NABC NEWSLETTER - 2016 WORLD SERIES / PLAYOFF SPECIAL


DANBURY DEFEATS LIVONIA, 4 GAMES TO 1,

TO WIN 2016 NABC WORLD SERIES!


This newsletter contains series and game summaries for the 2016 NABC World Series and other playoff series.  The box scores and playoff statistics are all available in the final C-file that I distributed by e-mail.  Congratulations to manager Steve Davis and his top seeded Danbury Dirt Dobbers, who defeated the defending champion and 5th seeded Livonia Lynx, managed by Tom Kusch, in a 5 game series.  The Lynx took the opener, but the Dobbers roared back to sweep the next 4 contests.  This was the first matchup of #1 and #5 seeds in the World Series since seeding began in 2000 and the 10th title overall and third straight for a #1 seed, while a #5 seed has still never won the title.  The WS games were played online via phone as all playoff games were contested either face-to-face or via a phone connection, again this season.  Thanks to all playoff managers for completing the games promptly.

For Danbury manager Steve Davis, this was the fourth playoff appearance in his 6 years in the NABC, and his second title in 3 World Series appearances.  Steve’s previous championship was won in 2013.  The Danbury franchise has now made the playoffs 22 times in 36 years in the league, with 5 championships in 12 World Series appearances.  For Livonia manager Tom Kusch, in his 33rd NABC year, this was his twenty-first playoff, and 10th finals appearance, to go with four NABC championships.  The Livonia franchise now has 10 playoff runs in 17 seasons overall, plus 3 World Series titles in 7 appearances, with the most recent previous championship in 2015.  

Over the course of the post-season, the Dobbers offense was led by Danny Valencia (14-37, 6r, 8rbi), Curtis Granderson (12-36, 3hr, 5rbi) and Alex Gordon (13-40, 9r) in just 9 playoff games.  Danbury pitchers posted a 1.99 ERA, led by starters Rich Hill (2-0, 1.35) and David Price (2-0, 1.93).  For the Lynx lineup, in 18 playoff games, Manny Machado (.265, 18-68, 4hr, 10r, 15rbi) was the most productive hitter, backed by Jose Altuve (.264, 19-72, 9r, 8rbi) and Michael Brantley (.220, 18-82, 10-2b, 8r, 9rbi).  Adam Wainwright (2-1, 2.22) and Tyson Ross (2-1, 3.21) led the Lynx hurlers to an overall 3.72 ERA. 

Congratulations to both Steve and Tom for making it to the finals, and thanks to all NABC managers for another great year!
PLAYOFF RESULTS:

First Round:

Livonia Lynx over Midtown Muddogs, 4 games to 2.



Wyandotte Falcons over Saginaw Aces, 4 games to 2.

Second Round:
Danbury Dirt Dobbers over Wyandotte Falcons, 4 games to 0.
Livonia Lynx over Woodland Warlocks, 4 games to 3.

World Series:

Danbury Dirt Dobbers over Livonia Lynx, 4 games to 1.
WORLD SERIES – Danbury 4,   Livonia 1    (Played via phone, by Steve Davis and Tom Kusch, highlights from Steve Davis)

The top seeded Dirt Dobbers dropped the opening game, but swept the next 4 tilts to win their second NABC championship for manager Davis over manager Kusch’s defending champion and  #5 seeded Lynx.  Danbury outscored Livonia 27 to 12 overall, and out-homered the Lynx 10 to 3, over the 5 games.  Danbury MVP Kyle Seager had a terrific series, going 7-17 and slugging 3 HR.  Kyle had a double, 4 runs scored, and 6 RBI in the series, including pivotal homers in games 4 and 5.  Jose Abreu (6-18, 5rbi) and Alex Gordon (7-21, 5r) added to the offense, while Jaime Garcia tossed a 3-hit shutout for the Dobbers in game 3.  Jose Altuve (7-19, 3r) paced the anemic attack for the Lynx.
Game
1:   Livonia (Edinson Volquez)   at   Danbury (Dallas Keuchel)


Final Score:   Livonia   6   Danbury   5
In the 3rd inning, the Lynx pounded Dirt Dobber starter Dallas Keuchel for 5 runs to take an early 5-0 lead.  Khris Davis started off with a walk and went to third on a hit and run single by Adam Eaton.  Keuchel then uncorked a wild pitch to plate the series’ first run, with Eaton moving to 2nd.  Elvis Andrus bunted a ball back to gold glover Keuchel, but he winged it into right field on the throw, allowing Eaton to score and putting Andrus on 2nd.  Obviously, the pressure was intense <lol>.  Michael Brantley flew to right, and Francisco Cervelli dribbled out to third for the first 2 outs of the inning, and it looked like Keuchel was settling down.  However, with Andrus on 3rd, Jose Altuve blooped a single to right to make the score 3-0, and then the big blow of the inning was struck by Manny Machado, as he blasted a 2 run shot down the right field line to finish the inning’s scoring and put Livonia ahead 5-0. 

