NABC NEWSLETTER --- SEPTEMBER 2011


STANDINGS - EASTERN DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. Buffalo Bisons (John Duke)

98
64
.605
   --
 50-31
      48-33
14-11
2. San Antonio Spartans (Larry Bond)
96
66
.593
    2 
 55-26
      41-40
13-12
3. Dublin Ducks (Nick Dorn)

93
69
.574
    5
 50-31
      43-38
13-12
4. Brooklyn Knights (Gary Kendall)

88
74
.543
  10
 44-37
      44-37
13-12
5. Summit Shamrocks (Bill Donovan)
82
80
.506
  16
 36-45
      46-35
17-  8
6. Saginaw Aces (John Dashner)

73
89
.451
  26
 40-41
      33-48
13-12
STANDINGS - CENTRAL DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. Midtown Muddogs (Bryan Rizzo)          100
62
.617
   --
 49-32
      51-30  
15-10
2. Wyandotte Falcons (Dave Brim)

86
76
.531
  14
 45-36
      41-40
10-15
3. Bedrock Bombers (Ron Swinkin)

80
82
.494
  20
 39-42
      41-40
16-  9

4. Baton Rouge Cajun Catfish (Jeff Bond)
77
85
.475
  23
 40-41
      37-44
  9-16
5. Danbury Dirt Dobbers (Steve Davis)
67
95
.414
  33
 30-51
      37-44
  8-17
6. Boomtown Rats (Chris Stinson)

45      117
.278
  55
 22-59
      23-58
  8-17
STANDINGS - WESTERN DIVISION
 W
 L
PCT
GB     HOME     AWAY  MONTH

1. Can-Am Drifters (Mike Dorn)
          101
61
.623
   --
 54-27
      47-34
16-  9
2. Livonia Lynx (Tom Kusch)

93
69
.574
    8
 48-33
      45-36
14-11
3. Woodland Warlocks (Rob Milinkovich)
81
81
.500
  20
 39-42
      42-39
10-15
4. Aliso Viejo Redbirds (Tony Kontokanis)
74
88
.457
  27
 40-41
      34-47
14-11
5. Cape Spear Silverjets (Shaun MacKay)
64
98
.395
  37 
 34-47
      30-51
12-13
6. Bobcaygeon Stars (Mark McElwee)
60      102
.370
  41
 30-51
      30-51
10-15
LEAGUE NEWS


Great finish to the season, guys!  No F-file reporting problems again this month, only a few carryover injuries observed incorrectly and a minimum of late results.  Now, it’s on to the playoffs for some and planning for next year for everyone!


Congratulations to the 3 division winners and to all of the playoff teams.  For the second time in 3 seasons, an NABC team has gone from “worst to first”, as Can-Am, who finished with the worst record in the NABC in 2010 and earned the top draft choice, won the West and the #1 playoff seed with a league best 101 victories.  Midtown took the Central and the #2 seed with 100 wins, while NABC defending champion, which is the only playoff repeater from last season, took the East with 98 wins.


The 3 Wild Card teams are #4 seed San Antonio, #5 seed Dublin and #6 seed Livonia.  Dublin earned the #5 seed for rookie manager Nick Dorn over Livonia by virtue of a 5-3 edge in their head-to-head games.  The East was the most competitive division this year with 5 of the 6 clubs playing .500 ball or better.


Boomtown has earned the #1 draft choice for 2012, followed by Bobcaygeon and Cape Spear, etc., in reverse order of the finish.  The only exception to this is that the 2010 World Series champion will draft in the 18th and last position for each round.

TO-DO'S FOR ALL

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Saturday, March 3rd, 2012:
Please mark your calendars for the 2012 NABC Draft.

PLAYOFF MATCHUPS

First Round:
#6 Livonia vs. #3 Buffalo

#5 Dublin vs. # 4 San Antonio

Semi-Finals:
First round winner with better regular season won-loss vs. #2 Midtown

First round winner with lesser regular season won-loss vs. #1 Can-Am

World Series:
Semi-Final Winners

INJURY REPORT   (for playoff games)

We had a total of 9 carryover injuries to 8 different players that will affect the playoffs.  In addition, there are 5 injuries that were not observed correctly in September, so, unfortunately, they will also need to be observed in the playoffs.  So, please be careful to observe these for your team and opponents.  

