed Rivertown Otters rallied to force the series to 7 games, before succumbing to the Spartans.  The powerful Spartans slammed 13 home runs in the 7 games, led by Chris Carter (6-22, 4h, 11rbi), Steve Pearce (7-22, 2hr, 5rbi) and Troy Tulowitzki (9-28, 5r).  For the Otters, who hit just 6 homers, Miguel Cabrera (9-29, 2hr, 5rbi) and Robinson Cano (7-27, 5r) paced the offense, while Tanner Roark posted victories in both games 1 and 5.  San Antonio has no carryover injuries for the World Series.
This was the fourth playoff appearance in 4 NABC seasons for manager Rick Christainson, who has 1 World Series title, in 2014 and 2 WS attempts.  Meanwhile the Rivertown franchise has qualified for the playoffs 22 of 39 years, and has 7 World Series wins in 9 appearances.

Game
1
San Antonio   9
Rivertown   2
This one is all San Antonio, as Mike Morse drives in 4 as both he and Chris Carter smack three run homers.  The Otters never get the bats going, and the Spartans cruise to a 9-2 road victory.  Chris Archer got the win over Collin McHugh.
 

Game
2
Rivertown   2

San Antonio   1
Aaron Harang and Tanner Roark square off and they both made what look like powerful lineups look weak.    Christian Yelich homers for San Antonio in the third, but the Otters tie it in the bottom half of the inning on Melky Cabrera's RBI double.  In the 7th, Juan Uribe singles and Mike Cuddyer comes in to run for him.  Spartans bring in Jareed Hughes.  Yadier Molina grounds out (hit and run), Cuddyer to 2nd.  With two outs, Hughes loses his feel for the ball..he walks Ian Desmond...then throws two wild pitches in a row (!!) and Cuddyer scores the go ahead run.  And that is it for the scoring in this one.  Rivertown wins 2-1.

So the series moves on to San Antonio all knotted up at 1 game each. 
Game
3
San Antonio   7
Rivertown   3

Derek Holland for San Antonio vs. Kyle Hendricks for the Otters in game 3.  All but one run scored via the long ball, as the Spartans jumped off to an early 6-0 lead and went on to win 7-3.  Steve Pearce launched a 2-run shot in the 1st, a 4th inning error by Josh Harrison enabled another run to score, and Chris Carter then capped the 4th with a 3-run homer off Hendricks.  Harrison atoned for his miscue by taking Holland deep with a 2-run blast in the 7th that made it 6-2.  The teams then traded late solo homers by Carter & Miggy Cabrera to account for the final score.  Both starting pitchers went the distance.

Game
4
San Antonio   8
Rivertown   3

Stephen Strasburg pitching for Rivertown against Marcus Stroman for the Spartans in game 4.  The Spartans again did most of their damage in the early innings, en route to an 8-3 victory.  Adrian Beltre's 1st inning double off Stroman and a 2nd inning run that came home on a DP grounder staked Strasburg to an early 2-0 lead, but the Spartans plated 3 in the bottom of the 2nd on a wild pitch followed by Chris Carter's 2-run homer.  In the 3rd, the Spartans scored 3 more on a Steve Pearce 2-run shot and Charlie Blackmon's solo homer to take a 6-2 lead.  Miggy Cabrera cut the Rivertown deficit to 6-3 with an RBI double in the 5th, but the Spartans sent Strasburg to an early shower in the bottom half and scored 2 runs on Carter's single off reliever Sam Dyson to make it 8-3.  Both teams then packed their bats away for the rest of the game, as the relievers dominated from then on, as the Spartans take a 3-1 series lead.

Game
5
Rivertown   4

San Antonio   3
In game 5, Collin McHugh and Chris Archer reprise their game 1 matchup, with a different result.  The Otters got off to an early lead and never relinquished it.  A 1st inning RBI double by Melky Cabrera, a 3rd inning RBI single by Miggy Cabrera and a 4th inning RBI double by Juan Uribe provided McHugh with a 3-0 lead.  The Spartans scored a 4th inning run on a fielder's choice to cut the margin to 2, but it was offset by Uribe's RBI single in the 6th.  The Spartans made it an interesting game in the bottom of the 6th on a 2-run blast by Mike Morse that made it a 4-3 score, but the talented Otter bullpen was stout the rest of the way, ensuring that the teams will make the return trip to Rivertown to conclude the series.