The Dirt Dobbers got one back in the bottom of the inning on a solo shot to right by Alex Gordon; and then scored 3 more in the 4th.  With one out, Danny Valencia singled to right off Lynx starter Edinson Volquez.  After Jose Abreu struck out, Kyle Seager hit an easy ball to 2nd, but Altuve threw it by SS Andrus to keep everyone safe.  Ian Kinsler made them pay for the lax defense, following with a 2 out double to the left-center field gap, plating Valencia and Seager and cutting the lead to 5-3, and Jhonny Peralta doubled to the same spot to get the Dobbers within 1. 

In the top of the 5th, Cervelli doubled with 2 outs and Jose Altuve smacked one off the base of the wall for another double and Livonia went up 6-4.  The Dirt Dobbers continued the scoring in the bottom of the inning, cutting the lead to one again.  Buster Posey walked with one out, and Chris Davis singled to right center.  Posey tried to make it third on the play, but was gunned down by Lorenzo Cain for the 2nd out.  Davis moved to 2nd on the throw.  Hot hitting Danny Valencia stepped to the plate and slapped a single into the hole to the left and Davis slid around the tag, making the score 6-5.

After that, both pitching staffs settled down to keep the game scoreless the rest of the way.  The Lynx didn’t threaten much after that against Keuchel, but Danbury had a few chances.  Ian Kinsler led off the bottom of the 6th against Tony Watson, but he retired the next 3 in order to hold the lead.  With Alex Wilson on the mound in the 8th, Devon Travis pinch hit for Seager and smashed a long shot into left, but Brantley shagged it down at the wall.  Kinsler then had his own shot to left, but again Brantley snagged it to end the threat. 

In the bottom the 9th, Hector Rondon came on to get the save, but also had a scary moment. Pinch hitter Jarret Parker blistered a ball to right field down the line that curved inches foul before striking out.  And with 2 outs, Curtis Granderson also missed the foul pole by inches with his own blow.  He did follow with a 2 out double, but was left stranded as the tying run when Buster Posey’s frozen rope to CF Adam Eaton was caught on the run to save the win for the Lynx.

W- T. Watson (1-0) L-Keuchel (0-1) 2B- Liv-Cervelli (1) Dan-Granderson (1), Seager (1), Kinsler (1), Peralta (1) 3B-Liv-Altuve (1) HR-Liv-Machado (1) Dan-Gordon (1)

Game
2:   Livonia (Adam Wainwright)   at   Danbury (David Price)


Final Score:   Danbury   4   Livonia   2
Danbury came out swinging in the first inning, wanting to avoid going down 0-2 at home in the series.  Alex Gordon led off with a double and Buster Posey walked with one out.  After a Chris Davis K, Danny Valencia slapped an RBI single to left to give the Dobbers a 1-0 lead, and Jose Abreu pulled a ball down the left field line that dropped just fair for a 2 run triple and Danbury had an early 3-0 margin. 

The Lynx cut the lead to 1 in the 4th, when Lorenzo Cain clobbered a 2 run shot to left with 2 outs off Danbury starter David Price.  Danbury stretched the lead back out to 2 in the 5th, when Buster Posey doubled home Gordon to make it 4-2. 

Price and the Dobber bullpen made it hold up, with scares in the 8th and 9th.  Michael Brantley had a 2 out double, and Jeff Manship was brought in to face pinch hitter Curt Casali.  On the first pitch, Brantley got a little too much of a secondary lead and Posey fired a strike to Kinsler to pick him off and end the threat.  In the 9th, Darren O’Day came in for the save.  He plunked the first batter Casali (with the Lynx losing him for the rest of the series). With Jose Ramirez pinch running, Altuve was up and smashed a line drive hit and run right to SS Peralta, who doubled off the runner to end most of the hope for Livonia.  O’Day then struck out Manny Machado to end the game, and even the series at one game apiece as it headed to Livonia.

W-Price (1-0) L- Wainwright (0-1) S-O’Day (1) 2B- Liv- Brantley (1), Altuve (1) Dan- Gordon (1), Posey (1) 3B-Dan-Abreu (1) HR-Liv-Cain (1)

Game
3:   Danbury (Jaime Garcia)   at   Livonia (Tyson Ross)


Final Score:   Danbury   7   Livonia   0
Jaime Garcia was brilliant for Danbury, pitching a complete game 3 hitter, walking none and striking out 4 as the Dirt Dobbers cruised to a 7-0 win and a 2-1 series lead.  Alex Gordon gave the Dobbers the lead on a SF in the top of the 3rd after Ian Kinsler had advanced to third with one out on a hit and run.  Chris Davis’ solo shot in the 4th off Lynx starter Tyson Ross made it 2-0, and Jose Abreu put the game away in the 6th with a 2 out double off reliever Tony Watson.  Curtis Granderson slashed a double with one out in the inning and Valencia worked a 2 out walk to give Abreu the chance to come through with the big hit.  The Dirt Dobbers padded the lead in the 9th on a 2 run bomb by Kyle Seager, making it 6-0.  The final run came home on an 
error by 2B Jose Altuve, allowing Ian Kinsler to score from 3rd with the 7th run of the game.  Garcia was in control the whole game, with the only runner reaching second for Livonia on a double by Justin Morneau. 