Buffalo

Tim Hudson 5 days (First 2 games vs. Livonia)



Mike Napoli 3 days (First 1 game vs. Livonia)

Can-Am
Alex Rios 2 games (First 2 games vs. Semi-final opponent    (correction of previous error)

Dublin

Stephen Strasburg 18 days (All 7 games vs. San Antonio, plus first 5 games vs. Semi-final opponent)

Justin Upton 3 games (First 3 games vs. San Antonio   (correction of previous error)



Martin Prado 2 games (First 2 games vs. San Antonio   (correction of previous error)



Brian McCann 1 games (First 1 game vs. San Antonio   (correction of previous error)



Miguel Cabrera 1 games (First 1 game vs. San Antonio   (correction of previous error)



Livonia

NONE

Midtown
Ryan Madson 13 days (First 1 game vs. Semi-final opponent)
San Antonio
Chase Utley 8 + 5 = 13 days (All 7 games vs. Dublin, plus first 1 game vs. Semi-final opponent)

Troy Tulowitzki 5 days (First 2 games vs. Dublin)

Cody Ross 2 days (No games missed – playoff / travel days)

Nick Swisher 1 day (No games missed – playoff / travel days)

Please highlight all injuries to your players as well as all injuries to players from other clubs who must miss games against you.  As a road manager, if a player must miss an entire series, you must remove him from your roster for that series.  As a home manager, you are responsible for holding out the correct players for both teams.  Please check the instructions you get from road managers against this list, before playing the series.  If there are discrepancies, please request revised instructions from the road manager.  This should be easy to do with just a little care!  Thanks.

PLAYOFF REMINDERS TO ALL PARTICIPATING MANAGERS

All managers involved in the playoffs should review the rules regarding playoff games, especially Sections III.B, III.D, V.C, V.E, V.G, V.K and V.N, which define the playoff matchups, schedule and specific player usage rules for the playoffs.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
You must carry 4 starting pitchers, but will only need to use 3, unless there is an injury.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Observe relief pitcher limits, 7 innings for regular, 5 for limited, 3 for restricted.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
All regular batters may start all games in a series, limited batters may start 1 game per series.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Any Limited C2* Catcher may start up to 3 games in a 7 game playoff series.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
September Restricted batters may not participate in playoffs.

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Be sure to follow playoff schedule as detailed on page 2 of the rulebook.
PLAYOFF ODDS AND ENDS

This could be our most evenly matched group of playoff teams in history as only 8 games separated the #1 seed from the #6 seed.  The following is information on each team’s NABC playoff history.

#1
Can-Am Drifters

Mgr. Mike Dorn


This is the 12th playoff appearance in manager Dorn’s 26 years at the Can-Am helm.  Mike has 3 World Series titles in 4 tries, but the last title was won in 1995.  The team’s last playoff appearance was in 2009.  The Can-Am franchise now has 17 playoff runs in 33 years, with 7 World Series played and 4 won.  The last team to go “worst-to-first” in the NABC was Woodland in 2009 and they went on to win the Championship.  Could history repeat itself for the Drifters?

#2
Midtown Muddogs

Mgr. Bryan Rizzo


This year marks the 5th playoff appearance for manager Rizzo in his 24 year tenure with the Muddogs, and first since 2006.  The Muddogs have not yet made it to the World Series under Bryan’s direction; however, the franchise does have 1 World Series title, in 1985, in 3 previous appearances and has now made the playoffs 14 times in 35 years of its existence.  Could this be the year that the Muddogs take the next step and return to former franchise glory for manager Rizzo?
#3
Buffalo Bison

Mgr. John Duke


The defending champion Bison are the only club to repeat as a playoff participant from 2010, and have now made the playoffs 22 times in their 33 year history, all under manager Duke.  Buffalo has been in the playoffs 5 of the last 6 seasons, and has 3 titles and 6 World Series played.  No NABC team has repeated as champion since the San Antonio Spartans in 1996 and 1997.  Can the Bison break that 14 years old “no repeat” jinx this year?

#4
San Antonio Spartans

Mgr. Larry Bond


The Spartans will be in the playoffs for manager Bond for the 20th time in his 32 years of managing, but for the first time since 2008.  In addition, the Spartans and Bond top NABC history with 7 World Series titles and 11 appearances, with the last championship in 2006.  The franchise played for 3 years before Bond took over, but with no playoff appearances.  Is this the year that the Spartans will add to their NABC legacy?
#5
Dublin Ducks

Mgr. Nick Dorn


The Ducks have landed a playoff spot in manager Dorn’s first season, breaking a history of recent futility, since the last playoff appearance for the franchise was in 2001.  However, overall, the Dublin franchise now has made the playoffs 18 of 35 years, plus it has 6 World Series titles, most recently in 1998, in just 7 tries.  So, can Nick Dorn become only the second rookie manager to win the NABC?  The only other was Bobby Cox for the Lynbrook Lions in 1977, when all NABC managers were rookies!

#6
Livonia Lynx

Mgr. Tom Kusch


The Lynx return to the playoffs for manager Kusch after an unusual absence last year, as they have made the field 7 of the last 8 years, and 7 of their 12 years in the league (11 under Kusch).  They have 1 World Series crown, in 2007, in 4 tries.  Overall, manager Kusch has 18 playoff runs out of 28 years with 2 franchises and 7 World Series played with 2 wins.  Could this be the year the Lynx and Kusch win it again?