Game
6
Rivertown   6

San Antonio   4
Tanner Roark for Rivertown vs, Aaron Harang of the Spartans.
 

Top of the 1st inning...San Antonio gets the bases loaded with nobody out, and they do score one on a FC ground out by Mike Morse, but Roark shuts it down there.

Top of the 3rd Inning.  Again the top of the order comes through Christian Yelich singles, Carlos Santana walks, and with two outs, Steve Pearce triples (his second of the post season...he hit zero in "real life").  San Antonio has a 3-0 lead!

Bottom of 3rd,  The Otters get on the board as Melky Cabrera's fly ball scores Ian Desmond.  Spartans lead 3-1.

Top of the 5th  Ben Zobrist finds the seats and San Antonio's lead is increased to 4-2

Bottom of the 7th  With their backs agains the wall, the Otters bats finally come alive...Miggy Cabrera ties the game with a two run shot, Adrian Beltre follows with a solo and Rivertown has a 5-4 lead.

Bottom of the 8th    Ian Desmond hits a homer to make it 6-4.

Top of the 9th    Dan Jennings sets the Spartans down 1-2-3.

 

Final Score:    Rivertown 6, San Antonio 4 to force a decisive seventh game.
 

Game
7
San Antonio   3
Rivertown   1

 

So we go to...Game 7, with Matt Shoemaker (back from injury) dealing for San Antonio agasint Kyle Hendricks for Rivertown.
 

Bottom of 3rd    Melky Cabrera breaks up the developing pitchers duel by taking Shoemaker deep.  Rivertown has a 1-0 lead.

Top of the 6th    Troy Tulowitzki breaks up Hendricks shutout with a solo shot.  Game is tied 1-1!

Top of the 8th    With Ben Zobrist on 2nd and one out, Carlos Santana wraps a ball around the left field foul pole!   Spartans take a 3-1 lead!

Bottom of the 9th    With two outs, Matt Kemp walks.  Its all up to Josh Harrison...he grounds on to short, Tulo knocks it down, picks it up...and throws him out by a step.

 

Final Score:    San Antonio 3, Rivertown 1
 

 
PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Livonia 4,   West Penn 1   (Played via phone, by Tom Kusch and Brian Lebeck, highlights from Brian Lebeck)

In a pitching-centric series, the #1 seeded Livonia Lynx ousted the #6 seeded West Penn Bats in 5 games.  The Lynx staff held the Bats to just 10 runs in the series, with 7 of those allowed in the lone Bats victory.  Alex Cobb of West Penn and Corey Kluber for the Lynx exchanged back-to-back 1-hit shutouts in games 2 and 3.  Jose Altuve (8-16, 6r, 5sb), Danny Santana (8-21, 1hr, 6rbi) and Michael Brantkley (6-21, 7rbi)  led the Lynx offense, while Johnny Cueto posted 2 wins with a 1.13 ERA.  Jordy Mercer (5-16, 3-2b, 2rbi) was the lone bright spot among the Bats hitters.  No carryover injuries for Livonia in the World Series.
For West Penn manager Brian Lebeck, this was the 5th playoff appearance in his 12 NABC campaigns, but he has never reached the NABC World Series.  The West Penn franchise has now made the playoffs 16 times in their 39 seasons of NABC play.  They have played in 3 World Series, with their only title coming in 1988, as the Southfield Swatters.  

Game
1
Livonia
4
West Penn
1
Match-up between Johnny Cueto for Livonia vs. Garrett Richards for West Penn.  Livonia opened the scoring in the first on a solo home run by Danny Santana.  There was no more scoring until the bottom of the 7th, when Livonia broke through for an insurance run on an Adam Eaton suicide squeeze.  The Lynx got two more the following inning on an RBI triple by Santana, who then scored on a Brantley ground out.  The Bats broke up the shutout in the 9th on a Puig walk and an RBI double by Hanley Ramirez, but with the bullpen ready, Cueto closed it out for the victory.  