W-Garcia (1-0) L-Ross (0-1) 2B-Liv-Morneau (1) Dan-Granderson (2), Posey (2), Abreu (1), Kinsler (2) HR-Dan-C.Davis (1), Seager (1)

Game
4:   Danbury (Rich Hill)   at   Livonia (Johnny Cueto)



Final Score:   Danbury   3   Livonia   2
The scoring problems continued in Game 4 for the Lynx, as Rich Hill shut them down for the first 8 innings en route to a nail-biting 3-2 win for Danbury.  Livonia’s scoreless streak reached 22 consecutive innings before the tension filled comeback in the 9th.  Starter Johnny Cueto matched Hill for the first 6 innings in a scoreless duel before the Dobbers broke through in the 7th.  Kyle Seager’s solo homer to RF with one out gave Danbury a 1-0 lead.  In the 8th , Alex Gordon led off with a single, chasing Cueto.  Tony Watson came in and tried to pick Gordon off first, flinging it wildly down the line to advance Gordon to 2nd.  After an intentional walk to pinch hitter Jarrett Parker, Watson got Posey to pop out and Chris Davis to strike out. Livonia went to the bullpen again to get Matt Albers to face Danny Valencia, but Valencia continued his hot hitting by hitting a pea down the right field line to plate both runners and Danbury’s lead increased to 3-0. 

In the bottom of the 9th, Livonia finally broke through.  Pinch hitter Justin Morneau led off with a seeing eye single to right against Hill.  Freddy Galvis pinch ran, and he scored on a line drive double to right by Michael Brantley.  The lead was now 3-1.  Danbury finally went to the pen, bringing on Darren O’Day to try to save the game.  O’Day then walked FrancisoCervelli, putting men on 1st and 2nd with no one out.  Jose Altuve then laid down a perfect bunt, getting a bunt base hit when he was trying to sacrifice the runners up, and now the bases were loaded for Livonia and the Lynx faithful were hopeful for the come from behind win to tie the series.  Manny Machado appeared to have won it for the Lynx as he clubbed a high drive to left that just missed going over the fence for a grand slam walk off homer.  Kole Calhoun picked it clean to save the game for the Dirt Dobbers, but Brantley scored from 3rd and pinch runner Jose Ramirez moved to third on the SF to make the score 3-2 with runners on 1st and 3rd and one out.  Danbury brought the infield in to face Lorenzo Cain, and he grounded one right at SS Brad Miller.  Miller then fired to the plate to peg Jose Ramirez trying to score the tying run in a bang-bang play! 

Albert Pujols was now the last hope for the Lynx, and he popped up to Posey to end the game. O’Day wriggled out of the bases loaded, no out jam to pick up the save. 

W-Hill (1-0) L-Cueto (0-1) S-O’Day (2) 2B- Liv-Brantley (2) Dan-Valencia (1) HR-Dan-Seager (2)

Game
5:   Danbury (Keuchel) at Livonia (Volquez)



Final Score:   Danbury   8   Livonia   2
 Danbury jumped out to an early lead then piled on at the end to win the game 8-2 and claim their 2nd NABC championship.  EdinsonVolquez got the call to start the game for Livonia against Dallas Keuchel, but he was shaky in the first.  Gordon walked to lead off the game, and Posey singled to left with one out.  With 2 outs, Danny Valencia again came through, spanking an RBI single to right to score Gordon. 

Livonia didn’t waste time getting the game tied again, scoring one of their own in the bottom of the inning.  Jose Altuve reached on a 2 out infield single and went to 2nd on a wild pitch.  Manny Machado drove a line drive to right to score Altuve and tie the game at 1-1. 

Danbury went back to work in the third on a Curtis Granderson solo homer to lead off the inning, and a solo by Jose Abreu to lead off the 4th pushed the lead to 3-1.  Livonia scored one of their own in the bottom of the 5th to give them hope.  Adam Eaton led off with a double and moved to third on a sacrifice bunt from Elvis Andrus.  With 2 outs, Michael Brantley blooped a ball that fell in left, scoring Eaton and cutting the lead to 3-2. 

After that, the Lynx never really got much of anything going against Keuchel and the Dobber relief corps.  Danbury put the game away in the 8th with a big 3 run inning.  All 3 runs scored against reliever Mark Melancon.  Buster Posey led off the inning with another solo blast-the third leadoff solo homer of the game for Danbury-to give Danbury a little breathing room 4-2.  Chris Davis then smashed a double off the wall but was still stranded at 2nd with outs.  Kyle Seager than came up and did the big damage, pounding a long ball down the line that just curved inside the foul pole for a 2 run homer and a 6-2 lead. 

Danbury’s 9th was icing on the cake.  With Hector Rondon on the mound, Alex Gordon hit a single to right center, but was thrown out trying to stretch it to a double.  Curtis Granderson followed with a double of his own, with Lorenzo Cain just missing a fantastic catch.  Buster Posey then crushed a long homer to left to score Granderson and Danbury’s lead increased to an almost insurmountable 8-2. 

In the 9th, O’Day came in again to shut the door. Khris Davis did hit a one out double, but it just wasn’t enough and the Dirt Dobbers started their celebration on the field!

