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STANDINGS - EASTERN DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. San Antonio Spartans (Larry Bond)       100
62
.617
   --
 52-29
      48-33
16-  9
2. Buffalo Bison (John Duke)

93
69
.574
    7
 49-32
      44-37
16-  9
3. Pontiac Nighthawks (Dave Hogg)
91
71
.562
    9
 51-30
      40-41
14-11
4. Saginaw Aces (John Dashner)

74
88
.457
  26
 39-42
      35-46
13-12

5. Brooklyn Knights (Gary Kendall)

72
90
.444
  28
 37-44
      35-46
  9-16
6. Estey Maulers (Mike Hutek)

67
95
.414
  33
 32-49
      35-46
  6-19
STANDINGS - CENTRAL DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. Beaver Falls Bats (Brian Lebeck)

99
63
.611
   --
 48-33
      51-30
16-  9
2. Bedrock Bombers (Ron Swinkin)

91
71
.562
    8
 39-42
      52-29
16-  9
3. Bobcaygeon Stars (Mark McElwee)
88
74
.543
  11
 46-35
      42-39
16-  9

4. Boomtown Rats (Chris Stinson)

87
75
.537
  12
 46-35
      41-40
12-13
5. Wyandotte Falcons (Dave Brim)

73
89
.451
  26
 37-44
      36-45
10-15
6. Midtown Muddogs (Bryan Rizzo)
68
94
.420
  31
 31-50
      37-44
12-13
STANDINGS - WESTERN DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. Livonia Lynx (Tom Kusch)
          103
59
.636
   --
 52-29
      51-30
15-10
2. Can-Am Drifters (Mike Dorn)

78
84
.481
  25
 37-44
      41-40
14-11

3. Massillon Werewolves (Jim Gardiner)
78
84
.481
  25
 40-41
      38-43
10-15
4. Antioch Athletics (Tim Sommers)

69
93
.426
  34
 34-47
      35-46
  8-17
5. Cape Spear Silverjets (Shaun Mackay)
65
97
.401
  38 
 33-48
      32-49
  9-16
6. Woodland Warlocks (Rob Milinkovich)
62      100
.383
  41
 26-55
      36-45
13-12
LEAGUE NEWS


Congratulations to Livonia manager Tom Kusch, San Antonio manager Larry Bond and Beaver Falls manager Brian Lebeck, who each captured division crowns.  They will be seeded #1, #2 and #3, respectively in the playoffs.  Buffalo earned the #4 seed as the best wild card, while Bedrock will have the #5 seed and Pontiac landed the #6 seed.  Bedrock earned the #5 seed with a 5-3 head-to-head mark over Pontiac.


Livonia is the defending NABC champion, while Beaver Falls, Buffalo and Bedrock are also repeaters in the playoffs.  San Antonio and Pontiac are returning to the playoffs.  All 6 playoff managers have previous NABC playoff experience, and 4 of them (Livonia, San Antonio, Buffalo and Bedrock) have won previous championships.  Good luck to all!


At the other end of the spectrum, Woodland will be choosing first in the 2008 NABC Rookie Draft, with Cape Spear and Estey to follow, before we encounter a number of coin flips to break ties.

PLAYOFF MATCHUPS

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
First Round:
Bedrock vs. Buffalo; winner to play Livonia.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h



Pontiac vs. Beaver Falls; winner to play San Antonio.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
World Series:
Survivors open in home park of highest remaining seed.

TO-DO'S FOR ALL

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please mark your calendar for Saturday, March 7th, 2009, for the annual NABC rookie draft.

INJURY REPORT (for playoff games)

Beaver Falls:
NONE

Bedrock:
Casey Kotchman 4 days (First 2 games in First Round)

Buffalo:
Mike Napoli 22 days (All games in First and Second Rounds)



Cole Hamels 7 days (First 4 games in First Round)

Livonia:
NONE

Pontiac:
Jack Cust 13 days (All games in First Round and First 1 game in Second Round)



Kenji Johjima 3 days (First 1 game in First Round)

San Antonio:
Cody Ross 12 days (No Games – First Round Bye)



Chase Utley 5 days (No Games – First Round Bye)



Nick Swisher 3 days (No Games – First Round Bye)

PLAYOFF REMINDERS TO ALL PARTICIPATING MANAGERS

All managers involved in the playoffs should review the rules regarding playoff games, especially Sections III.B, III.D, V.C, V.E, V.K and V.N, which define the playoff matchups, schedule and specific player usage rules for the playoffs.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
You must carry 4 starting pitchers, but will only need to use 3, unless there is an injury.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Observe relief pitcher limits, 7 innings for regular, 5 for limited, 3 for restricted.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
All regular batters may start all games in a series, limited batters may start 1 game per series.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
September Restricted batters may not participate in playoffs.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Be sure to follow playoff schedule as detailed on page 2 of the rulebook.

STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The only new individual record was set by Jack Cust of Pontiac who struck out 242 (!) times to break San Antonio’s Adam Dunn’s previous mark set in 2005 by 1 whiff.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Also, of note, Barry Bonds of Bedrock once again hit 50 homers and led the NABC in walks with 149.  Bonds has run his career total to an amazing 879 homers, but he may not get any more.  On the pitching side, Greg Maddux of Massillon added 9 victories compared to 6 for Roger Clemens of Livonia, so Maddux widened his career lead to 383 versus 375 for Clemens.


SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
At the team level, Brooklyn slammed just 96 home runs, tied for third lowest in NABC history and the first team with fewer than 100 since 1994.  Massillon stole just 10 bases, tied for fourth lowest ever in the NABC.  Midtown struck out an astounding 1402 times, an average of 8.65 times per game, to obliterate San Antonio’s record of 1346, set in 2007.  Bedrock, no doubt helped along by the Midtown whiffers, posted the second most strikeouts ever by pitchers with 1359.   Finally, San Antonio pitchers walked just 411 hitters, third least ever in the NABC.
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Here are this year’s IRON men.  Each of these players played every inning of the season at their respective positions (only 1 position):  Bobby Abreu of Antioch, RF; Carlos Beltran of Bedrock, RF; Adrian Beltre of San Antonio, 3B; and, for the second straight season, Ryan Zimmerman of Bobcaygeon, 3B.