WP - Cueto  LP - Richards.  All 3 hits for West Penn were doubles
Game
2
West Penn
7
Livonia
0
Adam Wainwright pitching for Livonia vs. Alex Cobb for West Penn.  This game was all West Penn, as they scored 4 in the 1st to in essence put it away.  H Ramirez double, Lucas Duda single, Cespedes ground out RBI, Adam Jones RBI single, Scooter Gennett homer accounted for the 4.  The Bats knocked out Wainwright in the 3rd, as Jordy Mercer singled home Cespedes for a 5 - 0 lead.  In the 4th, West Penn got 2 more on singles by Puig and Ramirez and a 2-run double by Duda.  Mercifully, that was it for scoring.  Livonia got a Lorenzo Cain squibber down the third base line in the 8th inning for its only hit of the game!  Cobb was masterful in this game, as Livonia never threatened.  

WP - Cobb  LP - Wainwright

 
Game
3
Livonia
2
West Penn
0
All optimism in West Penn as the series shifts West Penn with the series even at 1 each.    Corey Kluber for Livonia vs. Edinson Volquez for West Penn.  Scoring opens in the top of the 2nd, when Cain reaches base on an error then steals second and scores on an error as Adam Eaton reaches base.  Livonia adds one more in the 5th  when Danny Santana doubles in Altuve. The story in this game is Kluber.  Kluber throws a 1 hit, 1 walk shutout and Ks 10. 

West Penn 0 WP - Kluber LP - Volquez

Game
4
Livonia
13
West Penn
1

Tyson Ross for Livinia vs. Masahiro Tanaka for West Penn starts off as a close game.  1 in the top of the first by Livonia on an Altuve single/steal and then he scores on a Santana single.  West Penn evens it in the 2nd when Gennett is doubled in by Mercer.   Game stays at 1s until the 5th when Danny Santana hits a huge 3-run homer.  In the bottom of the inning West Penn gets a couple of runners on with Duda at the plate and a chance to tie, but Ross K's him to kill the rally.  Livonia up 4-1.  And then the wheels came off of West Penn. Livonia scores 6 in the 6th, and adds 1 run in each of the remaining innings to score 13 runs for the game.  In all 7 Livonia players had multi-hit games.  Altuve 4 hits; Santana, Brantley, Eaton 3 hits each.  The bright spot for West Penn was that they turned 3 double plays. 

WP - Ross LP – Tanaka
Game
5
Livonia
3
West Penn
1

Livonia on the brink of the series win and they send their game one starter Cueto against Garrett Richards.  Livonia gets out to the lead in the 3rd when Salvadore Perez singes and moves to second on the walk to Altuve.  They both score on a double by Brantley.  Livonia adds 1 more in the 4th when Puljos homers.  West Penn makes a little noise when Travis d'Arnaud homers to narrow the gap to 3-1.  West Penn gets runners in scoring position in the 6th and 8th innings, but can't get a key hit and then go down 1-2-3 in the 9th as Storen closes it out. 

WP - Cueto S - Storen LP - Richards

Big stories for the series was the Altuve ability to get on base, huge hits by Danny Santana and West Penn's inability to get a key hit (other than game 2).

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – San Antonio 4, Danbury 0   (Played via phone by Larry Bond and Steve Davis, highlights from John Duke)

Santonio, the #4 seed, defeated Danbury, the # 5 seed in 4 straight games, outscoring the Dirt Dobbers 23-6 over 4 games, with no game decided by fewer than 3 runs.  Troy Tulowitzki (8-16, 3hr, 5r, 6rbi), Luis Valbuena (5-13, 2hr, 6r, 6rbi), Ben Zobrist (6-15, 5-2b) and Charlie Blackmon (5-15, 3r) paced the Spartans on offense.  Buster Posey (7-13, 2rbi) and Alex Gordon (4-13, 2r) were the only birght spots for Danbury.  No additional carryover injuries for San Antonio, but Matt Shoemaker must miss the first 6 games of the semi-finals with his carryover injury from September.

For manager Steve Davis of Danbury, this was the 3rd playoff appearance in 5 years guiding the Dobbers, including 2 WS appearances and the 2013 championship.  The Danbury franchise now has 21 playoff appearances in 35 seasons, while winning 4 titles in 11 NABC World Series played.

Game 1: Danbury (Keuchel) at San Antonio (Harang):   Final score: San Antonio 8    Danbury 2

Aaron Harang pitched a complete game 6-hitter to best Keuchel in the opener.  Danbury took a quick 2-0 lead in the first as leadoff hitter Chris Coghlan singled and Anthony Rendon followed with a 2-run homer, but Harang was masterful from thereon.  The Spartans tied the game with a 2-spot in the second frame, and broke the game open with a 4-run fifth inning rally.  Troy Tulowitzki hit 2 solo homers for the Spartans and Luis Valbuena added a 2-run shot. 