W- Keuchel (1-1) L- Volquez (0-1) 2B-Liv-K. Davis (1), Eaton (1), Andrus (1) Dan-Granderson (3), C. Davis 2 (2) HR-Dan-Granderson (1), Posey 2 (2), Abreu (1), Seager (3)

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

Second Round – Danbury  4,   Wyandotte  0   (Played via phone and Team Viewer program by Steve Davis and Dave Brim, highlights from John Duke via script file)
The #1 seeded Danbury Dirt Dobbers swept 4 games from the #6 seed Wyandotte Falcons, in a series that was much closer than that, with 2 extra inning tilts and 2 ninth inning Danbury ralies.  The Dobbers outscored the Falcons, 19-12. over in the 4 games, led by Danny Valencia (8-18, 3r, 3rbi), Alex Gordon (6-19, 4r) and Curtis Granderson (5-16, 2hr).  For the Falcons, who hit just .200 with 3 homers, Brett Lawrie (6-16, 2-2b, 2rbi) and Andrew McCutchen (4-15, 1hr, 2r) were the best of a weak lot.  Danbury has no carryover injuries for the World Series.

This was the twelth playoff appearance in 31 NABC seasons for Wyandotte manager Dave Brim, the only manager ever for the Wyandotte franchise.  Wyandotte and mgr. Brim have 2 World Series wins in 5 appearances, with their most recent championship in 2005.

Game
1:   Wyandotte (Sonny Gray) at Danbury (Dallas Keuchel):
   Final Score:   Danbury   4   Wyandotte  3   (12inn)
Alex Gordon strokes a leadoff home run in the 1st for the Dobbers and Danny Valencia and Kyle Seager hit doubles in the 2nd to give Danbury an early 2-0 lead.  The Falcons even the score at 2 in the 3rd on a 2-run homer by Josh Pehgley (!!) after a single by Brett Lawrie.  In the Dobbers 4th frame, Jose Abreu is HBP and injured for 3 days, but Falcons starter Gray is ejected.  The next hitter, Seager rams an RBi double off Liam Hendriks to score PR Kole Calhoun for a 3-2 edge.  But, Andrew McCutchen drives a solo shot in the 5th to even the score again.  It remains that way through a flurry of relievers for both teams until the Danbury 12th.  Gordon singles off Koji Uehara, advances to 2nd on a Tyler Flowers PB, and scores on a 2-out RBI single from Buster Posey.  Francisco Rodriguez gets the win and Uehara takes the loss. 
 

Game
2:   Wyandotte (Lance Lynn) at Danbury (David Price):
   Final Score:   Danbury   3   Wyandotte  2   (11inn)
In the Dobbers 4th, Calhoun walks, moves to 2nd on an infield out and scores on Jhonny Peralta’s RBI single.  The Falcons bounce back with a 2 run rally in the 5th to take their first lead of the series, as Pedro Alvarez doubles and scores on an RBI single by Kolten Wong, then Wong scores on a H&R RBI double by Lawrie.  Starter Lynn carries the 2-1 lead into the Danbury 9th, but PH Jarett Parker delivers a 1-out single.  Reliever Uehara comes on to get the second out, as PR Brad Miller gets to second base, and Peralta delivers an RBI double to send the game to extra frames.  Tony Sipp comes on to pitch the 11th for Wyandotte.  Chris Coghlan draws a walk, moves to 2nd on a ground out, stops at 3rd on Ian Kinsler’s single, then scores the game winner on Peralta’s SF, giving the veteran SS all 3 RBIs for the Dobbers.  Starter Price goes all 11 innings for the win, while Sipp takes the loss.
Game
3:   Danbury (Jaime Garcia) at Wyandotte (Matt Harvey):
   Final Score:   Danbury  8   Wyandotte  6   
The Dobbers draw first inning blood as Curtis Granderson poles a solo homer, then Chris Davis slams a 2-run shot after Posey reaches base on Lawrie’s E-5, to take a 3-0 lead.  The Falcons get 2 back in their half of the 1st, as Mookie Betts singles, steals second on a botched H&R, moves to 3rd on a single by McCutchen and 
scores on Paul Goldscmidt’s SF.  After a Alvarez single, McCutchen scores on an E-5 by Seager on a Jose Reyes grounder.  Danbury extends the lead to 4-2 in the 5th on singles by Gordon, Granderson and Valencia.
Corey Dickerson slams a PH solo homer in the 7th to pull Wyandotte within a run at 4-3.  In the Falcons 8th, reliever Jeff Manship issues consecutive walks to Goldshmidt and Nelson Cruz to start the inning.  Reliever Andrew Miller retires the next 2 hitters, but Kolten Wong and Phegley deliver back-to-back RBI singles to put Wyandotte in the lead at 5-4.  In the Danbury 9th, PH Parker delivers a leadoff solo homer to tie the game at 5, then Gordon doubles, Posey walks, Davis singles in the lead run but is out at second on the throw.  Valencia slams a 2-run homer to give the Dobbers an 8-5 advantage.  Darren O’Day notches the save, despite allowing one run in the 9th, as Betts singles and scores on Goldshmidt’s double.  Kelvin Herrera gets the win in relief, while Harvey takes the complete game loss, allowing 4 homers, while posting 13 K’s.
Game
4:   Danbury (Rich Hill) at Wyandotte (Josh Tomlin):
   Final Score:   Danbury  4   Wyandotte  1   
It’s scoreless until the Danbury 3rd, when Granderson slams a 2-run tater, after Ian Kinsler reaches second on a double E-2 by Kyle Schwarber.  In the Dobbers 4th, Davis and Valencia single, Abreu pops an RBI double and Valenica scores on a ground out by Kinsler to make it 4-0.  Rich Hill and 3 relievers keep the Falcons off the board until the 9th, when Reyes slaps a double, PH Dickerson singles him to 3rd and he scores on a SF by Lawrie.  Hill gets the win, while Josh Tomlin takes the defeat.
Second Round – Livonia  4,   Woodland  3   (Played via phone, by Tom Kusch and Rob Milinkovich, highlights from Rob Milinkovich)

In an exciting series, the #5 seeded and defending champion Livonia Lynx upset the #2 seeded Woodland Warlocks in 7 games.  The Lynx were outscored 38 to 30 over the 7 games, but won all 3 of the close contests to win the series.  Michael Brantley (7-32, 3-2b, 5r, 3rbi), Lorenzo Cain (5-25, 2hr, 4r, 5rbi) and Khris Davis (5-20, 5r)  paced the Lynx attack.  J.D. Martinez (9-29, 4hr, 7r, 11rbi) was monster for the Warlocks, with support from Andre Ethier (12-25, 3-2b, 5r) and Dee Gordon (13-34, 7r).  Jake Arrieta tossed 2 shutouts for the Warlocks, but it was not enough.  No carryover injuries for Livonia in the World Series.
For Woodland manager Rob Milinkovich, this was the 7th playoff appearance in his 23 NABC campaigns as the only Woodland manager.  Rob has led the Warlocks to 2 World Series, including their only title in 2009.  

Game
1:   Livonia (Edinson Volquez) at Woodland (Zack Greinke):
   Final Score   Livonia   7   Woodland  6  (12inn)
T1-Michael Brantley leadoff double and picked off on Jose Altuve bunt attempt
B1-Dee Gordon leadoff single and CS on botched H&R play

T3-Elvis Andrus leadoff walk.  Salvador Perez H&R single and Andrus comes all the way around to score 1-0 LIV

T4-Mitch Moreland two run double makes it 3-0 LIV

B5-J.D. Martinez three run HR with two out ties it 3-3

T7-Francisco Cervelli PH single and SB on H&R play (ARGH!).  Altuve singles him to 3rd and both score on Justin Morneau H&R double 6-3 LIV

B9-Hector Rondon pitching for Lynx.  Brian McCann HBP with one out.  Gordon singles with two out and Martinez hits a game tying 3-run Blast to tie it 6-6!

T10-Warlocks bring Ken Giles in for Greinke.  Lorenzo Cain walks and moves to 3rd on Albert Pujols H&R 1B.  Infield comes in and Javier Lopez comes in to fan Adam Eaton.  Jeurys Familia relieves and Andrus pops out to 1st before Perez fans to keep the game tied.

T12-Cain hits a one out, game winning HR off Miguel Socolovich (HR-H) in 7-6 Lynx win.
WP-Matt Albers  LP-Socolovich  SV-Blaine Boyer

Game
2:   Livonia (Johnny Cueto) at Woodland (Jake Arrieta):
   Final Score   Woodland   7   Livonia  0
B2-a walk and two singles load the bases with no outs.  Evan Longoria rbi 1B, Andrelton Simmons singles in a run but Andre Ethier is out trying to score 2-0 WOO
B3-Martinez doubles and scores on Altuve throwing error 3-0 WOO

B4-Longoria and McCann b-t-b doubles 4-0 WOO

B6-McCann singles and Ethier scores on wild throw by Brantley.  Simmons and Martinez collect Sac Flies as Woodland cruises to 7-0 win

WP-Arrieta CG, 2-hit Shutout with 0 BB and 10 K   LP-Cueto CG, 12 H, 10 K

Game
3:   Woodland (Scott Kazmir) at Livonia (Tyson Ross):
   Final Score:  Livonia  12   Woodland   3
T2-Warlocks get on the board first on a McCann rbi single 1-0 WOO

B2-Khris Davis homers with a man on.  Brantley singles in a run then scores on H&R double by Cervelli.  Altuve follows with a two run shot. Just like that it's 6-1 LIV

B3-Cain walks and scores on H&R double by Pujols.  Andrus and Brantley add rbi singles and Kazmir is reduced  9-1 LIV

B5-Kazmir mercifully relieved

B6-Cain homers with a man on 11-1 LIV

T7-E-6 leads to Chris Colabello rbi single 11-2

T8-Ross relieved with bases loaded and one out.  Warlocks do not score

B8-Consecutive errors by Dee Gordon and Cain later singles in a run 12-2 LIV

T9-Ethier triples in Prince Fielder for 12-3 Lynx win

WP-Ross   LP-Kazmir

Game
4:   Woodland (Yovani Gallardo) at Livonia (Adam Wainwright):
   Final Score:  Livonia  3   Woodland   2
B1-Brantley lead off HR 1-0 LIV

T4-JD Martinez lead off HR ties it 1-1

T5-McCann singles in Ethier 2-1 WOO

B8-Davis doubles to lead off the inning.  Eaton collects a single off Lopez on SAC attempt.  Eaton then steals 2nd on H&R play.  Brad Ziegler in for WOO.  PH Curt Casali doubles in Davis and Eaton holds at 3rd.  Brantley pops out but Cervelli SF plates Eaton 3-2 LIV