Game 2: Danbury (Hahn) at San Antonio (Stroman):   Final score: San Antonio 5    Danbury 2

Tulowitzki led the Spartans to another home win, with a triple and homer good for 4 RBI.  San Antonio staged another 4-run rally in the fifth inning to overcome a 2-1 Dobbers lead.  Alex Gordon homered for the DD-crew.  Stroman allowed 2 runs and 8 hits in 6 innings, before the San Antonio pen provided 3 innings of hitless and scoreless relief.

Game 3: San Antonio (Archer) at Danbury (Price):   Final score: San Antonio 5    Danbury 0

The series location moved to Danbury, but the results stayed the same.  Chris Archer twirled a neat 5-hit shutout and the Spartans tallied 2 in the first and 3 more in the fourth to beat David Price.  Steve Pearce and Valbuena each posted 2 hits and 2 RBI for the Spartans, while Charlie Blackmon added 3 singles.

Game 4: San Antonio (Holland) at Danbury (Cole):   Final score: San Antonio 5    Danbury 2

The Spartans completed the sweep behind 8 strong innings from Derek Holland, who allowed 2 runs and 8 hits, before Jared Hughes pitched a perfect ninth stanza.  Valbuena, with 2 hits, a double and a homer, 3 runs and 2 RBI led the San Antonio attack while Ben Zobrist added 2 more doubles.  Buster Posey had 3 hits, including a solo homer, in a last ditch effort to save the Dirt Dobbers.

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – West Penn 4,  Bedrock 2   (Played via phone by Brian Lebeck and Ron Swinkin, write-up by Brian Lebeck)