T9-Rondon in.  Colabello singles and Miguel Rojas PR.  Ryan Braun walks with two out to put men on 1st & 2nd.  Longoria fans to end the game 3-2 LIV as Lynx take commanding 3-1 series lead

WP-Wainwright   LP-Lopez   SV-Rondon

Game
5:   Woodland (Greinke) at Livonia (Volquez):
   Final Score:  Livonia  10   Woodland   3
B2-Brantley lead off 2B.  Cervelli singles and Brantley is held at 3rd.  Altuve lines into DP on H&R attempt.  Machado picks him up with a two out rbi double and he scores on Cain's single 2-0 LIV

T2-After a tongue lashing (ok, complaining) by Warlocks Mgr., Longoria doubles in two and scores on Andrus throwing error.  Gordon triples in a run and Martinez follows with his 4th HR of the series and Woodland jumps to 6-2 lead with Greinke on the hill

T4-Gordon collects his 3rd hit of the game and scores on Colabello's 2B 7-2 WOO

B4-Davis walks, moves to 2nd on H&R ground out and scores on Andrus single 7-3 WOO

T6-Gordon singles and steals 2nd (4th hit) but is stranded

T8-Gordon singles and scores on Martinez H&R double.  Fielder plates Martinez with a 1B 9-3 WOO

T9-Gordon singles in Ethier for 10-3 Warlocks win to stay alive in the series

WP-Greinke   LP-Volquez

Warlocks collect 17 hits led by GORDON 6/6 2B, 3B, SB, 3 RUNS SCORED
Game
6:   Livonia (Cueto) at Woodland (Arrieta):
   Final Score   Woodland   7   Livonia  0
The series heads back to Woodland as the Warlocks, down three games to two, try to stay alive against the Lynx.

B1-Gordon leads off with a double, moves to 3rd on a ground out and scores on SF by Colabello.  Fielder doubles and Braun knocks one over the wall in left and it's 3-0 Warlocks

T2-Lynx get a double and walk with no outs but Arrieta gets three straight fly balls to center

B5-Colabello homers with a man on 5-0 WOO

B6-Warlocks get b-t-b-t-b doubles from McCann, Simmons and Gordon and go on to win 7-0

WP-Arrieta (2nd Shutout of this series) 4 H, 1 BB, 8 K   LP-Cueto

Game
7:   Livonia (T. Ross) at Woodland (Jered Eickhoff):
   Final Score   Livonia   5  Woodland   3
T1-Brantley doubles and moves to 3rd on a ground out.  Machado walks and steals 2nd on H&R play but Cain fans to end the inning

T2-Pujols singles and is Caught Stealing on H&R play.  Davis then singles and steals 2nd (H&R result).  Eaton doubles him in and it's 1-0 Lynx

B2-Braun walks and Ethier plants one in the bleachers on H&R play 2-1 WOO

T3-Cervelli singles and moves to 3rd on Altuve H&R single.  Cervelli scores on Machado SF with Altuve moving to 2nd.  Familia in for Eickhoff.   Altuve moves to 3rd on fly ball to right and scores on a two out Wild Pitch by Familia 3-2 LIV

B4-Fielder leads off with a homer and Ross is pulled in favor of Alex Wilson.  Braun doubles but is stranded 3-3

T5-Brantley lead off 1B.  Cervellii H&R pop out, Altuve H&R single, Machado H&R rbi single 4-3 LIV

T6-Davis lead off 2B, Eaton sacrifice moves him to 3rd and Andrus successful squeeze bunt scores Davis 5-3 LIV

B9-Rondon pitching for Livonia. Longoria gets a one out double but Geovanny Soto fans and Rojas flies out to end it as Lynx advance to their second straight NABC World Series!

WP-A. Wilson    LP-Familia   SV-H.Rondon

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – Livonia 4, Midtown 2   (Played face-to-face by Tom Kusch and Bryan Rizzo, highlights from Tom Kusch)

Livonia, the #5 seed, defeated Midtown, the # 4 seed in 6 straight games, overcoming a 2-1 games deficit, by holding the Muddogs to a total of 2 runs in the final 3 games  Manny Machado (6-23, 3hr, 6r, 8rbi), Albert Pujols (7-20, 3hr, 6rbi) and Francisco Cervelli (8-23, 6r) paced the Spartans on offense, while Anthony Rizzo (8-21, 4-2b) and Neil Walker (7-20,2hr, 4rb) were the only bright spots for Danbury.  Johnny Cueto posted 2 wins (both over Clayton Kershaw), with a 2.25 ERA.  No additional carryover injuries for Livonia.

For manager Bryan Rizzo of Midtown, this was the 8th playoff appearance in his 28 years at the helm of the Muddogs, but Bryan is still seeking his first World Series appearance.  The Midtown franchise now has 17 playoff appearances in 40 seasons, while winning 1 title in 3 NABC World Series played.

Livonia and Midtown played their first round playoff series in person, as these former neighbors meet again in the playoffs.

Game 1:   Livonia (Johnny Cueto) at Midtown (Clayton Kershaw):
   Final Score:   Livonia  7   Midtown  4
Livonia jumped out in the first, as Francisco Cervelli and Jose Altuve walked, followed by a three run homer by Manny Machado.  Livonia tacked on a run in the fourth, and three more in the 5th on doubles by Cervelli and Altuve and another Machado homer to break the game open.  Midtown tried to claw back in it on back-to-back solo shots by Wellington Castillo and Neil Walker in the 6th.  Walker hit his second homer of the game in the 8th to make it 7 to 4, but the Lynx bullpen settled down to secure game 1.  WP – Cueto   LP - Kershaw

Game 2:   Livonia (Tyson Ross) at Midtown (Chris Sale):
   Final Score:   Midtown  4   Livonia  2
Midtown began the scoring in the 1st on a Ben Paulsen double which plated Brett Gardner.  In the 2nd, scary moment as Anthony Rizzo (distant relative of manager Rizzo) and Matt Wieters collide chasing a pop-up. and both are hurt, including Wieters for the series.  Muddogs scored again the the 3rd with 1B replacement Stephen Piscotty singling home Gardner.  It was quiet until the bottom of the 5th, when Tyson Ross suffered a shoulder injury and had to be removed, putting a strain on the Lynx pen.  Livonia cut the lead to 2 - 1 in the 6th, as Machado singled home Cervelli, then tied it in the 7th.  With two outs, Sale walked Adam Eaton and his night was over.  Mitch Moreland's H&R single off Jeremy Jeffress moved Eaton to third, who then scored on a Michael Brantley single.  With the score tied, Muddogs got angry.  Trevor Plouffe doubled off Matt Albers and Castillo was HBP.  After a pop out, Castillo was picked off first for the second out, but Gardner broke the Livonia hearts with a go-ahead single.  A walk to Mike Trout and another Piscotty RBI single made it 4 - 2, In the 9th Albert Pujols and Eaton singled, but Craig Kimbrel slammed the door to preserve the win.  WP – Joaquin Benoit  LP - Albers  SV - Kimbrel

Game 3:   Midtown (Andrew Heaney) at Livonia (Edinson Volquez):
   Final Score: Midtown  10   Livonia  9      (16 inn,)
For game 3, the series shifts to Livonia, and it was a classic and the turning point of the series.  Livonia got 1 in the 3rd and 3 in the 4th on homers by Khris Davis and Brantley to take an early lead, but Midtown came back with 4 of its own in the 6th, started by an error on a Trout grounder.  Hits kept coming, as Rizzo and Paulsen singled and Plouffe hit a two-run homer to tie it.  Pujols homered to regain the lead for the Lynx, but Trout's homer tied it again.  Altuve hit a two run shot in the bottom half of th3 7th, and Livonia led 7 - 5.  Top of the 9th off closer Hector Rondon, single by Gardner, triple by Trout, and single by Rizzo tied it again.  In the 13th, a walk to Cesar Hernandez, HBP of Trout set up the heroics for Rizzo, he singled home one run, and a K. Davis error on the play allowed Trout to score also.  With a 9 - 7 lead, the Muddogs turned to Kimbrel, but this time, Livonia had other ideas.  K. Davis made up for his error by beating out an infield single, and Curt Casali hit a pinch hit double to put two aboard.  Elvis Andrus then blooped a double into left to tie the score at 9. Finally, in the top of the 16th, Piscotty doubled and scored on a Gerardo Parra single off Blaine Boyer.  Benoit pitched a perfect bottom half to preserve the win, putting Midtown up two games to one.  Both bullpens are at this point a disaster.  WP - Benoit   LP - Boyer.

Game 4:   Midtown (Jordan Zimmermann) at Livonia (Adam Wainwright):
   Final Score: Livonia  1   Midtown  0
Game 4 at Livonia.  Hitters were clearly tired from game 3, as game was scoreless through 7 innings.  In the bottom of the 8th, Casali hit a solo homer to break the scoreless tie, and Wainwright closed it out himself.  Midtown could only manage three hits all game (all doubles), Zimmermann was equally as masterful except for the one mistake in the 8th.  Series is tied at two games apiece.  WP - Wainwright   LP - Zimmerman.

Game 5:   Midtown (Kershaw) at Livonia (Cueto):
   Final Score: Livonia  3   Midtown  1
Game 5 at Livonia - rematch of game 1, Kershaw vs Cueto.  Clayton's playoff woes continue, as Livonia scored first in the 4th.  Albert Pujols, longtime nemesis of Kershaw, blasted a three run shot after walks to Machado and K. Davis to give Livonia the lead.  Midtown loaded the bases in the 6th off Cueto, but Paulsen grounded out to end the threat.  In the 9th, after a Piscotty blast was stolen by Davis at the wall, Brandon Crawford connected to close the gap to 3 - 1.  Plouffe, however, grounded out to end the game, giving Cueto his second win of the series.  Cueto allowed just 4 hits, striking out 10, while, Kershaw allowed just 2 hits, but one of those was the 3-run home run by Pujols.  Livonia up three games to two.  WP – Cueto   LP - Kershaw.