The #6 seeded Bats scored a mild upset the by defeating the #3 seeded division champion Bombers in 6 games, as all but game 2 were very tight and low scoring contests, as West Penn outscored Bedrock, 24-12, overall.  Adam Jones (5-20, 2hr, 4r, 5rbi) and Hanley Ramirez (7-16, 3r) were the most productive Bats-men, as the team hit just .195 for the series.  The Bats did out-homer the Bombers, 7-1, while their pitchers posted a 2.00 ERA, led by the bullpen which allowed just 1 run in 14.1 innings.  Edwin Encarnacion (7-21, 3-2b, 1hr, 5rbi) led the Bombers hitters and Jon Lester had 2 complete game wins, with an 0.50 ERA.  For West Penn, Masahiro Tanaka still has 3 games remaining on his carryover injury from September.
For Bedrock manager Ron Swinkin, this was the sixteenth playoff appearances of his 30 NABC seasons, with 3 WS appearances and Ron’s only NABC World Series title coming in 2004.  The Bedrock franchise now has 18 playoffs made in 39 seasons and has won 1 of the 3 World Series it has played.
Game 1: West Penn (Richards) at Bedrock (Lester):   Final score: Bedrock 3    West Penn 1
Bedrock takes a 1-0 lead in the 2nd when Encarnacion doubles and later scores on a DP.  The lead grows to 2-0 in the 4th after Mesoraco singles home Lind from third after he had doubled and moved to 3rd on an Encarnacion single.  Bedrock scores again in the 5th, but not without a price, as Marte is hurt for 6 days after being hit by Richards.  Martin pinch runs for Marte, steals 2nd and scores on an Encarnacion single.  West Penn finally gets on the board in the 7th, with a Cespedes single, a Negron double and a Mercer sac fly.  That is all the scoring as both Richards and Lester pitch complete games with Lester just giving up 4 hits and striking out 9.
Game 2: West Penn (Volquez) at Bedrock (Cashner):   Final score: West Penn 10   Bedrock 2
This game is over early as West Penn jumps all over Cashner in the 2nd scoring 6 runs, as Jones hits a 2 run homer, Puig has an rbi single and Van Slyke hits a 3 run homer.  Jones and Van Slyke both homer again later in the game.  Volquez and the pen limit Bedrock to 2 runs on 6 hits and West Penn ties the series at a game apiece as Volquez gets the win.
 Game 3: Bedrock (Duffy) at West Penn (Cobb):   Final score: West Penn 3   Bedrock 1
As the series shifts to West Penn for game 3, the West Penn Bats again open up early.  Singles by Puig and Hanley Ramirez to lead off the bottom of the first lead to the first run when Duda grounds out.  Two more runs score on timely 2-out hitting as Jones and Gennett hit back-to-back doubles to push out to a 3-0 West Penn lead.  4 hits in the 1st are all West Penn would get and all they would need.  The Bedrock starter Duffy gets ejected in the 2nd, but Hatcher and Loup come on to snuff out West Penn the rest of the way.  The problem for Bedrock is that West Penn starter Alex Cobb scatters 5 hits and allows only 1 run.  The lone run for Bedrock coming in the 6th with 2 out on a single and steal Leon Martin and RBI single by Adam Lind. Betances retires the final six batters in order for the 2-inning save.
Game 4: Bedrock (Fiers) at West Penn (Porcello):   Final score: West Penn 5   Bedrock 1
Bedrock gets off to the early lead in this one.  Leadoff walk by Span, single by Lind, and intentional pass to Encarnacion loads the bases with one out.  Span scores on a Meseroco sac fly and that's all the Bedrock can get.  It felt like a missed opportunity for Bedrock as they fail to come through with a key hit.  In the bottom of the 1st West Penn comes right back with a single by Ramirez followed by a home run by Lucas Duda; West Penn up 2-1 after 1.  West Penn extends their lead in the 2nd on a leadoff homer by Jordy Mercer and tack on two more runs with when four consecutive singles are by Puig-Ramirez-Duda-Cespedes.  West Penn goes up 5-1 and the Bedrock starter Fiers is reduced.  Fiers then doesn't allow anything the rest of the way.  But Porcello pitches well in his start for West Penn and goes into the 6th.  The West Penn bullpen allows 1 hit and 1 walk the rest of the way. 
 Game 5: Bedrock (Lester) at West Penn (Richards):   Final score: Bedrock 2    West Penn 1
The Bedrock Ace Lester makes his second start, but this time with his team facing elimination.  Bedrock scores first in the first inning when Encarnacion doubles in Span who had lead off the game with a single.  Bedrock adds another run in the second on a 1-out double by Castro who reaches home on an Utley single.  Lester keeps West Penn off the board through 6 innings, but West rallies in the 7th when Van Slyke reaches on a pinch hit error.  Mercer's single advances Van Slyke to third, the Van Slyke scores when the pinch hitter Negron hits into a double play.  A two out single by Andrew Jones in the 9th gives hope for a comeback, finishes off the inning and the game for the complete game with.
Game 6: West Penn (Volquez) at Bedrock (Cashner):   Final score: West Penn 4   Bedrock 3
Looking to close out the series, West Penn takes a 1-0 lead in the 2nd as Puig singles home Moustakas, who had doubled.  Bedrock takes the lead in the 4th as Marte, back from his injury, doubles and scores on Bedrock’s only HR of the series, a Encarnacion 2 run shot.  A Jaso homer in the 7th ties it at 2.  Bedrock takes a 3-2 lead in the bottom of the 8th off of Strop, when Marte singles, moves to 2nd on a Encarnacion walk and scores on a Frazier single.  With Abad in to close it out in the 9th, he proceeds to hit Jones and then gets ejected.  With Putnam in to pitch, Jones, who had moved to 2nd, scores on a Negron pinch-hit single to tie the game.  West Penn scores the winning run in the 10th as Ramirez doubles home Puig, who had reached base on a fielders choice.  Betances pitches the last 2 innings for West Penn, to get the win, as Putnam takes the loss.
Ron was gracious in defeat, but I know it had to be frustrating for him.  Congrats on a fine season Ron.
We both had a lot injuries going into the series, but the Bedrock injuries took their toll on Bedrock and the West Penn injuries gave West Penn the opportunity to have some otherwise limited players to have a greater impact on the game.
Random notes...
Lester rocked allowing 1 earned run over the two games he started - could be a series MVP in a losing role
West Penn's Vasquez curtails the Bedrock running game flashing his arm
Puig with 4 outfield assists, and Adam Jones with another
2016 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 5th, 2016, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

As in previous years, APBA will began accepting pre-orders for the 2015 season disks after the MLB World Series is complete and expects to begin shipping after Thanksgiving.  APBA will begin accepting pre-orders for the cards after Thanksgiving and they should be available in January.  I expect the yearbook to be complete in late November or early December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT (as of 10-30-2015)
· NONE. 