Game 6:   Livonia (Ross) at Midtown (Sale):
   Final Score: Livonia  11   Midtown  1
Game 6 back at Midtown, with T. Ross coming back from his shoulder injury from game 2 vs Sale.  Must win for Midtown to stay alive, and it got ugly for the Muddogs early, as Sale clearly was not sharp.  Lynx scored 7 runs in the first 3 innings, as Machado, Pujols and K. Davis all hit 2-run homers off Sale.  Muddogs could only manage 6 hits, and struck out 14 times, eventually losing 11 - 1.  Livonia moves on to face powerhouse Woodland in the next round.  WP – T. Ross   LP - Sale

PLAYOFF SUMMARIES

First Round – Wyandotte 4,  Saginaw 2   (Played via phone by Dave Brim and John Dashner, write-up by John Dashner)

The #6 seeded Falcons prevailed in a tight battle to oust the #3 seeded division champion Aces in 6 games, as, Wyandotte outscored Saginaw, 32-29, overall.  Slugger Pedro Alvarez (just 5-24, but 3hr, 5r, 4rbi), Paul Goldschmidt (7-22, 5r, 4rbi), Kolten Wong (5-20, 7rbi) and Brett Lawrie (7-22, 4rbi) were the most productive Falcons hitters..  The Aces did out-homer the Falcons, 10-7, with A.J. Polloack (9-25, 3-2b, 3hr, 9r, 4rbi) and Josh Donaldson (8-21, 2hr, 4r, 10rbi) leading the way.  Matt Harvey had 2 complete game wins for Wyandotte, with a 3.00 ERA, including a shutout in game 6, while Madison Bumgarner also posted 2 complete game wins, with a 4.00 ERA for Saginaw.  For Wyandotte, Mikael Franco will miss all 7 games in the next round, while Kyle Schwarber will miss the first 3 games wtih carryover injuries.
For Saginaw manager John Dashner, this was the second playoff appearances in his 21 NABC seasons, with his only previous trip resulting in the 2002 NABC World Series title.  The Saginaw franchise now has 14 playoffs made in 40 seasons and has won 1 of the 4 World Series it has played.
Game 1:   Wyandotte (Sonny Gray) at Saginaw (Madison Bumgarner):
   Final Score:   Saginaw  15   Wyandotte  7
Aces pound Sonny Gray for 10 runs and 8 hits in just 4 innings, with 2 homers by A.J. Pollock ( 4 hits and 5 runs ) and 1 by Justin Turner ( 3 for 4 ), while Josh Donaldson goes 3 for 5 and 5 rbi.  Paul Goldschmidt and Kolten Wong ( 3 for 4 ) homer for the losers.  Madison Bumgarner goes the distance with 12 K’s.
 
Game 2:   Wyandotte (Matt Harvey) at Saginaw (Lance McCullers):
   Final Score:   Wyandotte  14   Saginaw  7
Lance McCullers allows 6 runs in the 1st on a 3 run blast by Nelson Cruz and a 2 run shot by Pedro Alvarez.
Wyandotte’s Kyle Schwarber is out for series (12 days) after being plunked by a LaTroy Hawkins pitch.  Mookie Betts will miss 4 games after a collision with Andrew McCutcheon in the 7th.  McCutcheon also had to leave that game only.

 Game 3:   Saginaw (Hisashi Iwakuma) at Wyandotte (Lance Lynn):
   Final Score:   Wyandotte  2   Saginaw 0
Pedro Alvarez homer in the 2nd frame is all the Falcons need coupled with a nifty 6 hit shutout by Lance Lynn, who had 10 K’s and no walks.  Iwakum allowed just 4 hits in the loss and the second run was unearned.
 

 Game 4:   Saginaw (Hector Santiago) at Wyandotte (Josh Tomlin):
   Final Score:   Wyandotte  3   Saginaw 2
Only 5 hits for each club as A.J. Pollock and Josh Donaldson homer for all the Aces runs, while Brett Lawrie homers for the Falcons, with Josh Tomlin as the winning pitcher against his old club.

Game 5:   Saginaw (Bumgarner) at Wyandotte (Gray):
   Final Score:   Saginaw  5   Wyandotte  1
Rajai Davis and Randall Grichuk both homer for Saginaw as Madsion Bumgarner no-hits Falcons for 7 innings on his way to a second complete game victory to keep the Aces alive.
Game 6:   Wyandotte (Harvey) at Saginaw (McCullers):
   Final Score:   Wyandotte  5   Saginaw  0
The Falcons advance to the next round with sound 5 – 0 thrashing of the punchless Saginaw Aces, who could only manage 5 hits off complete game shutout pitcher Matt Harvey, who posted 9 K’s.
2017 NABC DRAFT MEETING

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please don't forget to mark your calendar for Saturday, March 4th, 2017, for the annual NABC rookie draft and league meeting.

LEAGUE NEWS

As in previous years, APBA began accepting pre-orders for the 2016 season disks after the MLB World Series was completed and expects to begin shipping after Thanksgiving.  APBA will begin accepting pre-orders for the cards after Thanksgiving and they should be available in January.  I expect the yearbook to be complete in December.  Thanks for another great season!
TRADE REPORT (as of 11-21-2016)
· Can-Am sends Marcell Ozuna and Jake McGee to MetroMess for Carlos Rodon. 

· Rivertown sends Luis Severino, Jered Weaver and 2017 #3 to Burlingame for Jose Fernandez.

· Indiana sends 2017 #3 to Can-Am for Martin Prado.

